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A DISPLAY OGF STRENGTH

The Trilite Structural System is strong vet lightweight and easy
to assemble. Available in any colour, Trilites’ simple modular
construction allows it to be built into an incredible variety

of structures

Full customer support service available

Treatre Propecis Services Lid 15 unique. From under one roof in Londan, Hghting,
sound and audic-visual systems, each tallored bo & specrfic and detadled bried, are
dezpaiched 1o every commer of tha globe Each prossct i different, 5o We raject
off-Ehe-piisg Bconany, for thi power of Baxitility,

Theatre Projects Services is nat an equipment distributor, so no manufacturer can
oblige Us 1o specity, or tent anything but the right 100k for the job.

Our own experienced team of designess and enginears, tamiliar and confident with
the wast range of equipmient available to them, will escort vour praject fram
concent 1o spectacutar finale

50 you see, for over two decades, with a client list that ranges from West End
thaatres to Mult-national organisatsons, the emphasis has alwans besn, not on
the Theatre, noe the Projects; but the Senvice.

Ir.jrn-u ars responsible for ofganising a conference, product launch or any form of
theatrical event, contact i now, sither by ielephaoning, orwriting for cur brochure.

THEATHE PROJECTS SERVICES LTD,

B-34 BLUMDELL STREET, LONDON N7 8EW 3

Tel 01-608-2121  Fax 01-G0S-E807  Telex: 265451 H-I:IHFIE.F G (Atin. SO0 206)
E. Mail: E7:S00 906

An Eagle Trust PiE company gy e
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Did you know
that Coemar special
effects lighting
equipment 1S now
available for

TRADE HIRE

throughout the U.K.
& Ireland?

For further information
please contact Mike Wood on

(0604) 499331

N wthamgton NN3 1PZ



“ HEREI ALIGH THATN VER GO S OUT.

EXCEPT WHEN
YOU WANT IT TO.

And then it's quick, simple and guarantesd.
The Celco Gold combines the latest in
software design with sdvanced slectronics
to allow the big venue desigrer to plot and
anbtiibi  the mosl complex lighting
BOUOTICES.

Tha Celco Gobd can store up o 450 different
scanid of 30 Cus Faders and can run 24, 69
sbep, programmabde sequence patiems
simultanesusly.

What's more, all programs ane recorded on
thve wnigus O-Cand, ouwr slorage mediem the
size of an ordinary credit card.

Celco products are manulactured and
distributed by: Celoo Lid, 1/3 Bellingham
Aoad, London SE6 2PN, England tel: 07-604
V03T Ehe: BaTERA (CELCD G) faes 07 =481 2077
and Celco ino, 308 Banfi Plaza Morth,
Farmmingdabe, New York 11735, USA tel: (596)
248 D06 fax: (S18) 430 18063
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Big Screen Attraction

Ficlured above b Vidivwall, the Litest i video wall technology lrom Phdips. Oee of 3
was piciened at the Im[um:mmﬂiMunEMHhsTmmfm:
shows ihe logo of Swisa Televihon,

The system is described in detad in Tony Gottebers arfce on ihe new Metropool discothegue near
Amislendam which abo features this mew sysilem (see Holland by Metro!, pages 53-36),
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Citronic Pioneers The Introduction of
European Safety Standards Directive

FLASA member Oirored, losding  prolessionsl
audio equipment manufactuneds, is proneereg the
Fitrecluction of & safety standard specification o
which all marnutscturers of prolesacnal  aibo
equapment i the BEC will comform by 1992

The beslpy of Dy Carchies Jackson, Membed of i
furopean Parlwment for Wiltshine, Mewburg and
wWantage was menforced at a necent official vt
ba Cifronic’s tactony af Mekdham, Wiltshirg when
shee promised to write 10 the European Cosmanis.
o on e Companm’s Behall, O |ackeon has
already approached the Europesn Comimsdon
creif A onepoing  safety  standards  problem
Cikronic s expreneriiing willf SEain,

Toery Akers, managng director of "Cilronic, s
alin chairman of ghe stardands sb-comimiltes of
the Professonal Lighting and Sownd Asioceaten
(FLASAY He explained vo LaS] the diemma tacing
the industry; “Thé EEC Lowe Viodtage Lhrechos
aaged im0 1971 stales that any eguigiment
operatag &1 v 50 Dl s ber wafie. M mwer,
F rnnnl.%:cl.m-n of proleional equipmien] wi
ey rt all ivto & category For which a Europssan
safety standard has bedn 81

“B5415 b5 the nearest Safety Standard deiclive 10
oo irsdusdey, Bul 9 i resiF LR To oMt D eruep-
ment,” he continued. “Cur goods wouald in e
cordoem oo BS415 f tesbed, 30 one way of nesoly-

Pictured above ks Dr Caroline Jackson, MEP, lesting an amplifier at Clironic’s headguartess. With hes

g the sbodtion ookl be o aloer s Derms of
B alerore bo cover comemencial and industial peos
fessiora] Budin equepment Capable of being
poreened from g domeitic et SRy,

The EEC accounts for a Rarge proportion of
Citromnic's tolal mopoet 2l poetiodio amd the com>
parey's futune plans indude further expandion
thes marked. The prolHem ".I.\.'ll"g, the rdustry is &
soreiis oo, and Tormy Akers b deoaded 10 Lo
AL AL ks poend i g DeCause of incresdag
difficuitees Cirorc has D expenerscing i get
g its goods theough Spaneh cusloms

Brecause Spain has no facibties for testing safety
standards of broswn’ goods, il ks 10 soepd the
word of the manufacturer as o ds  safely,
Therefoee, Spain, ard possiily other oounbnes
ren, mught soon demard a cevtificale of salety o
accompany all impaned professional audio equip
ment, At present this would be impossise 106 a
L manulachanes 10 protde,

in addition b Casolire Jackion's help wath the
Faropean Commission, Tony Akérd will Be wiilig
1o Lawd rowng at the DT 1o ory and enlist bhis help
to resohe this calch 22 situation, Mike Cernsh
Citroni’s sales and marketing dirsctor, will abso
b= wikiting 1M Baitish E:l:l‘l.'l.‘“_-' in Madnd within
thie nesct Fear voeelcs and will make repretenatnng
oy Bl ST salnnot

bs Citronic managing director Tony Akers [ight) and Carlo Richer, in chasge of this particular fest.

SETTING THE
INDUSTRY
STANDARD
WORLDWIDE
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WBLighting

Wike Wiood of W Lighting directs operations at
the ABTT Trade Show, Full report pages 61 - 67,

Profiles in Sound

With the Fane Court Senes, Fane Acoustics have
acgueed the masketing nghis to a fange of founc
syitirn disipn wheth B oquipped with a special
series of customised drive units, fine tursed by the
Farss pisipgich feam o Opiamise every aspecl Oof
audio excellerce drom & wmegque  senes of
enclodgne designs, The range s available as star-
dard = mediu defdity hbee Board Sonstruction,
alorg with desigre suitabde for nosd use. Hargrgs
rilingg BIments ane 5.|||1§'|||l|"|!'| ard fittied 10
customer specifications b ensure thal every Dype
of werue and system location can be acoom-
mocdated.

Nexo Successes

Frisuchi dpasakef dyilom manifactuiners Mexo, has
rig aleady establshed a fiem hald on the Eure
poan marked, aee dong rather well i v LK, A
por Fite comparry Wigwam Acoustics. use Meso
Eyshimd enbensiviely, and their new 5 2000 SyEhem
15 cumeritly Lourmg Turdpe with up and coming
L5 band the Fooss, Wisbwam are a0 using Meno
ecquipment for ceeflony systena an the [ohoom-
ing Billy Graham tour

Delta Sound inc, the London-based equipment
rents dampany, and M Pl yriers, Feceng
contracts fov thew syslemns have induded West
Erd dhorers dgh my The Voitex a0 thse Cadnck
theatre and Walk in The Woods, staming Alec
Cuinedgs 51 thee Comedy, 0 Ineland, OUT im Deafiln
us thelr gystems extensively arcund Eine

Coda $0073 Cadenga PC
00 Crclorwwa 000 Privm Conwvex
Backlight Speslight



CLAIMS ON EXPO SPACE

Ar the end of a daitrophobet Seascn ol
n-..w:-r tracke shirws, thene has been much rumibl-
ing among the rarfics ol thee senios sxhibibar frater:
nity. Yes, thene have been the wery necessany
moans and groars shout certain weeks in the
calerudar when major everitd clashed dirsctly or
thﬂd maﬂwﬁldh‘ Thae 518 [Fhr'nlnlr arxd
SEL [Paris) clash was an obwitus one, Bul th G-
ing of Shcll.ll,‘lml“:l [|'|.|'|15|:l"-|'dl11 event, AETT fl.l:‘ﬂ
don] and Expo Musica (Madnd) left sven the prac-
tized travelers. bewildered.

But the main focus of COMMeNt Concems wo of
our rajor shioeas n the UK covering the perdor-
mange lighting and scund inchistry, PLASA'S o
L.,l,h1 grh:l Sonind Show, due 1o take place &1 Okrm-

Seplember 1I,'.l1}h:1:n:|-n'-r in for criticesm
Eumn a b exhibitors who ang ey unbapy
abowt the current nubes affecting booking and
allocation of space.

O a sezond front, the ABTT [Assocation of
British Theatre Technicians) Trade Show has sho
Evigery thar subject of strong exhibator criticiam, due
in large part 1o the cramped and umpan:hhl-:
facibties at the Riverade Studios. Thene i an
m}ﬂlplu‘&-&hhﬂ_.ﬁﬂmvﬂfﬂﬂﬂfmmh!m
that the ovent should allisnce el (o thi FLASA
Shrwy ir Somi way, B0 the overall benefit of the in-
dustry and everpone ooncomed. Cost and bme
savings and the better promotion of Creat Britain
Limited afe bwd of achanitages of such a
lianeon, Cocediruted exhibitor pressure wedl
force the ssue on ths question in the mmrerunr
if specific comment made © L+5% offce -
rmedhately after the 1989 ABTT Trade Show had
chimed s doded i aivyiheng 10 g0 by,

Thee queestion of stand afocation at the PLASA
shorw has been raised by Colin Whittaker, sales
director of Celon Lid, who sent a Gircular 90 124 of
FLASAS mwnbers. He corsders the curnent
methods of stand allocalon uriss, and is caling
for a mapor change of approach, His main conten-
v i that: “Every yoar, prime cation space i of-
fened first to those companics thal occupied it the
year bedoee, In this way, b will other b,
fike cursehees, ever get the opportunity of book-
i @ decent sped space i the right locationd™ he

asks. He feeh a ballot system would be fairer and
miuch meare demacratic

Hanvarnig Boen i e elabaicn s seal
mysell, admittedly on a commerdial basis, it 5 a
genenally accepted practios that space it ofened,
ire thae first iretance, o the edhibitor who held a
green site the previcis year - a0 hestocal
preletence system that su the exhibitors
whi :.l.lp-p-m'l.rd thir ewent an che fing place. (All
this, prowidi course, the exhibitor in question
has paid his within the qualifying perigd),

1 puait this poset 1o Colin Whittaker, But b view iz
that FLASA isnt 2 commencial operation of the
same: kind, and themsbore should b working 1o
procluce a show for all its members, In obther
woeds, the nterest of members should be fiest

the cornmencial aspect secondary 1o this, Fair
o

Ap this pint | decided 1o check ot how ather
Associations allocate space for thesr particular

sk,

I = fistly o Fhilip Vaughan, chiof eueoutree
of the APRS, which is about 1o bold s awn show
an Ohyrnpia 2 this manth, Their system is founded
on an historcal and member peelerence badi,
wiry il 00 FLASAS current method.

WWhere exhibitors have mailed ini the necessany
paperar and Gdepos, arry clash for a [STE CaEd T
site will be decided on by sooring the number of
peevious exhibitions & compary has supporied
B thesir status as members or nof, as the case
may b, If an equal number of ‘points’ aee sooned,
A Coeid donan B0 4 persoral Negotiston proces.
i an edhibhitor wants 1o get hireelf 2 pastacular shot
on the floor plam, ke has 0o be patient and work
lenwards fis goal

Ethwel Langsieeth of the ASTT explaned that the
Assocbon sdopted a fit osme, first served

lern, s far from deal,” she sald. I thems &
clash it comes down 1o telephons cali 1o sort
tthirgs out®

AL this stape i wiidd be correct 1o defend the

iveers Of our rade shows, most partcularky
nﬁl they husve o deal wath difficull venue ke
Cilyrrpia 2 e & verwebult shell scheme
coimies withi package, seraously restricting flex-

ity and the Riverside Shudios at Hammsersmith,
which are simply too small fius wheee on earth do
wiu go in London, that vwould be the next nung up
the Ladiderd)

And PLASA Shony onganies David Streed Ras
o mode problems on bis hands, Buillding work
ar Dbynpia 2 eneand that the oo plans for the
19849 show were changed at short notice during
the slling perod, and they will be charged yet
again when the basement opsens in 1950,

My oot Pepkeg b5 that the problems raised by
Caodin Whettaker could be answerid in twd ways.
Firstly, FLASA needs o assess canefully the Sdeal’
Feguiarments. of all exhibitors (poddibly by dureiy)
30 that the cormect halanoe of space only and shell
schere requirements can be determined, Then
FLASA may have 1o make the dificul decision b
rererve soeme shell scheme fo make way fior
space only areas if need be - even though it would
mizan paying Chympsa bo takoe B down and rebadld
it after the show, with a resulting
increase in charges o all exhibitors,

I many wlys, il would angwes Cofin Whil-
talier’s frustrations, because, with carefl plan-
rarg, even il the fistodical prefenence’ Syshem was
still masntained, sites wery near to, or good alber-
ratives, could be offered much mone casily.

A for a ballst sytem, | hawe personal resera-
B a5 B Feoww I wenuld weoek, and | feel that such
a sysiem would inematably giee rise 10 other pro-
blems for esbebsions. There & considerable merit
in ha!'r'ilir; o seind i Chae same OF Semilar positeon
for at least a short nen, Vaitors dentify certain
areas and exhibitors, and there are slee cosn wd-
vantages where a display system may need 1o last
et . petericadd off tirese, And shouldn't you still back
the peogde wha Fave backied the show aver a
mismber of years!

P et 00 identify & Poecdect” Syitom for Irade
show space allocaton, but ary method can be
beoasght as roar a5 possible o perfection proniced
mafililors needs are carefully logged and the
oegantser concemed then works b0 the nles Laid
diorwn by Dormmilles.

As far as the FLASA Light & Sound Shom i con-
crsingd, iF wou want 10 hange the aule e are
coHmimdies mesmbers o he L i an ACM
to agnend in the Pkl fufuee |

Jehn Oefoad

Keeping Busy

Reading Boecupgh Councl have recently gon-
vierled the old dole office inla an Arts Cenbre and
Public House, The Asts Centre hus husd & mobile
FA system privided by Marques Audio compris-
ing a Denon DEMTFHE cassette deck, a new
Yarmaha EMN2200 8 chanrel porsser mimer and JBL
Contral 12 38 speaker systemn and standh. The
by, callisd MacDyeirts, wses a Deron DCD 630
compact disc player, a Sony twin cassette dech,
HEH P pee-aimglifsir arsd W Sodes amplilication
arwd four |BL Controd 5 monitor systems.

The nstallation 5 typecal of mary Mangues
Ao have camied out in the last few montha
The comparry has designed and installed a coim
plete sound syitem for cabaret and disco use at

the Sumsex Beach Holiday Village in Wittering and
harvir also annoinced thes fint installation of the
rimw HEH TA Sevies speaker system in the Palace
Theatre i Recdnch

Hill Audio Sales

Hll Agpdio has sobd two Conoepl Senes consobey
to different companies within Australia. The first
ol thesie i3 & lange, custormmadified Concipt 400
weries console 10 be suppled to Specal Broad-
casting Serdoes (5B5) fod installation in it radio
braadcacting station. The second console i being
supplied, along with a large nismbser of Hill Ausdic
T sevies I|:l'.'l'\.'.'|:1' amplifiers 1o a large ouldaor
werise which 15 opemnng i the near futune with a
condet by fobin Denver,

Into Africa

L UHUrTUdFma:uﬂ.rmdﬂ'tuprrrrgnh
My renial Operatan i Kemya, Brablished
Mairgts, the new operation is based on equipe
et shipped o thee East Aftican stage for use du-
ing, the filming of Out of Africa’ When the shoot

ended, Lew Ligh decided o koop the eguip-
il i Kiviyd, (0 the foundatisn of a now
bumsiriess,

The Lee EKemya beam, headed by Feloby
Fairhiarst, s abeeady training hocal people to
ale their full production faciliies whech in
fuly pquipped studsd, set-building and pro-
dhoction arsas. To complete the ange of servaces,
:h‘rmm:rﬂnahupmw}e' an & deecior snd
reClon.

Galuxy 3

sophisicased lighsing
cantrod desk

& Strand
RS 2

Galaxy 3, Impact, Lightboard
M, Gemini 2, Tempus, M24,
Bction 48, Act & to name but
a fewr,

Free lighting planning service.
Eumruhm #ﬂ'ﬂl service

ighting

73 Years of Brilliance

ik Wiy,
TW7T 500D
I

Telew: TTOTE Fawx: 00-568 2103



FANE ACOLISTACS WL,

MM} CHEROWEE BEVD SLNTE 211,
CHATTAMOOGOA T 25405, LI5A
Tele: &I5T5217 20

For: SISTS2IT2S

FANE ACOLRSTICS LTD., 186 BRADFORD RO,

AGENCIES AVAILABLE BATLEY, W. TORKS WFI7 SPW, ENGLAND.
TELEPHONE  BATLEY [0924) 476431
TELEX: 554498 ALIDHO G
FAX: [0924) 471799




Saundtrm:s into Japan

Soundiracs have snnounced that sales of thie
gk O eog T |Jc|:-\.'||' ang g ol S0 on
thi first siv months of the wels,

The lapanese Audio Industry has obneously
vk 10 e excepional qualivy thal Sourwdtracs
has to offer,” wid a Sowendtracs spobkesman, “Thie
demand for quakty at a easonable oSt 5 met
throwghined the Broad ange of sudio moers
mariifactuned by Soundiracs at thisir Surbbon bas-
il r.1|_:|F\_..'_ M 31 the poend wheng 15% of the
dompany’s production & svpped to Japan”

Begailar OONLBAETE 208 OEDaIChed il OoEan
Ingmgil 10 Soursdieacd” ddiuinee Tokyo-based im
pouter, MTC Japan Lid, the most recent of wdhich s
pctured ahore beng koaded with part of a
ER0000 cwdder For & range of products destred
for lanan's Ii."‘.'l'.l'l'.:'l'l,; SAUChOE, vided Ponl P
B laohtegs arsd sgursd nénlal comganics

.. . and Celco

Lo, ading despners and manolactones of
Iegting Conedd esgquapement for concert, felevision,
wideo amd theatre productions Fus meachesd 3
malestoese o sales ol i3 Codd lghitingg control con
Lodie, O ay 18, Techrecal Suppdy lapan ondered
thee 1000 Cold which weill b '\.l'ii'r;H'lj G i i

T Condd Tirgl vl snlo peoshoctcn in 1586 and
i uoal lor Big venue peoductions. Users have in
duded David Bowie, Prnce, Erc Clapton, Wt
Whet Wit and Jo Jackson The CGold is juik one of
ke six bowrds that Celoo cusrently manefachanes,
thr others oeing The 60 Majos, 60 plus, 30 Mapor,
W) Plus and 1he Bakry

Amctner mdetone will Be resched (s summser
as e compary prepancs bo den s HOch
remory conbrod baand

Anything Goes for M&M

M & M Lighting hanee announced that Lufl Light
and Sound of London have puree |..|5.|_I-|_‘|-1:I}R_4|n,_r|_'rl.
‘:-l'l'-‘l"l"l':- 1 light the london production of

Arbing Coes', The Rerbow Sciolles are the
oy part of the lighting that has besn ahered
inom the orignal Mew York specScations, after
Armspnican kghting desigres Paul Callo s theern in
Actusn in London,

Blitz Vision

Three of the bead T MM i chee CoFITANCA-
tiorn industry have lpumehed 8 new audiosisuss
equipment hire company, Charles Beddow, a
roemsid darector of SamCom Production Servces,
andf Chris Scadcbrg mctdD of Samuelson Congert
Prodhsctons and Yarelae Eunope, huve jomned
leoes with entrepieneur Eddie Blidz to et i
Bl Vision Limited, now operating lrom Watiord

All in a Name

The London Mecrophone Centre Ltd have chang-
e thess name b LWC Audio Systemns Uid reflec-
ting the shilt in LWC business over the last year,
no@ Mg Lo thist resw weisst Londion premises,
LMAC have espanded their product mnge and are
recwe, they claim, the tog Prosdudio suppliers ta
Ehe bve music and sound irstallation inchustry

After & record year a5 Soundonalts leading
deiributor, LWE have now become the sole
distributor of Scundcrafts 8000 Exterser condahs
arsd the new BOOD mepitdr conaode. LV ain moew
thee LK distributon for all C Auda peoducn,
cluding the nese BA Series of porcer amplifiers and
PrOCESSEE ecpuiprent

Lo &8 deectors and stafl pactuned with the new Sius 48
Betapack range at their recent deaber launch in 58 ABans, and laber at the ABTT Trade Show.

Eghting desk., unveiled with ihe new

saved by a Whisker

An 11th howr techrucal hetch almest dropped the
Lt o thee sy premier of Ancnea Lk Wsls-
Ber's smash bt masscal CATS in Blackpool A
LUK strong audience including Prinoe Edwasnd
v ke shawy a stancng owatesn urdware Ehat a
dramabc plane dask from London had saved thae
prochuction with just .'I:I maraihid 0 ipare
Techrecians. camy OUlfl MOUDnE  BgUEpTenL
tests waien im the day bt (ke panic button when a
coripuler  short circwit, the el of a lirwy
capantoe aveihealing, suddenty cut out a third of
thi seage Bghting. The nearsst £pane pam was s
Lt ||F_|': ang Sound an Londan, and CRINeErng
farugpes Kien Priddy dashed b Bigge Hl for the
nesd pane aoith, A el car then collectod him
trofry Blackpool ainport ardd bes andival, jusr 20
rrinutiog Beong the Ao was due bo starl, saved
the gala production from beng a dmbe & disasier
Alan Kiliced of Luifs old L+5: “with slectrical
equigimsent of this sophisficatson, we have o
Ruarantoe  Customer  dupgort. We're oflen

hoasting aboul the quality of our servoe back-up,
bt thes story completely surs it wp

Oinly 20 mimgtes bo owriain mp. Bud Ken Preiddy
{befl} and Cameron Mackintosh, producer of the
show, bave Bme to duplay the sital spare par,

New Distributorships

Michael Stevens & Partners Fuase Beisen apypmnbed
UK distribitod fod np Elekiroakustik AL of Den
mark. The Ratest product from the Damsh oo
pany ks the np Pomable Modular Mising Console
which i a location 4 channel mixer suited 10 live
MU IEICAtoN

Wichael Stevers & Patners have also boen ap
poantied e hufeve ditnbulors e The Studio Box
a mimy idea from Faimangd Wisertr of West G-
many, The Sy Bow 2 a sumple, modular
ot rim andd i available in b Sifeser

o
Laser Magic Worldwide

Lasier Bagic are actively secking Furopesn and
wiardd wide reprsiniainegs or laser dagplay, ine
stallatiors and laser hire work, They wall be e
habsting a resw range of laser depliy systems from
e ot consCons marke] b the lop-of-therange
tansgriber based laser display system ar the
PLASA Light and Sound Shoss

fl.'lnn'l:'h'll'!lh iG] |q’_l|.'||||lg..1 -\.l..i_-||||_|n:g__l|'-|_-|.
tigrship with Laser Magic should comtact Stewen
Hareey on [0273) 512149

ABTT Winners

It wag wannoers sl mound o1 lask month's ABRTT
Trade Show. Rick Dines from e BBC & off 1o
Hroadway courtesy of Fero B8, who introduged
thesr new range of power packs, the Beta collec-
Lo, with & competition.

LLT ernphoyed the same idea at the show, D
g cach of the three days, veitoss wers invited 1o
put thest names mlo 4 lenstube for a deaw to be
e af the |"'I'|.‘|1.'l"'.f'¢"|1ﬁ!.' Fhgies on Offer were a
Manisptte Fussul o thecny follow spat or an FTP
Bogent 4 dimmer package, Tomy Wion of the
Secombe Cendng in Suttan wan the Sisn WINTH
b Gy 1R sectnd day by R Edwares of the
Leeds Crand Theatre and the third by § Auty of
the BEC Design Group

Sound Equipment Rental and Sales

including the ‘Hackney Cab’ speaker
and Yamaha FM 3000 mixing desk

Sound Design and Engineering

Specialist Radio Mic Applications

system

"‘.

Hardware Hnuse



FisBwirngy on froem Their deiign asd lghting installtion don
the very mcoessiul Chinee Dendnidisf euhdbilice of Hhar
Wabural Hidory Mussum, Fuolghs Andy Sose and
Meville Lockwood of TSL reoently completed the dedgn
snd imislafion of & Eghliag wheme oo the aew
American Dinatron Asimabed DMaowur [vhibion. The
euhibition wan recratly dows on beleviaion and haa bres
peoehving rave niviewd i e miskd
The Microlights resge ol bow voltage lomissiees wae
wnrd throwghoul. catuning B the Bght tources ae &
small and usobinahe 5 poaslle. As The dinge ollen
Bt iyl ooabenl with beineh, profles loods snd
wpobi, & midees ol iStings wan ulilised o tml:r.""-
plele aisaphers sround the exhibils. Pre w The
Furgle stmophare s cested by osies witn lest ek | Ayit@ee Light and Sound for Volvo Launch
o gobss and spobi with Thom geeen dchrokc gl
e Lach ol the wven dinowun & Suminated with iy wheen thiry staged a light and
Bk with Bamnmdoot 10 chiare Even hr-ubun. fshire lagnch of the nesa & " Cammisaionid by kacal dealers Burr Bros of
A the dinosaun are il armated, foossing lighting oalo Y e a spectachy at the Letchy o for asdiences. . people
u_p-mndl-'hm-hun-:lﬂm-mrﬂﬂm L] 1'||!|'|'|".l‘|"|‘.||.1"l
B the dEnouwst had moved Lho, due b ther wlee, The i
phinical constrection of the gallery and the seven mete
Eghting il helght, the focusing seaslon fook
comibderable te and elof The sinscieres wed - e
resembled 4 bulkding site with scabiokding, ludders and | AT Mastes 5 . skt n
rythrasalic phlim'rrlh.llmﬁ |f|}l'l'lllﬁ'l'l-ﬂ'&hh -|:.|:.|_.H IJI”,- E % C T i Tt ' 3 y
irack ave employed with circulls separately wined back io . : ¥ , O o Ehae 5 200 s Dhibynaemy i
4 comysterised Eghtieg coatroles gl Smmen ! : ! 4
To date, Ferolight sad TH kave scoesbully compleded :
fnkslsfion b Calledes 4,7 10 and 11 af the Matwrl | lighting peesental Ky
BlisBoary Nurur Fenaticen porseened by Bieta smpkiees

2 SirOE

sparflomer the lasest prodioct i e starlight ramge. Bright, meihi-
colouared pin beams are shurmerel therosgh the ale In tlme io the
msic b prodisc ihis sEwiwniing cleon.

JasCk asr muks r.'\-|'|||| JETR IRY pLTD

Fan coaalasd

Casmpbocic with 333 250 24 vob lamp

[dirad For (s allagin der imishelbe s

Compartiively priced

o iy iAo rinGcion pileise contieg

\ 77
= f__; H{ghh.';
\ Design

searlighn Design (Light & Soooml) Lid,
o Abrins A, Hesirs, Canshrilgeshiboe, Doglamd, CRS ™50

Tel (9844 8841 Fax: 09568 380 Tolex: BI5%" CGHELS G




ANEW DAYLIGHT
HAS DAWNED

Philips Is taking location and studio lighting into a new era
with SR the first dimmable daylight lamp

For mora information on MSR Lamps snd 8 st of manufaciurers
producing luminaires featuring MSR please send the coupan to:

OEM Dapartment, Philips Lighting Limited, FREEPOST, City House,

420-420 London Road, Croydon CRYIET

® Compact Single Ended construction
- hence smaller luminaires

® Dimming to 40% with stable
colour temperature (5600k)

® May be run on existing control gear

@ Arange of 575W 1200W and 2500W
lamps all designed for Hot Re-Strike

.
| Please send nformation an WER Lamps fa

| Namae

: Position
Company

| Address

|

1 ':Ei"" L& gl

[Philpeliohting |
PHILIPS |




| ASER (REATIONS

Senior Laser
Design Engineer

we produce high technology projection
equiprment for advertising and promotions
andd reqidre & Senior Design ERgieer o
work in B & O, You shoukd be educated o
at least degree standard and hase seoen or
FTHOE WeRE EXPENETa R I ITHOID D OCE3a0,

anabogue hardware dessin and slecirn oo
tical systems, Adddionsd experience n
laser or computer graphics would be an
aifvantags

Salary regodiahle
Pt Forward comprehensive O to:

Laser Creations Limsted.,
55 Merthyr Terrace,
Londen
SWT3 S0H.

Middlesex & Herts

Avibecs Ty Kirgsdey has Laken mig 0 Lk O 3w 50
foqs i thae My sctiche on the heddeues & Hert Country
Cluts, The daco chub itsell s called ‘Hamediom and the
bghong imbtalaton win caned oul by M0, mst PST
Elevtionecs. Soma further facty

The wund upirede was & Lt mnule drshdaLeTo,
Aeciisnaied by a breskdosn of wome of the ceting high
frequercy components, which pree Al Ehvi OE{IT-
ety 0 braball, o o Dial BasE, e LEreanega
A0 Gpruce Moose] medhagh calaets. There was
foaThis SCeprtaom o g vt thisy Oould replace thag s
mlireg 12 cabanets, bud a subnequenl demonmsaton Lid
the doutds e red, Teo ASS U flare Bem andie
sabeaped diom thee Quganal ¢ nlies o, alicady loaded with
B T 1% cormpEniian difeets wiarh, when ndujcagm-

wd aind vtk the addeson of BL Ta0d beradal tweeten,
prosvaded o chean top end the roew Lhies wip Sptem,
which wis incigdentally usng only hal! of She resting HH
srpliiey

wiwe weptichm greeted Asiters proposl 10 couple
e o i, Cerein Viega 036 calwiets o one e of
dhee derce Soor and dugied the A3 eperantal buv
wndty, but the sl vendied Awtecs Bebel in poant
e bans

The chub sepovied thai the Bevd yedr old B35 calenety
had b modnaded with Cans divsen, but in Bl thiy
wiie loused 50 condain the ongital Tenwin Yega drven,
all in pood weorking, ofded. Avber, whay have hisery LK
deitrliino tor Cerwen Vegs dnce 1581 were natueally
pratified by this adence of long tem rebalsley, g

PEOPLE

W T M, manylactyren of PA syshems have
ety appointed Rob Peck oy marketing sufuger. He
hiifagh with Fem a weeal ol sapisence from the sadia
andd leghting company koelecing in whsth b w0k hai i
Leied bt year, Bobh Peck rode a1 Martin Aadio will b o
provide back up and suppod o the b depanment
Ly Chappad hay fany Beddsh 3pp0erbed ke maruge
ol will (ontivue 10 deal Wit Cunliniey fRguTEnts on
a day 1o day bassi,

& A Ny genenl , Coln Cartwrghl, has Bepen ap-
psired bry B UK Lodl. Colim, whi bk up Bis iew poss
G b Py, s Ty Dt abes. and mark sting ghnex-
e ol Cistwn. Ieermasional, part of @ BTR Group, and
ey 5o ghat, had & medinshad Cleer in el tunng and
goriglancy.

Pl mppoinimenl CoendalEs wall & ARapor Increase m the
by T of Bt Cormpany, Foasr fenw represenianses will
addrews the polesonal and  domesic  equgNTenl
mirketd. Bl Deane the sew cenlid] dea depeesmriglee
Far B, joms Inoen thee Amerncan Toaces Sebwoik; Geoll
Shodnarh @ the rarw matPaedn Arka representatrep for Rif;
Hegh Wilkasd vl be o g Bk 0% the douth
woest: wrad 6 B prodeiiional produdcts side, Andy Bsmibry
had podreed the sabes feam B coreer tha douth west and
madlandds area
& Pera 88 huve annownced The prosssion of D Cat-
feeall in B poston of sabe eranager wilh dpedul
tiripoatshdtees for She LK ol fear Euiope
& Sean Mechan hay joered HHE Cosrendinacations eopan
ding hrewdcan] ke Gepartmend lolliraning & 11 year
carper al e BRC. wheie he was lttery 4 piogect
eogriaedy &1 Rk Capital Progects, As Iarhra ot necinmecal
manager. ha new  eeiporibabiey will wehele the

A & B THEATRE SERVICES

Spacioiists in Technioal Thaala

Soke Distriboutons
of e
Minl Dry lee
Box
Dy o Making
BAoching 0 Tha
anilaciainrmen
irdusiry
Iraoughout the
LK cafud B,

ABTT ‘Product of the Year 1585

Consalondy o fraatnessl imakE R,
dirh Tl Tl e, FD0O] COUNGCH VT,
Loy G Thasdainint

Moo furess of inbonolly wiess Do
ol REAChidE B0 Cech
Fuppien ol [Nec, DCT, ored Teeo BE
Tl

A b B THEATEE BFEWICES
& Horwish Boad, Whaotiey Park, Daniaiier
[Eor R is]

Tal [DOET) Badlil

chirvirlopteenl afd wrslallleon OF spesoialised yalenm
@ TuperVison 105 L, the Londorrhassd dsoothegue
sereace Coenpay have apposnded Phil Boper an techiscal
manager. He will b resgierdide foe new installations. and
serwong the companyy eadng wordwidhy CORTECT.
Pial Eesgsir bawararthey wirbed fow Soaimad Elecimnesy Lon-
donSCR and Sopdres Tourd and Iggheng

Recenthy he has spem thiee year workng as Seghnical
manager or Regirees in Caico, wiich was Gedrgred and in
wlallid By SLipeerVrdon
& Fagerr ad Wayman have ooty appoanitid Meville
Wake, who will be reposmnidale fof paibsbs relateora. sl
pbdtion, & well a8 ssating Chrin Callngi, the com-
ATy s saliy TR

o thee Lk meng peas, Momelle Wake Fan bisen wioriing
a4 g0 madegsprickenl prlbdr #plataons and marketing el
[P

= TFP-MARKKINOINTI OY

Exclusive distributors in Finland
for major manufacturers of lighting,
staging and scenic supplies,
including CCT and Rosco.

§=) TEP-MARKKINOINTI OY

As part of our expansion programme
and our aim to offer a complete range
of equipment and services,
enquiries are welcomed from companies
looking to establish their products
in the Finnish market.

Hatanpa&nvaltatie 4 A, 33100 Tampere, Finland,
Tel: (931} 113933 Telex: 22522 Telefax (331} 133077




EUROVISION 89

LAUSANNE’S SONG CONTEST OLYMPICS

John Offord watched TV's major annual show
live at the Palais de Beaulieu.

Aided amd abetted by the cuthing queps of
Tery Vogan, the annual Ewngwvision Song
Contest i one of those televisinn program
mes many of us in the UK love o hate,
Dspite viewing figures in excess of 500
mddlion - the USSR and Canacda foos o ches
s & well = few people will admit to h.11-:r.|:.;
wpen menre than e odd SOME Of Dwo, and
just & fewr @ithers will admit to watching later
in the night when the voting gets undenway.

Truwse of nd, @ certain amaunt of cymicism is
undirstandable. Even after watchang several
rehwearsals, | found many of the songs werne
ol the instanily forgeitabbe variety, But thar
aside. as a live concen, wilh the added ex-
citement of a winner at the end, it was rati:
ling good stufl, and produced, it sthauld ga
it theai saying, to the highest professional
lerves],

Ewen so, why bother o go all the way to
Lausanne in Switrerland 1o see a contest thar
| could wiear pust as well from the coemibart of
ey anmchairt (The news that L+5 was cover-
irg Ehe event at all cased the raising of a
few eyebrows in the industrg. Well, more of
the pood news from Lausanne was thae LK
equipment was plaving a majoe role in mak

ing sure those 500 million wiewers had a
predty piciure on the bos, Lighling-wise, it
was a Britsh takeower, with thies Koy
elervents: contral by Avolites with thesr niw
CASD-TD desk, trussing, and Parcans bw
Thormas, amd special effects ighting courbesy
ther Stardite system from Tasco communica
[hewns.

Pulling them together and COming up with
the NBCELsary exgepriite a8 Ehe mght gl wad
the Basle-based company Power I:E_hL wihn
won the lighting, ngaing and trussing oon
tract against compebttion from fowr other
companies - all from outsede Switrerland
15wiss tsdewision had evidently started out in
the ristaken belied that theve wasa® a
nationally-based company either big enough
of capable of deabng with the lighting set-up
réguired).

The event was staged in the Halle des Fées
i e Palaig de Beawhew, and like our st
reported  Funowvision  Song  Contest  from
Brussels in 1987, the hall was specially
adapted for the occasion on a wvenue-
withensa=venue basis, (The Halle des Fipes
wiually houses ice shows, concerts, exhibd-
tions and the like).

Lighting and scenic desagn for tebession for
& show of this kind reguires a clean angd
beoad touch, and the ey o U3 oome up with
a bagically ssmple decor that can be adapted
in a way thai enables each entrant (o per-
farm in a pesonalised seting while at the
sama bime enswning a unilied overall erdron-
menl. The presentation area 2t Lassanne
corenred some 400 SOQuaAre mres g CoEm
FlrIE-'I.“d hiree SLaged: the mdin dtage the or-
chestral stape and a stage for the concent
presenlers.

The red-glared triangular main stage had
its central axes flanked by two  pillas,
criating a famé-like perspective enhanced
by meon lighting effects. The backgrownd
condsbid of a doping and partly mobile wall,
enzbling visual vanations. The wall iself
compriséd & mirrar,  reflecting  muls-
celouned rays of light to create the effect of a
mult-hued Boncon Further scemc devices
included variations o a moblie prismats sec
cion an the centre of the stage, bghting effects
on the honrontal stage |_'|:'|||I'|H « creating a
compressed image efect twwands the top,
and the opening out of transparent farelike
walls on the side of the stage.

Eurovislon B9, Lawsanne: final preparations ane made 1o the set prior to commencement of rehparals,
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1 was the pan
o '.~...'|II~. Syt Media
lagy installed the latest back pro
i system from Phil providing a 6 x 6
wall behind and above th
& rear ul he pr:'-..l-n[
o e least amd
rall presen
heer jodns i 1hu
superlat screen
at this lated rr"-[l
bor's  article
Armstercdam in this

Fallowing the Action

arrived at the
48 hars b v Lol wild dus
air. |.l.|."l'1ll 1§ Wais ¢

a  little L 1.r-I..|aJ..'|I by
@ the techn 3 into theelr

| talked i
Mg rlu'..u- d

for his compa W
ST I:|| o0 o ] 2 - wilh a DT PN
 jussk thie
tficulties prun'

ek, and set up an

tup a Large imeend
_!.,|1I|rl,, and ..1|'|r..- oould eulpreent for the
‘on the r||.1f| eaperrtise, AT IDESeCRRn - aesart |r-|n| e
sysberm wh i

the rmain ¢

Light., H
ple be

Switperland's 1988 winner Coline Dion Lisnched the 1989 Lmovision Song Conleit in dramatic siyle,




One of the Meyer loudspraker dusters.

In tenms of contral. Micholas de Courten
inced circumstances whare he nepded very
quick action from Avalibes, and it eventually
fEsni e o UNer ewEsE SO SyShem, thie
OivtTDr taking charge of the lighting in the
deft hands of Felix Riva, de Courten's cor
director at Power Light

Avoliles managing director Derek :-l.J"u_".'l"
fkes up the ston: "My first rescison 0
Povweer Light's request to buy a OsA500- T in
such a short time span was 3 very dehnite
mial Afer much MEROnALon however, we
diescidid fo work wery clodely with them o
that they had the desk they really wanbed for

Avolites’ Shabid Anwar [sesrést camera) and
Richard Salsedo store back-wp infomatican,

this prestigiows event. MNeadless o sy, Con
tepenicy plans wene made, since neither
COMEENY Was Poimng [0 riss 05 repurtalon
with a new peoduct in Tront of a worldwide
audienoe.

The desigrer o ther desk, Richard Salpedo,
and our tepeor woftwane engineesr Shabid
Annwrar travellied 1o Lauganng 10 days pror to
the ewvent to offer support if nescedssary, but
maindy to finish writing the softwarne in ime
for the big nightl continued Dhenek Halliday
“A QnASD0-90 and a CFatch were on stand-
by should there have been amy problems
with the new desk, but thaniclully theve

location al the lighting and howse sound contral
16

Fart ol The specaBycreaied audorum in the Halle des Fédes ﬂu.rm'rlrl;.

Lighting designer Claude Egger checks light levels.

werer't. All in all, it was a suocessiul lawnch
for the QAS00TD to a worldwide audience
I addition, sorme weful feedback from Felix
fiva was incorporabed into the fnal softwane
WETSIOn.”

Highlight of the lighting was the intelligent
wi of the Starkive unils @ COMpRCTIon with
other ssmple devices like oreset neons. Com-
taned wath the flexibility of the set design,
variable ‘scenes could be used in alrmsost any
nurnber of permutations. Claude Egger and
Micholas de Courten could prodece the
Toak” théy wanted by changng Cohour,
movement and selting to suit the sibwation,

o

The complete Avolites system with the QASODTD to the lefl and QD0
[reeareal carmera) as Backup.
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andd the flesgbality of both the mstruments
and the design was the key to the shows
wimual suooess, From the high power, all-
action introductery number from last year's
wirmed Celing Deon, through 1o softer, slow-
tempo ballads, you were switched easiy and
cleverly from one mood G another. And
within the wvarious scenes, there was sbill
plenty af poorm for mdre subtle movertient
and colour vanalon

Thee rest of the SLOry &S WO CAM A gane 15 &
rurrilaeds game, w th all thes intnceoies il
e with sending television pictures and
sound o 30 receiving countnes. 500 people
wirre imeclvad in the orgarssation and broad
casting of the ewent, and they had o be
caréful mot to g ower 12 miles of cable or
pull ehe leads on 43 wiredess amg 152
telecommumication Cftuls. The TD-Cafird
T seq wp invelved two outside broadcast
wnits ang bwo sound vans, topether with a
total of 86 microphdone line

Lesoking alner the perommance sound was
Cweigs compary Hypeson Sonorsations o
Paudes wsing equipment supplied by STC

tuccesdul partnership: Eghting dedgners Claude Egger (left) and Mickolas die Courten |

et o Restew T ] hea PA & i
Dhspatch of Rowsy, Framoe. The PA vl a Fekx Riva
Mizyer  system with Ameron amps. The
!.'l::".l'ﬂ-l' desk consisted of two Soundcraf poncpal SpOnsars of the even [4LLag 1 Far Pawwer l_'g!ﬂ;
Series 4, 40 chanmels each, and the momtos Swims TV with all the necessary extra Production manages lgghting: Machalas de Courten
sresterm inviodeed Bed e *\.l-l."-:l:: raft desks ment required and abo ass SEINE IMCOHTING I.'__higr deak le.gr.ﬂl;hr; Fesling Biwa
wath BApver monitors and contrad. and A T crimws with orrsite sorescn Facilities H.@gl'l,g !l!l.l.'|..-! S e )
Cron amp - ) . Assistamiz Thomas de Courten

Back o the |I:_C.-'l|:lllﬂ.. most of the 35 tons of - l||:"|:|r1l.'lll'!._ I;_ﬂ:lh U II: g I::I Y L]
wspended structured comisted of G4 metres 1589 Eurovision Song Confest LHAAT e 2 s 1L lodder)
of Thomas pre-ngged truss units and 120 Execubive producer: Raymond Jumsteg Fos Capoo (Slarkle Systemi
mupbrid of Thomas peneral purpose 53 x Diwector: Alain [I:.-'.l'- Dperator: Manfred Viass
s2cm box truss and nestling some 700 Bl d_ﬂlunrr. Paul V't Techniciane Hasns Chngtuen |esser
lantema, all af which kad o go ug wathin a I"ﬁ'hlfnﬁ' demgrecric Llauoe Egger and

4 5 X 4 Pachelas ds et e Far Hypermon (50w nif}:

48 hour pengg 50 that trucks coubd dove in frar Seree Eibor Pl Lark

derneath to unload all the decking and Fgging; Serge bare Heuse desk operaton Paul Kavier Clar
e LRI HEN KN, £ Souandt Rer Suttedin House asshstant Clivier Crocquennies (510
scaffold to take 2000 seats Techedcal director: Tharles Andee Crneed Monitor desk operator Alar Schnesbiel

Fimal credit should go Lo 30my who were Stage manager: Emide Felier Monitoer assdant: Michel Lavanchy

-‘h..h_
Manfred Vaoss at the Starflle control console, alomgide the main Eghting
coalrod perition

Dimamer city: Avolites amd Celco equipment in control End of show celebeation: Claede Egger is boisbed alodt by the technical beam
19




Lighting Lgwipment

22 Thomas medelites BxbSW Par 36
12 Posi Spot Far 64

841 Thewrus Par &4 10000

17 Thowmras Par &4 X500 aircralt lainding, lights
37 DeSist Leonardo S000WV fresmei
& Cpuartaeolor Cates 00 freunels
15 Strand Cadenza 2000%Y profiles
48 Srand Cantata T0DW profiles

30 Borkey grouncimes &1 0000WY

T4 Tasco Starlaes

& Pani 12008 HW follswspots

Control:

1 Avolibes OA-500TD memony console

1 Avolites OMASDIE memnony console (back-up)

& Avolites T2 wiy dirremang sysbisn, 40 5 A,
4 n A

1 Anclites 48 way chmmeng fysbem, 24 0 WA, 24

A

5 Cedcn TV denmes 6 x 254

} Asodites relay ke 17 8 104

Z Posl Spot comtrollers

1 Tasco Slariie conbiol Fysiem

X Chear-Com 2 chinnel mleionm slatkong

congratulate

TsEng:

50 Vietdlinde L-30m Lachan hoists

1 Power Light 10 wary motod Controdkemn

i Thomas pre-ngged bosx Enoss

1230m Thormas generd] purpodas S2om b Ereess
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on their receni success al Eurovision In Lausanne B8, Power Light used Thomas equipmant including Ganeral Punpose
Truss, Pre-rigged Truss complales with Par 64 anterns on G lam bars, multicene and Par 36 8-Lite 5poi Banks,
Thomas squipmant Is avallable in Switzerdand from Power Light.

JAMES THOMAS ENGINEERING LTD, Stalion Approach, Parshore Trading Estata, Pershona,

Worcesiershing, England WR10 208

Tel: (G88) 553002 Fax: (0386) 552321




Avolites OM 500-TD, the theatre board with an
impeccable pedigree

Developed from the original "OM” the benchmark
for touring boards, combining state of the art
technology with craftsman construction

Technology you can trust from the winner of the
Performance Award for Lighting Equipment Man-
ufacturer of the Year, 1988

Avolites QM 500-TD "the theatre board.

AVOLITES PRODUCTION COMPANY LTD. ZNAS AVOLITES INC.

1Bl Prarie Fosgnuse, Lowndon MW 0 T30 G700 Crwesnsmouth dveras:, Lird B Chatsworth CA 81310
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c/s

SALES
VAZAYA

Professional lighting suppliers for
Entertainment, Leisure and the Arts

Distributors of:

TCIMCAT

5taging Systems
Triangular Truss
Tower Systems
Mini Par Cans
Lighting Bars
Pre-Rig Truss
Mini Truss
Par Cans

Suppliers of:

Cables & Flexibles
Aceflex Range of
Cable

Green Ginger/
Lightmode

Lee Gel &
Products

Duraplug
Camlocs
SocaPex
Zero 88

CCT

al )"
-

AN

AVOLITES

Hoist Controllers

“Q"-Patch
Dimmers
Gel Jet |

Relays
Desks

~,

Fog Systems
RoscoFloors
RoscoPaint
Roscolene
SuperGel
Drapes
Gobos
Props

Lamp sales of:

Osram — GEC
Sylania GTE
Thorm EMI

Waotan
Philips
G.E.

(Thomas)

650 watt Range
Tower Systems
Par 16 Battens

Cyc-lite Units
Meat Racks
Spot Banks

Raylights
Par Cans
Truss

VERLINDE
Hand Chain
Chain Bags

Eurochain
LitaChain
SpanSets

Blocks
Hoists
slings
Chain

“Le“Maitre

smoke Machines

Dry Ice Machines

Outdoor Effects
Mirror Ware

Pryotechnic
Hardware

Cartridges
Pyro Pots
Maroons
Powders

Gerbs

§ Mark

Stage Floor Tape
Safety Track
Tour Labels
Gaffa Tape

Cable Tape
PVC Tape

Custom-built flight cases
Available for anything on this page

t

5

C.LS5. 5A

Contact: Jeff Demain, Sales Manager

LES LTD.

Undershore Works, Brookside Road,
Crompton Way, Bolton BL2 25F

Telephone: (D204) 364139

Telea He% 027 Blorwef G

sl LS~

Fax: (0204) 363238
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WHAT MANCHESTER DOES TODAY

Graham Walne attends the ABTT's forum
on-memory lighting control.

This article begins with a story based on the
line more usually associated with Mausic Hall
comedians than with lighting designers: “A
funmy thing happened o me on my way ba
the theatre tonight’,

| was travelling up 1o rManchedter for the
forum and enjoying BR'S overprced
bBreakiast when & muphng fardeel and the
last three carriages gently separated from
the main traim and drifted off on their own
almg the track. Imterestingly, the brakes
failed to ocut @ and only a gaping hole
whore the buffel wied o ba browgha thee
mater i a head. Since it took nearly two
hows 1o recify the siuation your cor
respondent  therefore missed most of the
forurm's hands-on session

And o it was with a wicked twitt of Gy
that kow technology prevented me from en-
jaying high technalogy. 27 syitéems wene e
hibited by the sesen companies that were
lager imvited 1o speak and here congratula-
tors must go to David Cuoswoeth  for
achieving the nearimpossble sk of ac
tually getang so  many  manufactuners
together wiho must have been prepaning for
the ABRTT Trade Show in Lonchon

The seven companies introduced
themselves with a brief statement of their
philosophy, Eurolite ecxplained that they
alrmved 1o produce systerns with all that was
reeded i one Box rather than |:|-|,'|I;inﬂI for
boleon extras, and thesr critefion “needs,
ol wanls wad to ectha through the after-
noon, Zero B8 certainly pecked up this
therme  and added ancther nteresting
pl'iraw. ‘niche marketing, to describe their
role,

Arr pdentthied themsehoes as clear com-
petitors’ and enthusiastically described their
I'ur'l-:'.[ir.'rl't-‘i:E'r' approach  which offered
customisng  possibilities. They alss  in-
roduced ther Midi mtedface for tight se-
quencing and their designer’s tablet. Celeo
explained that thesr traditional market uses
fewer channels than theatre, and hence it
wins easier 13 make dedicated desks thar
WENE PEINE ui-l'!r-frumdllr' Ctrand’s vast ex-
perience fover 6,000 systerns workdwide)
showed in their simple  and  weleoms
philosaphy that basic operation must be
‘obwious” - thelr word, not mine, and iCs an
excellent one,

Lee told ws that their systems wene soon
to be made here and ther serdce manager
had few glib phrases but concentrated on
Estening, Furse echoed Lee's call for a com-
Mo Conbngl |.HI'IH|I..|.'I . and MDY Martin
Mogre  also Hmnﬂs'r? critscised  Marvin
Alman for lowenng the price of dimmers,
thus reducing the amount of investment
available for controls. This  hat-potato
washt patticulasly picked up on by the
other manufaciuress, but with so many
systernd oo the market one does wonder
about the profitabality (and hence about the
resgudces (or reseanch) of the control sec-
tor. (Lytemade also exhibited systerms and,
although techrecally speaking they dont
make mismiony systems - and bence they did
not take part in the debste - thesr DhiX
range of dimmers prosed rather relevant to
ther later discussion on protocol).

Thae chairman of the aftermoon’s debate

was Phiip Edwards, a lighting designer in
hits oven right (usefully on his own grownd at
the RBoyal Morthem College of Musicl, he,
your carrespondemt, and less than a hand-
ful of others compeised abowt the only
freclance dewgnesd predent out of 100 peo-
ple, perhaps because the invitation had
made it clear that the debate would cenire
on operational matters, (Should the ALD
now have a similar sessiond).

Th first guestion from the floor iden-
tified possibly the most impotant subject
of the afternoon Alex Cartwright wanted
e ke if Ehere could be more compatibili-
ty betereen systemns, thus benefitting twﬁﬂg
houses [of which his house Bradfor
Athambra, i5 one of the bes Calls were
made for the ABTT or the ALD to push for
the release of data that would prmit thie -
change of discs, (L+SI will publish any
data zent], bt one mamdacturer  lacer
pomnted cut that softpatch facilities would
stll be needed, so exchangng dises is only
half the story and many disc-based systems
di not offer sofipatch, so we need that toa.

Aipecti of Love, etropolis’ and M
Butterfly' were all quoted as examples of
productions in which the ng is considerably
smalker than it would have been in the past,
specifically because af the increased we of
remote  control  devioes, With so many
designers now combining  different  con-
trals, dimmers, cobowr changers and other
remotes, manutacturers admitted that they
were aware of the nesd for a common oon-
ol protocol, Zero 88 told the forum that
manufacturers were nol independent, but
driven by the developments of the computer
ndusitry.

Rerminders wene also made of the effors
of LSTT fthe LISA equivalent of ABTT) in
secunng the D512 standard protocol in
1986 (L+51 published the data in

Decembeer B5), In the LSA the I.ugr.- ilure
of the market controlled by the rental
houses enabled USITT w make some head-
wity, but hitre the situation i mdne diverse,
But do we need a new standard! Surely we
Can just .hdnpl LISITT OADOS12F Adver all,
it is already heve and most new devices laune
ched at this years ABTT Trade Show share
this protocol There was some dissension
however. Celoo felt that the D512 was
st fast enough for the high quantity of i
formation  which their clients’ vast rigs
i, and supgested the adoption of the
Wani"Lite protocol, a:ccumigg that it would
probably neves be published Others gues
tioned that the seting of standards would
hinder futwre development.

Continung  the  standardisation  themie,
Mr Edwards asked a question raised on the
mveitation o the forum concerning the dif-
ferent philosophies between LUSA  and
European systerns. Arii clanfied thesr ap-
proach gyinﬂ that & 1 playback-pair
systems they would exgect the larest data wo
take precedenc in 2 playback-pair systems
and there was general agreerment that the
highist précedente’ Syberm wiad nat eady o
wse, Strand rerminded the fomm that the LS
tracking’ phidosophy was based on the LS
movetade’ piano boards of the past and
uses less rmernory than in the mose common
LIK ‘erossfade” systems.

The old quedtion about manual o timed
crossfades came wp and the lack of support
for the Latter must have made the manufac:
turers wonder why they bothered 1o fit any
such facthties at all. Understandably, the
designer-operatons  [attending  in large
mimbers) preferred mameal fades: | recall
my desgre-operator  days  with  great
pleasune since then | had a corstant oppor-
temty [0 respond to the produection, an
HEANIC  event after all, But Mr Edwards

> 2-way, B-way and
professional
systems

P Full range of
pyrotechnic effects
including ‘specials’
and ‘one-offs' to
your requirements

» Colour brochure

available from:

“Le°Maitre
lighting and effects
316 Puriay Way, Croydon,
Surrey CRO 4X),

Telaphone: (1-685 D258
Tobox; 853220 Madre (3
Facsarmibe: O &80 X3,
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YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE AN EXPERT

to work on a 528-I1,
its access is extremely easy and logical.

But if you want to make capital out of todays technology, the §28-11 offers you :

« programmable keys allowing an immediate
execution of your operations according to
your own method of working and your
production’s needs.

a full proportional patch of 999 channels

an ability to operate as a network in

synchronism with other 528-I1, with the ES28
(special effects), the B28 (back up), the R28
(in the auditorium) and the Mé8 (control for
motorized luminaires).

H.Y. ADE 5.A

Balgium
Tal  +3852/T22.17.11
T 22154
Fox, +32/2/722.17.64

ADB-Solair S.A

13142531433
Tx 206428
Fox | +33/1/42.53.64.76

ADB-Sofais

Tel : +33-.|"J'ﬂ.5-&4a.-_ﬂ

Tx 700254

Faax

ADB

lighting systems

Tal.  +33/91.25 22,00

Faz  +33/91.34.24 70

ADBE GmbH
CHpsaishiasse 4

D-pl62 Mihlhedn oan
piczin

Dasttschicend

Tal H?f'l'.'l |0Afa6204

Tx 4189103




remindied the fonum that systems wene used
for many different shows and, hence,

be aperated against type. Fod eaample,
sdid the Celco systems were used in theatres
and Strand systems were used in rock
mwdl both not ther tradiional markets
There was much discussion about over
riding tmed fadess and many  manufac
turess (notably Eurolite] later admitted to
e at the ABTT Trade Showe that they had
leamed from the discusison and made thes
facility mose accessible,

A Edchward’s provocatrve question about
puiting cross-fade pushes on 5% desks had
i takers, bt there was some agreemin|
that lr||.'.li‘-|,'.|r-|:|ﬁ|’|:|'1E| ard pre-heating lamps
overcame the mflexbility of timed fades.
Howevier, only one person adrited wsing
automation, stating that the margin of error
wias 5o slight that & was outweighed by the
benefits, indeed, | must agree, having Eu-rn
fortunate enough o work with some of the
best rasscians and conductons, notably at
the Boyal Opera Howse, Paris Opera and
Boston fii. In thase howses | abvays us-
o timed fades, bt then my Operators were
all mussicians! In addition, | abwvays used
tirned fdes on tour snce there is mo way |
can teach each Maondins different operator
the muances of ‘a show new to him only
bertis bifore

| dich find it interesting that few vosoes
were raised o suppor of irasing beter
operalon and a guestion of provideng help
mers (a5 far as | could tell only wo
systerrns on daplay affered any kind of
operatonal assistance) led on to a discus
shoan aboul whd wiites the maneal. The e
dividual companies were in much agrees
marnit o this: {Celoo) “we need o intespret
the wnderlying trend and not wiste {or just

one person, (burclte] “all oporators noed
o use the system, nol just the chiel elecis
cian”; and (Furse} “w's impostant the desk
and manual is not diesi by coemimittes,”
wiere typical. All mamdacturess admisted o
extendve sefred trials of prototype Systerms,
soma by inchouse untrained stafl and others
by actual vennes {interestingly, in these
cased, wystemns are disguised n colous and
logos of noneexditent companices()

Pratotype systems have teething rroubles
and Mr Edwards asked how possible it was
1o identify the most frequent source of
trouble and then duplicate components.
Zedy BB, afer raising smibes with a descrip-
ton of a ‘doptray’ to catch the spalled
drinks, sasd that dr.'ruhllng coHmiponents of-
fectively only meant that there was more (o
go wrong, but Ard pointed out that the
redwced sipe of the components meant that
mare could go on fewer boards and hence
rediuce the mirnber of conneclon. Strand
identifed & wide vanety of backup devices
and said it was really up to te customer to
identify the size of his investment in this
S,

There was more respome to Mr Edwarnd's
questions about the ideal number of sulr
mastevs and how o identify them Most
people agrecd that a large number was
#ood, especially for one night stands, bug in
this alpha-numsere age | was surprised that
all agrecd a paper plot was sill the best
Ferhaps this was because most alio agreed
that YDUs offercd far too much data and
most layouts wede a mess (lers see what
thiey do about it thend), Mr Edwards asked
shiethér it should be possihle to woek & desk
withowt a VDU, and Arm reminded of the
ideal (ser by the | ry MAE of LED
reacouts on the itsall, swrely a star

dard any good desk should have! There was
an intevesting question aboul eyve-strasn and
VDS, and the puidelines laid down in the
Hezalth and Safety Commissson were men:
e but no one  appearsd  unduly
bothered. However, | would be interested
to see i ABTT or ALD take up this point,
having suffered this myself [notably in
Boston where | plot at the stalls congrol]
and | can't believe | am the only designer 1o
dir s | also wonder i there will be any aye
strain from wsing graphics tablets, most al
the legends on existing systems are far oo
small and faint.

The simélarity between lighting controls
and computers prompded a discussion on
m-ln;E, systoms for other functeons, such as
stock conteod, but all were agreed that
Syslemd would then be chowen by manage
ment accoundants and not by operatos, bn
deed, this was perhaps the overall mesiage
to the manulacturers, that the benafits of
computer technology had been allowed o
Blingd system dessgnens to the ments of
dedicated (and simple) keyboarnds,

Controd  systems  might be needed by
|||.ﬂ'|hr'|g dinaH,nEn_ st they are selected h:.r
operators and  the ABTT provided a
vakuahile opporinity for thiir siirws to be
aired, Howewer, we shall see if the pleas for
standasdsation are heard by the ABTT or
indeed by anyone efse. [PLASA, | is in
your interest after all])

The ABTT MNorth Committes has o
hentage of famous lighting men. Let it now
take the widative on standards (a8 direc
o, inlensity and colour iru:rl:qnngh' COTHE
undhir the designer's stalls tablet) so that we
can truly say “what Mancheser does today,
the rest of thee country does tomadrow’.

PALS =Tha Precision Automated Lighting Syaten s now
frvailable from Cyberdescence, PALS consists of inteligent
moborised units that enable the remote control of B wide range

of standard fim and theatre lantermns

Controd of the syatem and the recording of settings and
BSTUENCES IS VIl &N Basy t0 programmes compstar with &
dedicated kevboard, PALS offers a high degros of accuracy
arid effickency in the settng, focusing and colowr changing of
kanterrm. Al this s achsrsed wsicg 8 much guister drive systam

thain priedious Motorised Units

Tk units take up the same Spece on & bar
as a standard lntern, and with Fetle ncreass in

wou need fensar bnterns and dimmars
Lighiting dasigrars will sppreciabe the rangs of live
affects, ighting technicians will benefit from reduced rigging

and focusing times, with marmy subsequent changes baing done

ot the touch of a button.

Cybordescence hire PALS units fully fight cased, with all
cables. astanderd colour scroll and traras beckhnicians.

0 whether you are iwobsed in ighting for theatre, film
ard vides, o business presentations it S well worth considoring
PALS from Cyberdesconce as part of your naxt
design or proposal. PALS are arepilabie for hine or
purchige, For mone tochacal information ard &

waight. Tha versatdity of PALS means PRECISION AUFTOMATED LIGHTING SYSTEMS  guotabion please contact Dl Trew,

CYBERDESCENCE, MO HIGH ROAD, MORTH FIMCHLEY, LOMNDON MIZ QX PHOME Gl-448 4248, FAX Bl-446 1130
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Up 1o 256 Channels
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ur ﬂim ann to -
'Suhﬂe Hues . . . with DATAFLAEH

- The World's most advanced Xenon Flashlamp Dirmmalie!
System. Multiple flashlamps, each individually
addressable and dimmable, provide shori-term
bursts of incredible power . . . or soft hues for
more subtle eflects. Colored domes, color- = Tad
correcting domes, narrow-beam reflectors and Reileclors and Yoke
dichroic filtration are available options. Each hits Available
cantraller can Individually control or commumni-
cate with up to 256 llluminators by means of a
single 2 conductor shielded cable which is
dalsy-chained from one illuminator to anolher.
Each controller may contain up to 99 programs,
and 8 unigue touch panel interface allows the
user to call up programs instantly for live
control. Audio synchronization 5 accomplished
by two different audio advance selections. The
end result is a powerlful xenon illumina-
tion system that delivers on demand.
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SHOWLIGHT 89, AMSTERDAM

Francis Reid, Julian Williams and Tony Gottelier
report back from the Hilversum collogquium.

If the entertainment ndusiry’s  technology
GO Eréncis, SYTNDEA and oxhibitions were
laid end o ernd, thiEre wooubd be mo ime left
to go on holiday. Fortunately, these events
are not choned but take many (ooms, with
the theatre technology assocations of LSA
and UK representing the extremes. LUSITT
confer  with  intersive  #eal  in many
urrmblanenis sessions from before beeakfast
umkil after suppeer, with an exhibition on the
side. ABTT concentrate on thesr trade shaw,
leaving philosophecal discourie 1o the infos
makties of the bar, Balancing these ex
trem, the mtermatsong] trend B o add
discussion sessions to trade fairs: mainky due
by thete chear e for & miore formal dialogue
betwoeen maker and wser, but also becauss
the word corference can make it easier for
vigitors from sectors subject to public ace
countability to claim attendance expenses

Showdight hosever b different, sven uni
gue. It is not exhibition-based, although the
rifreshimend area has  small  commercial
stands which are mose 0 the nature of
meeting pomnts than product launchers, it s
held every four years, having started in Lon-
don i 19871 and reached Amsterdam wia
M York, Showlight is not ust confined 1o
Eghting but to the lightng of shows viewed
directly by the human eye or via film and
wadon. It usos the label ‘collaguium” o em-
phasise the opportunity for t@a i:n_g |u_g|_a|her_

However, it has to be said that in Amster-
dam the nature of this colloguy was no dif-
ferent from that of virmually ewvery other
event - it happened outside the formal ses-
siors, The word discussion appeared seven
tmes on the prinbed programme bat ocowned
anby once and then breefly, This was as it
shaouiled b i a b day ewvent it is possibie o
have papers on a broad spectium of topecs
o to have discussion, byt not both, And the
:.Lu.'np__!h of Showdight B9 was in the biraadih
corvered

Another major sirength was the bresity of
thi papers. YWith only one conference room
in session and MOl papers under 15 rminafes
there was an ncenlve Do gt irmvolved
beyvond one’s own specal area Hese in
Amagterdam the d'.‘:h:lgur B bwoier  waricows
leght users - that interaction to which we all
pay lip service - actually took place

Dtl-l:slhﬂ awaill the olficial cpening of th:mrg;h:&&

The guhibition area at the Hivemum 11‘-.-‘-‘m ol MOiE, B #Eh:pln mmd-rd the sw:mlnqmﬂq.

If thare was a cowmimon themae, it was a plea
for smplicity, Some calls wese for a Pomnr
technologcal simplcity while others (usually
trown those, it has to be said, with a vested ine
terest ir cey l:-||.l|.1|n5 and seflmg |'||-[|.-.'i1:l W
for  hamessing complesity 0 achieve
simphoty. Top performers included;

B Hamg Walll who offersd an M A
prodemic againad formal lghting education and a
iplendsd ipool lsunch of 4 new conbral system
bated o the arnatune oonbiol wiscr, He wamed
against the race o be St to we the esest, and
pererally fermehded] il Thal we wisie 4 eipie in-
dhusbny,

» Phalip Edwards took up ks people thems in
relation bo control desk operation, making a totak
Iy COMMINCENE, Casd foe an iveobasd OferEIO0 TR
e pather than redonded me

& Tim Bamham a board operafor from pee
iiriey i, kisinas TRl wlhubi Py Bachindbingy
haa provided kot of ladders, contnol systems have
alsa petwide] & Erosvtl Sfea Do srakes, pamculis
by in channed acoess time. ‘With digitisers, the plot
can oo e oontndl surisoe. This codld e a
way foreard, although it raises as many questions
a5 i solves: conferendd omparms in search of a
theme should put this one down for an
altemnan’s dedurisin

® Muax Keller and oha Henschel a0 ssibby thee
mioed Brilliant anarchists working in I:ﬁﬁ.‘:| tn today,
Lising rediecoimeeniamal hght sources they are a
winchira: on much of o futuee, Henschel with his
'“ﬂ'll"ilu'.l"ih'll‘r-“!‘lh'l'l“ such altesrative lurenaires. as
ehé diathin, cydlops and sunbed represents the
dr-l-:hn'nal-hng of tefesvision, while Keller dhoras us
the theatncal value of broad directional
statements from single dbcharge sources. Thsi
Sharaighit subimisdions receroed yympathetic e
ing in the prevailing climate of technology as slave
rather than master
& Lew Wabuon wans timely pragmatic absout lghiting
educaticn, YWhilp acknovindming the importance
of orrthe-job dacoveny, he emphasised the need
fior ||1;,|‘(|!1ﬁ ninwoomers b e omede paware of
krpwiecpe which already existed and so avold ne
irsertioens of thee whssl, Aned P trggine Lome of
that irdormal glassin-bund lunchtime dehate: &
the kghting designer a light person wha works an
s, of 8 shiw perion who works with light?
Bug my godden tulip for Showlight speaker of 89
RS 10 Rabert Menries who demorsdrated gobos
in gerseral and his osan DA ones 0 particular, He
lil?'iu i such A cheae irdoemative and interesting
way that | shall henceforsvard regard bom as the
miusry sanied fod the amiculacy o which all
sales engineers. should aspire, Mot for Menzies
suich mearinghess pheases i sate of the art), for

Firil-day I.'lrlHl:l rightl; geest speaker ill Ken Ackerman [chairmam

ol the Showlight 89 progamme commities), and D A, Smil [general
manager, belevinkon diviséon, NOE].
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Hass Woolf,

o= Bk wltirrate fuerofl in any sales pitch.)

Theesg wopre just a bew highlights as noted
by one member of the asdience at an event
which rated a generally high standard of e
cedlence in all areas. Apart from the diversity
and depth of the foimal programme, men-
pion mist be made of the high quality of
presentation, 11 owas ceftainly interesting to
discuss the future in a studio setting of ar-
chaelogical fragments and, thanks to MOB
[Hﬂherlan-d; Eroadcasling Sennces Conpora:
ticrs), this i the first conference where [ can
recall speakers being |.'-|¢l|:r|'."r|'|-' it and the
sound mot only working but doing o with
quality,

And full marks too for the boat trips. The
first, along the canals from the Theatro
pAuseurm with stops at the Schathy, Carre and
Musek Theatres offered an opportunity for
ws to meet, ged and become more than the
sum of our pans, The second provided the
real colloqury of Shawlight 859: a r||51ta"-!'. bt
{1 aboard a orising  restored  paddie
steamier wis the ideal venue for informal
dsciission of the topics aived by the formal
papers, The wand and comversation flowed
We landed aglow with owr confidénce in the
future of light for shows. But the crganisers
presented s all with torches. Just m case.

Francis Reid

“Thicugh the language of Eght, we have
connected togethes™  said

bean lobn
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BEC Televisios's john Farr (Jeft) with Lee Wation and Bl Kages.

By Gtr.

Hershall in his pager Wrekbech Lighting,
The Altemative Approach’, as he illustrated
with film sequences his bghting of the
outrageous Cult ant network 7, which did not
use anmy corventional TV of film lighting. His
talk gave us a unique insight into other possi
ble uses of lighting equipment and handling
of sources, in adaptatons ranging from
dusthing o motorbdes,

Having spent bwo days al the NOB in
Hilversurm, mear Amsterdam, [ feel this is
what Showight is all about. Speakers comr
bined their mbents ower a programme that
covered television, theatre and film Eghting,
ane] thes third intermational colloquien was
presended to around 300 delegates from 25
Counines.

The unigueness of the event can be summ:
ed up in the words of chairman Ken Acker-
man: “¥We do nol expect any momentous
decissons, bt we do expect much individual
benefit from the discussions bebween expen
practitipners, equipment suppliers, and con-
sultarts, covering the whobe field of enter
tainment lighting.”

From a broad range of activities within the
enterainmaent lighting business from users,
disipriess, manufactuners and engimeers, thiz
subjects covered standards, Eght sources,
luminalre design, safety practices and so on

“The colloquivm is amed at technically
aware and experienced delegates,” said Fhil
Rose of CCT, a member of the organising

CCT Theatne

committes, Despite the specific aim of the
colloguium o discuss equapiment and not o
debve too deeply into the atistic ighting
philosophy, there were some intense papars
coverng diverse subjects

But, for me, the purpose of such a wnigque
ey, wihere so many Couniriéd ane in atben
dance, & to draw on global diversfication
amdd 1o learn from each athers knowledge
+ to hear speakers who are leaders n their
field, and who have innovative theories
which nsed to be atred and then discussed,

Although it is necessary for papers o be
presented from the manufachuning sector,
they need not spend o much of their tme
selling their product - a seminar 3t one of the
numenos trade shows or fairs can be used
for that purpose - Showlight & the place
whiere they should be m discussion with ex-
perienced practitioners in the profession.

This Shenafight programme consisted o
sewen  sessions, respectively  on Perfor
Mancng’, "S{.re-i.lal Eigs, Controlling  Light',
L._E_h|_ Art and Science’, Light SOurces,
Autornated Lighting” and Effects’. Each houwr-
by session had abouwt four papers. There was
alsn a guest speaker to start each morning
and attemoon Ledtion,

Sofme  representatives from  commencial
companied Enited themselves to their own
peroducts, while some speakers took their
time in going over makemal, with which
many of us ane already familias, 0 make

i

113!1&5'1“1] Rose (3 Shivwlight committes member) with
onganiver Mauneen van Woudenberg, of NOB,
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Le Mustre's Rodmey Clark flefl) and Wil Scott right) with Ben Wieljters of Jac

joee Thomiley and Feler Boobt of Les Cobortesn (el ) wilh David Betenchaw m.
Stramd Lightesg and Francis Reid, Van Ham, their Dwich distribwtors.

B

Mario (elt) and Fabis De Sisti (fight) with Flashlight's Gerard jongeries.
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Outside the Camé Theatre: Neil Rice of Optilinetics with Lee Wation and  Colfee, sandwiches and business on the OipSikinetics stand with joha |efooal
Fradcid Peid. anad Meil Bice {left], David Thosnas fright), and Hans Noiens of Jac Van Ham,
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thieir point. S0 thére was imevitably litthe
roam for thie ‘informal discussion’ - the essen-
tal ‘other’ ingredient.

Cuwest speaker Bill Klages from the LISA,
opened the first of the sessions owver a
background film of Micheel Crawfords
Mussie of the Night' from 'Phanton’, pedarm
o live to an audiernce of 16,000 to celabate
the inauguration of George Bush, He used
thee example of th erormous irstallaton for
this networked televisson  distribution 10
make the point that, even with the benedit of
today’s technology and experience, over a
20 year penod the light level had not chang:
ed much from around a hundred ool
carddlos,

in a prial , yet stimulating opening ad-
diress entitled Television Lighting  Yester-
day, Today and Tomorrow' e proposed
that in onder for us to obfain the resul
which we erwsage, we should pay as rsch

L3 -

tbck Hund of the Swan Theatre Worcsster [kell) - wmner ol a free ing o
Bowhight courleiy Rosoolab sad Meboe Hall [centrel. L+5F fullan Willams gels
ke slory.

i banguet on board ihe paddle

Sharwligh
T nllndlrhil'ﬂ'l
Martis bmu
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are amaongsd the groug.

attention o owf inuition as to the hgid
rules of the expers. He L'|IJI"|-|.II.II'\-|'!I'J (0
engineers who despned the switchboards of
today with all the bells’ and ‘whistles” bt
who never visit the production emanonment
andd, giving s some detall about the
reliabihty of the dimmer systerns 15 years
ap, suggested that they should meet some
of the criteria built into some of the antique
contnod syitems,

Despite these reservations, e ended on a
brighter note saying that he felt we had
cormse a long way with our techmslogy and
can look forward 1o further advances, Ha
wiew was that we hove acoumulated a
catalogue of methads and skills due to ac-
complishments al ouf  AsSoCiabes,  and
through their efforts have gained an acoep
tance that we could never have emvdsaged in
the: infancy of our profession, “Let us ap-
preciate the (et that we have Showkght &%

paddle steamer M5, Jan Reevees Joe . -
e Colostran), hll:r'i!'nn-d[‘l'u‘l@ﬁ“md Strand’s Celia Mpchﬁm-'rﬂ.mnlhﬂlumpum mdr:huw r;-u-nplﬂe wilh
FAaLS andd 2 glosvy new hoochure.

A deputation | mhwhumma:mmamummmm wmumammmmm]mmm:mm
w|1“;mmm!m“mmmmﬂ%1ﬂm Market and Gordon Peardman,

Tawdl ol Great American

arf remember that there really & big fun fo
b had from what we do in the mdusing.”
Emphatically he conchsded: “lefs nod
change a thing.”

To come to ths event in Holland was, toe
me, a chanoe o e how other practitioners
waotk, and an 1_H|I|Hj'1|;eﬂ|ng pagsr Cams leom
Hl,:rl.g.arl.'ln designer Bela Golr. T was un
fortunate that the wvideo comversion from
the Russian format was moompatible and
resubted in its quality being impaired. This
made it difficult for Gote, wih a hmited
English translation of his paper, o ate-
ety illustrate his work. Despite this, the
tape mate apparent the theatrical quality of
his work, both lighting and set design, with
LT Ty 1‘.-"-.1-!1'||:||E'!| Riving a rn.:g,uul Ep
pearance in scenes  from Passion o
Crikomilya’, ‘john the Hem' and 'HephEﬂ
the Kng, the rock opera lighting being
suppdemented with flame propectors, lasers

——

Masberibe irom Rolile Holland: a Par &4 add-on that camsed a great deal of n-
legesll
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and military searchlights. He showed how
the elements of kghting can change thie ap
pearance of different textures of scenery
suirface matemals,

In dee foreword to his brochure, Fal
Mihaltz says: “Cotr had developed from a
;._a||'-|.1ugh1 man into an  expert of
remarkable accomplshments © . . His stage
seenes assist the communication of abstract
icheas a5 well a8 the srmulaneous manifesta-
tigns of external and internal realites ™ The
responge to his work at the end of his paper
could be jedged by the member of people
tryireg o obtan this illustrated brochure of
hits wark, which was in limited supply.

Thede wete some intereshing  papird N
thege  sptsiond, frofm  assorbed, et cone
trasting areas of the industry. For example,
in the seison about Perdormances, Are
thony Bowne spoke of the different CHHEHOA
wnities that lighting for dance presents to
the other forms of theatre lighting And
Keith Reed showed some clips from the
Brets, the 19375 theatrical drarma series
ard -E::pla ned how En Laws’ knowledpe
and his “pairstakingly collected, theatrical
Aladdin's Cave of archival stage lighting
equipment” had helged him o néalising the
period I:E_hr.ng for the television prudul:
BicH.

In the session on Special  Rigging.
although the scheduled paper on a rock o'
rodl feature could not be delivered and was
rhsch missed, Steve Kemp’s paper cami fo
e the nearest (o the subject wihian he talkod
about hes prormnent Lee Towers Gala ng,
featured last year in L+31 Then there was
Hemk wvan der Geests most informatnee
paper on the difficulties of tounng. He has
come ug with some ideas and explained his
eapectation of the equipment (though
much said before in the past) on comtrol
compatability, but where boards and dim-

Vaughan of Varidite Ferope et} with

\ s

Lighting “anarchiat” [ohn Henshal,
3z

mers should Talk’ w each other, o bk
computers together, and provide electronic
cue boading.

Oither  sessions  included Controlling
Light, Light Sources, Automated Lighting
and Special Efects, and a session on Light
Ar and Soence inowhich Lee Watson talk-
ed of the trends and dhanges we are apout
o see in lighting edecation in the US and
possibhy elsewhiene

Though the standard of these papeis was
high, an invigorating and entertaining
paper abouwt Dutch lighting consultant
Harng Walifs ideas, was posibly about
whete we ane at rather than whese we ane
ROMg . . -

He raised some objecions G current
issues. He spoke of the choice of a new light
board on a consultancy projpect I::-emg
alway: 4 big topic, and said that light
boards today don't satishy him at all as they
necsd o much  handling,  Meanwhile
dreaming af the mird cantiol |13-‘!1 Iwzard,
ke made the poant of the showness, while
liaising through an assistant and a board
operatar, [0 canry out the simplest of tasks.

He talked amusingly about his oen
‘dreams  of the mind" contral light board
arwl handed us over to his Triend’ playing
the part i a spoof of a Thelaware’ pr-:n:lu-:ts
salesrman introducing us to the latest pro-
duct for the fas pacing lighting designer’
Ancd further 1 a ‘new, essential toal of the
trade’ tor replace the electronic owverkll that
dosly  tums  the contemporary  ghting
designer mto a ‘momtor onentated desk
pinned  operator, iretead of & |'|gh-l.-
manouverable stage onentated craftsman
The salesman’ then demonstrated the “Ar
ratwie conbrel visor' an adaptaton of an
Fi6 pilot, fully equipped headset with a
socalled reading visor having all the
struments projected from the ‘dog fight

pare.

Buz Hans came o the point wihien he sald
that every magazine in owr field brngs ar
ticles on these subjects. Semenars  arne
dedecated Do it Nowadays everybody &
convinced af the need for educating the
lighting designer. Once again, apologetical
by, he questioned this, and sasd he had his
doubis.

He questions whether the current form of
training for our prospective colleagues is in
fact the best available, emphassing that our
prafession has o be learmed in the old
fashioned way, which & n practice. “You
dont learn at school how to deal with
hysterical actresses, directors who  don’
have the slightest dea of light, set designess
whi also think that their Lot is the most in:
teredting part of the production, and wha
thimk that actors onby ditturb tha pechurel”
Although he accepts that the lighting
designer has to deal with techaclogy, the
rain point of this profession, he contend-
ed, s dealing wallh all kinds of people
“fou can be an expert in anahydng scnpis,
techmscal drafts o colour theories,” bl
he went on o say, “you dont leam lighting
design from a book, but only n daily
practice,”

He recommended a good nor-technical
education as a base - such as art school, Be-
ing an educationalisy, he specialised in the
handling of difficult childeen and emphasis-
ed that this was imvakiable training in
assoCiation with his work nowe . . . To
becorrwe a lighting designes takes years, and
he claims that ifs our responsibility 00 Cane
for the training of our successors in theatres
and studios as it is there that they learm
what lighting design b5 about, and not from
the theatrical dreams of a unneeriity.

He concluded that; “Shadow rndl-:lrlg 15
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I.IGHT Light & Seund Design

LIGHT adj. not heavy;
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lirtle.
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Ludien Van Peuwenhuysen (lefl) and Bob Rutten of ADE.

our prafesson i a sensitive and caing way
ot blinded by the newest technology, but
by sericing the production, nel with the
cheap tricks of Batman, but with the in-
tegrity and craftsmanship of Rembrandt.”

Anothar commendation should go o
Philip Edwards who beavely got up, as a
technician of the trade, and questioned the
place of the lighting operator today.
“There is little talk about the training of an
operator, particularly @ the theatre, and
madern controls ane tending to make us
Iose sight of the fact that theatre & about
live performances,” he said. As a pract-
tioner in another area of the industry, Ed-
wards sxid be felt strongly that “technology
for the sake of technology & boring . . . bve
skl is fun.”

Will we still be at the same crosssosds of
technology werius craftsman and education
wirsus practice when everybody meets again
in four years Gme v Romel And at that
tirme, ot will be a year altes 1992,

ulian Williams

This learned gathenng of Eghting heminaires
was, indeed, a melting pot for ideas and
cross-border thinking between all the o
ferent L ting disciplings.

Apart from the theatre, flm and TV oo
ple, there was an inberesting mter:’.h-a.n;ge
with architectural lighting, both in a product

semse, and as far a3 individuals were cone
cemed. This was particularly apparent in the

thowing,
Tasgo Communications,
presentation given by Dutch stage lighting
desprner Hans Wolff, who prina ed an ob-
pect lesson in how 1o use theatrcal stunts
amndd props to keep a senouh audeence amus-
ed, without obicuring s message. | wai
nal therefore, sunprised 1o discover that be
s successfully applying theatrical lighting
techmegues o commercial mtenors from his
recently formed architectural bghting prac-
tice. B he gives b chents sirmilar presenta-
tisns, he will never be shoa of work

Similarhy, [ Harald Hofmann from Erca
gave a conwinging talk on theatrical in
Fuences on their range of Eghting products,
using thie famous glass pyramid at the Lowvre
a5 his focal poent. Less easy 1o grasp wad A
lecture by a Polish gentbernan on the poten-
tial use of lasers on stage which, | am afrald,
left mie, and | suspect mast of the audience,
muode corvinced than ever that thelr natual
home it eliewhone

Mevertheless, the wery fact that the subyect
was given an airing at all s indicatiee ol
Showlight's visiom in creating a forem where
the futune is up for grabs, That B naot v say
that there wasnt plenty of retrospection
also, in fact rather too much of it for my lik:
ing. What has happened in the past is not
abways helpiul in explaining what may occur
sometime hence; although it certainly helps
e fill wp the allotted ten mnubes,

Although | was sceptical about thee hijack:
ing of the symposia by commercial interests,
I now realise that they provided an essential
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element and, of course, are maose willing, 1o
talk as thisy have a vested interest. One who
resisted the temptation Lo promote exasting
equpment, and looked only to futwe pro-
duict possibilities was Tem Bumbam, Ahways a
wigionary, Tem's thoughts are fdw engaged in
the possibilities for appbying CAD and com
puter graphics to lighting design, several
stops beyond simple dra.ft:ng of the lighting
phot.

Those who didnt resist the templalod T
promate, but who succesded in engaging
their audiences  attention, wené  Strand
Lighting whao demonstrated the latest PALS
driven lighting system; Vari-Lite who urvesl-
ed their mproved model the VLB DHA
Lighting who gave us a chear wew of their
gobos and other effects wheels: and Will
Seott of Le Maitre whio, a4 wou might expect,
attempted o blow ws all up,

Missing from this Bst, smply because b
demongtrated something which was new, at
laast g me, is Dedo Wieger's epomymou
Dedolight. Through what is claimed 1o be an
unique optical arrangement, whitch mowiss in
entirety i relation to the fixed front conr
denser, # succesds i oul performing thee
st fresnels by achieving a focusing range of
1:25. With & conwenbonal nstrument you
woidld do well o schieve 196, In addition,
considerably boosted light output and evenr
mess of distibution has been managed, by
wsing this set-up with a clear condenser and
12 volt halogen lamp. All this is housed in a
light alurrsnurn diecast casing whadh wall fit in
your hand,

Thete is an additional projection lens at:
tachment available for this fitting which
enables framing shutter, iris and gobsos to be
appled with no apparent colour finging,
This particular function was most successful-
by dernorstrated, and makes it veny usetul loe
applications outside its intended market, for
examnple in display and interios lighting
dhpsigrs

It was, perhaps, to be expected that bitle
interest would be shown in this so called,
lighting colloguivm by the rock and
discotheque lighting designens and manufac-
turers, The one speaker on towrng rigs failed
tex turn ug and | only found Mike Woods of
WE and a team froen Optikinetics from the
disca side of the fence.

| suppose this & soll the feeling of
rebellious  young furks,  having turrad

*established noems on thelr head, yet i
timicated by all the learmed chat, or sirmply
too impatient 16 ke the Gme ITs a pity
beacause there & considerable innovation on
offer from this sector and the crossover 1S
potentially great and mutually beneficial,

Tony Gotteler



GOTHENBURG CITY THEATRE

Lighting manager Kjell Christiansen on the Theatre,
Lighting designer Maurifz de Vries on ‘West Side Story’

Caothenburg City  Theabne . openid in
1934, and is the oGty's base for creative
drarma. As a theatrd, L o Ufgos in Seesden
e s wade range of technical equipment
Thie wenpe compeses 4 vamable  loem
aviditaseurn compdete with all the NBCESE3 Ny
mechanmscs, stage and lift svstems

The rewolving stage has a diameter of 18
metnes and the facdity of two liRs, covering
about half of ifs swface, Ore ol the Lilgs s
capable of from the bassment
storage room, cight metres bensath the
stago, 4 whole section of the set permanent
by built on a low wheeled plattomm, The
dapth irvoleed in this equaton means that
there are ng esInchions impossd on the
"cnte‘hr of the scenery utilised in this manner
foour perormance of Wesl Saie 5200y
discussed Lter, the theatre did not make use
ol this fackty but rather lay the staps opan
all the woay to the permanent cyclarama, The
wiolking, height of the stage is 18 metres

The ongmal placing of Raterrs was all in G
behind the proscernom arch, bt like so
maryy 1heatres, mdry of owr lantemd are
placed in the auditorum, The theatre was
geugned o seal st wader 1000 patrons,
haalf of them in the stalls ang thee rest i b

FAISINTR
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Bt [considersd o be of great archibectural
valuel)

|'_|_||_|||_'|||'ﬂ|||_ wike I'h"'-""l'- |:|':|'|II:'|| it A &%
system from ADE Belgum which we install
ed in the summer of 1988, Two 5281
miermory highting contral Systems are mwvalby
ed for both the big and small stages, After
anahring  and  Sudying  many
systems, we found the %HU system very
sophsboated and [he  rema By 2o
Efects Module helped us to make our deci-
sion e go ADE. Best of all, m an |
hands. we find the 5 30 system WY TREY (O
Opuarale

Griterenl

In addition to the controd System, new
lanterms ware added im ishing AL 3, 2 and
Ik, Miethammar 2k room prodiles and OCT
Tks. I all we have a stock of around 350
luminaines, and mach of the old eguipmeéent
|'|.'|'\;. :::-_ll_"'" i, SOMTE QOO0 |'|||:|
lamtems Iroem Strand; 223, 243 and 23

FElaingd ||'||_'||_| 1

For bl lubire we agne ::\,I-:|L||'||\" I'l.-'..'.,,ll-'! 48]
pEmng the new D5 1071 proliles e ADB
.'||'||:| MEEL SLITHITRE Wif will B IMAEELINR i YD
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Kgell Christiansen

West Side Story: a soene from the Gothenburg City Theatres recosdbreaking paoduction,

Stagng a musical wilth & drama COMpany is
mol without its peoblems, as resources may
e wEnling Doth s artste ancd technecal
reapects,  Mowewer, by ac g ‘hiredan
danceds o our mdEn COmMpany, our resent
owdaiuction of West Side Story af Cothien
burg City Theatte was to become the
Leadons big efort

Thiz first discussons wene with the director
ad  the stage, costume and lighting
QESFNeSs Fega ||||'||.!| :i":l_l |||:Jl|||_!|_-.:| 1O :_||"_|||_-
pradduction, It was belt that the focal point of
thi HCIE A il one of '.|'||_' MO DDenl images
of West Sude Story s the element of conilict
Emphasis was placed on leather and medal in
the cosburmes and retal and concrete in the
s coupled with the lighting sthyle of a rock
CoaCart

O of the factors | had fo take info oon
SHETADN wWas hal he siage o uied n a
reperlary syslem and, as a result the Bme
1 sels and both the
Pt Erom e pings

is just four hours.

allowed for champ
plilwnE and S0
CCEHON TD fi rHoD s
1 ordiEr b e the production that rock
ComEeErt £ & W gob notd of Slick [FUSsEng
I thee hisatei, | neoded a
ERERC gy O thie o MU

F’  ;
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Another scene irom Wesl Side Story, Gotlenbang

which projected hke an arrow head into the
stalls. Six odded Svoboda units were built
all wath miree landerms in a row

Ordinary Svobodas were also used as back
lights i thae b striset sefs, a8 thesy wene lod
the finale, where the aciors waled towards
the light placed in the centre of the perma:
el oyclorama. At a very early stage, and at
thie requiest of the stage designers, smoke was
moorparated into the effects o provide an
atmospheric backdnog to the clashing Con
frontations of the Sharks and the lets, the
warming strsef gangs in the play. [wo Kosoo
1500 smoke machines were placed close 1o
the cyclorama, and onie ZE 200 frant of the
D

Finally, a dance floos was built, made of
tempersed pglass imported from  the
Metherlands  and, with [ights  beneath,
grouped i CORCEntrc NNgs in 10 channels
LRiliwing 1= facilities of the ADE E5 2B, | was
ahle to create a variety of exciting and vivid
flpliatt

The mew ADBE §-2881 lighting controd diesk,
installesd n the thaatre last year, facilitabed
the design and operaton, Everything wiosked
ol woitl| & e |'.|-'l.rdl.|l.'rll'.ll'l Wit d greal suc
oess, Instead of mmning the show for a

City Theatre.

limited peniod of three months only, s in
|I:|.:|||'r p—',;lll'q-_-l_L wie sold out for the whole of

thir sEason Maudts de Vries
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ON-COURT CLOSE-UP

Ben Duncan outlines Stephen Court’'s part in the sound
reinforcement business, and goes on to review Court’s new
‘Programme Processor’ for installed loudspeaker systems.

Stepheer Court has over 20 years experience
in LK soud remforcement. o 1970, he
began importing |BL speakers, Aside from in-
stalling studso manitoning fin EMI, Decca and
Marqueel Court's first clients were the early
largescale music reinfcrcement PA rental
companies, notably Dave Heartstone’s 1E5
amd Joe Brown's Tasco. B 1974, Stephen
formesd Court Acoustics, His clients included
Queeen, 10cc and Pink Floyd. Shortly after.
wiards, Courts meahement in developing FA
and Studio speaker technology had beanch-
ad out wto control electromcs, beginning
with COURT graphic equalisers amd active
crossovers. In 1975 he began to manufacture
what was probably the firse Real Time
Analyser (RTAL which was tested on the
rowiid with Boan Ferry,

In 1978, Pink Flowd became co-disectors
ard the comparny moved to Britannia Row, a
street in Islington that's Becorms Sy mous
with a wariety of company lineups con
nictisd with members of The Floyd. In 1981,
Court bought cut Pink Flowd's share of Court
Acowstics Lod (CaL), but subsequently he
fourd himself unable to cope with the large
scale  distribution nesded for the more
popular products. Cowt responded by form-
i & fisw oompany, Coun Acoustic Sabes
[C.A% pwith Theatre Propects. Stephen Court
mitially stayed on as a director. However,
owing 1o a poorhy worded contrace, Court

ul-:?du npthing when Theatre Projects ax-
ed Court’s dirgctarship and then sold CAS.
Constt Acoustic Sales has subsequently been
liquadated, and 1the name bowght by 8 com-
puter company, Meanwhile, Stephen Court
15 alive and kicksng, being actively mvolved
with fiwe different produsdt ranges:

S).Court & Assoclates Lid, desigrs and sup-
plies custorm bBuilt sound systerms using JBL,
Fane and Peerless components, especially
sphernical (ommdirectional) speakers.

Court's Signature Series deals with control
electronics and stwdio mondtors, Asde from
thi programmd: processor revieaed here,
the range of electronics includes digital
power amplifiers for PA and guitar practice.
The range of studeo monitors are marketed
worldwade by Stwdio EBquipment Disuilution
Ltd., a subsidiary of Larking Audio,

Fane-Court  loudspeakers are Court's
chiiagns, markebed by Fang Acoustics,

Pro-Tech Audio Ltd. is a new company bas-
ed i Windsor, Formed by Coort and
daloaolm Tole (ex Trident developements), it's
sef to distibute high quality consumer elpc-
tronics 10 the procaudio fedd, including CD
players, DAT machines, CD and U-hdatic
vided sytems, caiette machenes, graphic
equalisers and RTAs

The Frogramime Processor

Courts new umt is described as a “malti

purpose processor for all sound systems’,
‘ohviating the need for separate graphic
equalizers, limiters, clecironic crossowers
and lime amphifiers”, 15 clearly been designed
bo cut out the mrnﬁlmr,.- and cost of
sppafate  unis,  which  are  often  ower-
elaborate for routme nstallations. Inside,
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Sephen Courd.

thire's a fioed equalisen, & preset over-easy’
limiter, a 2-way active crossover arkd a line
amplifses.

For live sound, the squaliser s normally
switchedh out. But for recorded sound, where
playback levels are commanly 10 o 40dB
SPL Below the live orginal, some form of
tonal compensation s desirable. This i
achieved by simply pushing a button, The fix-
ed EC) curve that's been chosen s no ace-
dent: To arrive at a simple, fixed EC) that’s
right m 95% of inallations, Stephen Count
has painstakingly ‘crunched down™ nearly
four thowsand graphic egualisercum-f.T.A
recoads dermvesd Troem 15 ymars o weork in the
field. The records range over mini-monitors
whisd in clubs and rELmd'rl'lg siuhios, up
the activelydnven homdoaded speaker ar-
rays in 200 PA Systems.

Thiis is important as sul-bass and full-range
ouitputs are both sourced off the ECrd signal
= il B is selected, The fltration fypically
allows small “full range” speaker enclosunes
tex b deiven up o harder without over
e*.ﬂ;ursmg ther [hass) drive units. mernu‘ne
bebow 100Hz can then be esplicithy handled
by the subrbass output and a suitable sub
woaler enchosure,

I the unit we tested, terminations were
unbalanced 1o XLRs, with the exception of
the sub-bass output which apﬂears ona W®
mong [ pole] jack socket. The XLE winng
corvention was normal Bsofar as pin 2 s
hat, but abnormal in that pin 3 wasa't oo
mected at all. Having pointed out the dil-
ficultics this maght caute to sorme installers
and PA users, Court repoits that futune pro-
dhct is being revised with immmedeate effect,
so output pins 143 will be Bnked. Further-
more, the mputs will be balamced, to make
life peen casier for installers - a balanced in-
put provides a humdoop free mtedace for
unbalanced sources. Taking of bem kops,
an intemal PCE selector plug can be rotabed

e Nift the units connection betwsen the
chassis andl signal ground.

Tesd Results

Courts Programme Processor was tested on
the Audio Precision System One, a PCodriven
test set that's rapidly becoming a de facio
standard in the field of peo audio. bn figure 1,
plot A showes the frequency response on a
large scale, at the full range output, with the
Uve" setting. The response is nearly flat, be
ing, . 5¢lB8 cloven a1 20kHE. Beyond the audio
hand, and with the need for ultrasonic filtra:
tan in mind, the rate of attenuation is ac-
l:t'l:'l'a.‘llﬂﬁ, it’s nearly - 2dB at S0kHz. Plot 87
shows the effect of the Bass Cut’ switch; The
responge is -YadB at 130H:, bt -4dB at B0Hz.
At 40Hz and given the -18dB octave slope, it
should be -22d8 down, mearng a full-range
speaker will be driven at less than 1/ 100th of
the power feceved by the sub-woolens) at
this Freguency,

In figure 2, phot A shows the freguency
response with the EQ) switch depressed - the
Recorded  sotting With 0dB refesved o
1kHz, the bass and treble are now displaying
a response peak of +948 at 85Hz and +8dB
at 11kHz respectvely. In plot B, with the
“Bass cut switch depressed, the LF boost falls
slightly to +68, while the centre freguency
shifts marginally to 0Hz, The full range out-
put i fow st - 2dB at 66Hz. but =104 at
SHz, which is still enough o give & useful
roeasure of excursion protection bo small
drive wnits,

Figue 3 shows the response of the
crossover outputs with the EQ) dll&nga,g,l!'d
that's with the switch in the Lwe’ position
e, disengaged]. Then with the EC switch
depressed (gure 4] the response Cunes
showw the combenation you'd expect, except
for a shght kink in the high pass curve bwant-
ween 100 and 1H0Hz. E'E'II'IE 12dB below the
rmain signal, the rapid rate of cdhange in phase
for group delay] lying behind the effect a3
wie s it in the amphiude domain, shouldn’t
b very audible, Phase meaturements dhow-
ed & fairly constang I|::-I'ms:|! angle of -180"
from 300Mz wp to 10kHz, shifing back to 07
at 120Hz and +180%at 20Mz,

Figure 5 plots harmanic destortion with an
output of +6cdBu (16 rms) withouwt the EC,
into the three load impedances available on
the Audio Precision. The 100k load [plot A)
brgadly simalates the distortion when drine
ing a single amplifier, while the &00 and 150
ohm {plots BAC) show how much dstortion
changes when driving 20 or more “daisy-
chained’ amyps in a large scale PA system
Even with 150 ghmi (sirmudating owver 30
amgpdifiers, and at high frequencies, a long
multicore as well) THD4MN [(distemion  +
npisie) isn'l above 0.7% at all audio frequen-

_cies and beyond, and below 0.01% with

more moderate boading.

Court notes that the average EQ settings
arvived at after computer analysis seem to
correspond with a combination of free-field
equalloudness contours and the typscal
response of movingooll loudspeakers in
froeair. The processocs maneal notes that



irespective  of size or make, maost

kers suffer from amilar probbems
wilh lack of deep bass due lo
encdosure room sise and insulficient cone or
mauth area at low frequencies. Similady,
high frequencies are affected by increasing
cone/diaphragm mass, with frequency, direcs
tivity, madecular alr absorption or simply hf
losses in the recordingreproduction chain
The only ECP cwrves used in the past which
deviated significantly from the grand avera
were those needing ‘one off’ deviations
antifeedback control, o ‘personalised’
charactenstics introduced  into T T
stallatons.,

Maoving on to the lirmer section, it [oo i3
preset, except for the threshold control, Be-

acutely aware o b msch skill 5 need-
E:? b 60 Up A corventione] lirmiter comectly,
Coamt hay made the remaining settings
[raticislope, attack and relesse) suit rmost
wsers most of the time. Again,  the
parameters have been anmed at by avera
ifg & :geru.lr'nher of set-ugy recands for bol
g 2 recorded PA installations. The
liemiter's activity is monitored by an LED nemt
to the theshold control. For loudspeaker
protection, the control cam ke sel so the
power amplifiers own clip LEDs ane just
prevented froem ghting of rotated further,
to clarp the SPL at a level below the
yﬁj;e.rn‘i capability. An ‘infout puﬂ'lhullf.'u‘l
permits raged osmparisons,

Thee tweorway Crodsoer section has a shope
of <18dBloctave, compared to  the
-ddBloctave thars become the Tndustry
standard’ ower the past nine years. Comut
argues [gquete reasonablyl that this slope
gives adequate protection, and also sounds
mode musical. Although supplied with a
crosgover poant af 225Hz, the frequency is

set by two plugdin cands, 0 s readily
ahered to suit other requirements, The LF
and HF balance-cum-drive level controls are
sensibdy H_:I.ﬂE:‘l:d This helps present loss af
steren mage width, by reducing the scope
for  misalignment.  Accurately setbing -

, dependent left and rght channel controls by

ear for two frequency I:uaru:lsfw et alone three)
B nearty impossible,  Ancther refirement
which makes ke easy for mstallers & the
jpan al thi erodsowir level controld limkbesd
of swingng from minus infinity wp o OdB,
they're redtricted 1o the &/ 608 range that's
encugh Eo wne most systems, with unity
gain (DdB) arranged to he squarely in the
michway position

The systery's gasn striecture |5 also acogerr
madated by an owerall gain control an e
fromt pamel, which swings from OdB to +6dB,
s erowgh to make the less senstree kinds
of powr amplifier {requining =4 to + 10480
up their inputs) diveable, without having to
change ther gain imesnally.

Besides the sterea LF & HF crossower out-
puts, twe auwdllary outputs are apparent on
the back pancl, A mono subbass outpu
aperating below 100Hz is denved [as wsuwal)
by summing the L+E charmels, Alongade are
left and nght chamnel fullva catpuls,
together with a baws cut” § . which in-
troduces a 100Hz, =18dB/ocave high pass
filter,

Figure & repeats the distortion
measurements with the same best comd
tiong, excepl the B is engaged. Motice how
distortion increases by a factor of about
130% all rownd, yet reduces arcund B0Hz,
suggesting that Courts LF EQ) wses an induc-
1o o do the hard woek of boosting, rather
than “gyrators’ built with op-amps. Av the
sarmie bme, frequendies encompassed by the

EQ show a distinct nse in THOL
Boretheledss, overall distorian semamdg ac-
ceplaide, being only 0% with the umit
driving i woesl case 150 olims at the peak HF
freqgueency of 11kHz ard (LR when diving
T1kHz into 100k,

Harmonec  distortion s & tradhtional
measurement. Once it below 0.1%, it tells
ws litthe about  how equipment  actually
sounds. For the first time, figure 7 plots inter-
mipdulation distortion [withowt ECY swept
ol 4 braod range of kegh frequencies, ac-
cording o the SMPTE method. Here, a 60Hz
and 7kHz sine wave are mixed, Dstortom
products are then registered at 2.5kHz and
alporee. Thes method i held to give a better
cowrelation with peerceived Sound qu.!lil::.'-
Once again, I|_.'.I'll:-t‘s AR & C show the effect of
driving into thi three load impedances. Mote
how BAD (imtermaodulation distortion) bes
below 0,1% and s generally below 0.071%
withi Ilg,hl; loading, Thee rise towards 10kHZ -
dncated imgending vihi nonlinearity, showing
why wltrasonic ltration B a good thing
Fagure 8 shows how the picture stays much
the same with the EQ in place.

The spectragraph in figure 9 displays how
the uwnifs catpul nose vanesd across the
audho spectnem, Plots A & B are taken under
identical condibons, except the load ime
pedance is 1& (A} and 150 ohms (B], In
bBaoth cases, noise 15 below —9508 across
miost of the audio spectnume The rise in nome
towards TOkHz and the magnetic ‘spike’ at
GOHz will be heard at a faimt hits and bum
respectively. And then only if you put your
ears against the :.p-v.]l.-l!fl:s.il.

Listening tests woere carried out wsing 3 T
bosound ThiS-4 enclowre dhiven by a Rauch
DWT-505, Al the controls proved easy Bo set
up, paﬂicula.rl,- the limiter, and sonic quality
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Courl Sgnature Series Programme Prooesor firant ).

wias excellent, oven when driven hard {at
+10cBu) with the lemiter threshold set bow,
This bades well for loudipeaker bongeuty
when the systern s in the hands of manic
Dya!

The equalised ‘recorded’ setting proved
wseful at low SPLs, working like a lowdness
baitton. Given small speakers with a less than
flat pesponse, it would be just as useful at
highar sound levels.

Summary

Summing wp, deipite its ample cincuitny
Court's  Programime  Prooessor  measunss
weirll, Al thee sarme tirme, | was initally destudts
ed to see TLD series op-amps being used to

s PCIR rd PRy UL w DR

The same unil viewed from the mear,

drive the outputs, Mot being mted to dhive
G600 ohms, these must prejedsce e proe
ceasor's performance a litthe when it comes
to driving a lot of dasy-chamed amplifiers,
particulasy at levels above +&dBy. And
while the measurements in figs 5 & 6 dhow
no signs of impending trouble, they dont
take account of the exdra loading which
would be presented by substantial cabling.
Al the same time, the TLOT4 does have a
reputation for easy going sonc qualites, as
demonsirated by the SMPTE inbermdduls-
tion plot in Ggure 7. 56l having read ouwr
draft assessment, Court has agreed to fit
MESS34 105 in the processor’s owlput stage
with immediate effect, so the outputs are
rated to dive 600 ohms up to + 2By, and

-
‘*.'
4

can therelomne dive 20 or mooe power
amplifiers with Btle increase o distortion,
Thee: anly rermatning criticism bs the tmit’ LEL,
which wasn't wery brght in daylight, but that
wouldi't be a problem in the average dark
cupboard,

As for ubility, the unit has great ment in s
simplcity of set-up and operation - ulfimate
ly leading to faster installation and greater
sound systerm reliability. Compared to the
more sophisticated and expensive

T which are often
limited to one loudspeaker, this unit is an
elegant condensation of exsting Sl
spieaker technodogy, meaning it's thoroughly
peredictable and can also drive as many
amplifierspeaker combinations as requined,
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ZERD 3000 AND ZERO 4000
Total lighting contral for discas and mobile wnits,
B Capable of handling all types of low voltage lamps,
projectors, luorescent tubes,
electric motors and ordinary
Tungrien lamps,
B Featured include
sound-light chasing,

fiashing, marueal flash
Tull onor e,

JUMEQ STROBE

| The powerful high-impact
" strobe for stunning wisual
effect.

3 AND #-CHANNEL MODULATORS

Packed with advanced features for complete lighting cantrol,

B individual chamnel dimmers, each Ftted with a Hash bitton.
Tha 4-channel modulator alio features two suxiliary
dimmeri — usedul far houpe Nghti.

N Eight pre-programmed chase sequences, with individual or
automatic selection, operated by speed control or by the
mistic,

B Effect Select Slider - combining chase and
sound-to-light.

| THE WORLD’S TOP LIGHTING CONTROLLERS |}

@

PULBAR - won

oo ® @0

B Sound-to-Light Decay Shider - to vary the decay time.
B Master Contrast Controller - to set the mood,
B Master Dimmer Controller - to st the overall lighting level,

B Three Zone Switches - to control three different displays,
The d-channe| modulator abso Includes a rone Pariich remote
ontrol socket for indlvidual zone nwitching via a towch
paned,

| TOUCH PANEL ' |

The revalutionary Puliar Touch Panel Incorporates a micro-
processar and some unigue Eaclities.

B 17 output chanmnel with touch padi = which can be
Indiwidually rwitched,

B 12individually programmable touch pads,

B Programme Chater - with up to 36 seps.

B Flath'Latch facility.

B Swap'add mode - overrides programmes withowt aftecting
previous settings,

_RAINEOW CONTROLLER

A major advance in strobe technology. with the mott vertatile
choloe of effedts, combinaticns and movementi.

B Uptoeight strobe chanmels. B Singlhe Mash or burst mode,
B Elght pre-programened chates. B Manual override buttons.
W Contant speed or with bazs burst,

B Two LED displays mimic present effects,

*PULSARSe,.

LIGHTING FOR EFFECT

Pulsar Light of Cambridge Ltd.,
Henley Road, Cambridge CH1 IEA,

Pulsar France Sarl,
10 Avenue du Fresne,

-—
Pulsar GmbH,

AM Varaort 23,

14760 Bretteville sur Odon, France.
Tel: 31 741001 Telex 171237

Tel: 0223 L6798 Telex 81697 PULSARG D-4630 Bochum 7, West Germany.

Fax [D223) 460708 Tel: 0234 28171 Telex 825593




SPREADING THE WORD

Kathleen White visited the Heywood base of Wigwam

Smce  ils Bcepbion  in 1979, Wigwam
Aroustics has undengond remmaikable growth
from & srmall PA hire compary of dedicalid
sound specialsts. Cofloundens Mike Huck
arvd Mike Sosatt now owersee 2 maltisrmilbon
pound business with a diverse and intema-
tnal client base,

Wigwam has gradually dwided imo three
rmain areas. The hire operation ineludes corm
plete production facilities for events ranging
frgemy rvajof condcert tours o broadcastng,
theatre and wariety productions. The con-
tracting business has leapfrogged  from
church installations into discos, clubs, endc
buildings, broadcasting and, mast recently,
theatres, As fos sales, Wigwam has awer &0
dealerships and sells both 1o the trade and
direct to thee end user.

Contract/sales coordinator Simon Camge
bell comments:- “We like to keep the

The sound yitem at 5t Pauls Church, Onshow Sguane, London was installed by Wigwam Contracting,

a2

business rmodular but intereonnected, and
the result is that infosmation feeds guickly
back 1o different sections of the company
and  reinforces  our  knowledge  and
understanding.”

He contiraes: “This set-ep abo provides us
with a great deal of Slexabality. Chur conrac
ting service can include wiiting the spec
through to designing the system and instalk
ing i, of any part thereof, IFs a similar situa:
g wrlhy Oir hire opErationrs, If & towr is tak-
ing place overseas, we may just pronvide a
crew. Since o much of Gur equipment &
hired out, our sales side benefits from know
ing how the equipment Sounds ard hove
rehabde it is.”

Wigwan's product ines include evenything
for sound systems large and  small:

loudspeakers 1o amps and mikess 1o mics,
cablng, distribution systems and efecs
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units, The emphasis 5 on quality, asd the
rajor suppliers are all represented including
Meyer, ElectioVolce, 8L Sounderafl,
Peavey, Yamaha, Shure and ARG, What they
don't have, they buy In

Touting chents include Chis Rea, The
Haollies, Barry H|_.-'|'||:|I'.:|{|-§. arid  James Last,
Aroadeast soumed has beon peowded for
Yorkeshire Television, the BEC and a numibser
of the independents, Indtallation cortracts in-
clude jobs for the Harrogate Conference
Certre, The Fairfield Hall in Croydon and St
Paud's

Wigwarn i sl based at the rambing coun-
try hiouse in Heywaood, Lancashine, whpge it
all baegan, Owveer 1,000 sq it of offices have
heen built on to the house, and a 4,000 sq ft
wanghouse complex down the road o
already bursting al Uhe SPams. WIgwWam's
by founders oversee its much expandid
operatons with the air of those who have
urespectedly come into possession of the
goose that Livs the golden egg

stibor Spratt and Mike Huck began thes
association back in the 70 ina gospel ok
prougs callisd the Mosernent Band, Weary of

i@ on the road, they stamed renting out the
bands PA. Spratts backgroursd as a BBC
sound engmeer and video editor provided
thae techrical expertise, while Hed"s imaoive
mverit in thie church ad a Bapbst minister ol-
fered an entree inbo a new market - that of
chirch installations

Theough succeis did not come immeediately,
Huck and Spratt kept strictly 1o thedr policy of
allowing  Wigwam o grow  orgamcally,
rather than lumbering the busmess with
huge debts. The policy has paid off and the
company has come through the rough and
tumble of the B0 1o firsd el well placed 1o
take advantage of the boom in sound rein-
foroement

These davs, Mike Hucks rale B company
Chairman, ACTINE, MU0 a5 i l:|-'l'-'.'l:!: force than
running dayto-day aperations, He explains
the philosaphy behind the comparny, reinior-
cing the company motto, the people behind
the: peaple behind the sound’

g repustation i3 based on solid sennce
and 1 take an mierest in every client, whether
he rents one microphone a year or a full rig.
Wiaee had several PLC companies chasing us
evory yiear to buy us out, but we ane much
happeer 1o ket the compary GRow byl by
andd keep it people hazad

W have nof Bmibed ourselhves (o any One
market for 8 varety of reasond, the first he
ing that the market place is seasonal, In add-
tion, all our engineers and crew get a broad
swathe of work, and are able to handle
many types of situations, often working on
theeir crem initiabiee, SincE | am invohned in
Cheistian events, i©5 meant that we have
developed expertise for really big oiitdoor
eviils wath full media coverage.”

The sudden surge i all Wigwan's markets
has focused minds. Hire director Cheis Hill
notes:  “Ths  weekend we  have  eight
sopatate hire gigs, and we have systemsd oul
on tour foF up 1o twi years at a tme, Our
biggest restriction on the hire side is finding
the right engineers and orew. B hard for the
youngsters B0 gt expenence, Companies
won'l hire them without i, and wnless
they'ne hired thay cannot gt expenience,”

Simon Campbel| sdds: “There's been a hlE.



Mgk Spratt

surge in the evangelical market and bands in
terested an fumkey LOUGng Syslemd  are
sprnging up all the ime, Corference centnes
ard theatres are irvesting heavily s sysems,
a5 are chubis, On the hire side, all our equip
=EiE 08 Ul O Colir I:||'||_| [|'||] i .JHII'II_II_I:al_I 1& WF
Eually emgpty, I the reverse was tooe we'd
|'|'._||:|'| prener (o ha Wl B LI pITenT ST 1n e
warehouse rather 1han @ed into & price war
stuation. Renegotiating can be the start of a

[

Thee Meyer loudspeakes cludter af Craydan’s Faafield Halls was ieialled by Wintwiaim.

lang spural donwmwards, We'e just gol & con Wiigwar 15 eyeing the Eenopean market in abroad as desgn Consultants, Supervising
tract for a sysiem and crew for a towr of the ther run-up to 1992, and 5 quick o pick up local comgmanees to do theé imstallatand. Aldo
misical South Pacfic, and weall have o by OF polEnnal maikels, “We s 1997 4% vary wie're i nding hat we are one ol the iy
in a whale new mg just {or that imgeortand, az we inbend o markoed ourselees coamipanies supphying top-end tumkey tour-

=1 = e
Wls

Argplifier racks dor Chist for ANl Mations East Alvica: the syslemn

Wigbwam Acouilicd’ cable Wleine,

Wiggwarts hire depariment warthouss, A blamg monilor system (rom Wigwars hire divisan.
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FORTY AUX SENDS FROM OUR SMALL CONSOLE,
AND EACH AT THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON.

To endow our new () Series
console with the flexibility and.
performance needed for progresshe
sound reinforcement techniques we had
o come up with & fess new deas.

Live performance mixes ane
bacoming mcreasingly comphes but
creativity is often shackled by a lack of
sends for individual effects.

Sowe've prowvided an
independent direct output from each
input chanmed which can, at the touch of
a button, be mouted via the Aux 1 control
to provide a dedicated, controliatle
effects send.

This means, for instance, that a
40 input conscée can peovide 40
individual sends in addition to &
audiary buses — more than enough for
the miost demanding of situations,

And in sobing one problem we've
opeeresd Up & whole nesw range of
possibilities.

Like creating a sound
meinforcemant console that can be used
foor mllti-track recording.

Thiss 5 becauss the [) Series
ridtrix versions also featue 8
comasntional effects returms aswell asa
3 band parametric EQ section.

And when 4 input modules ane
replaced with 4 effects returmn modules,
B JEE2 mixer can provide up to 36
individual tape sends, B group sends,
24 track return monitoring and &
audiary send buses.

AL the touch of a button you can
find out mone about the new Q Seres,
Simply dial the appropriate numbssrs
below to receive a copy of our brochurs.

[BIBYY & &

SOUND THINKING
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AES SOUND REINFORCEMENT CONFERENCE

AES London branch lawnched its frst Sound
Reinforcement conference in the last week
of May on the basis of London's narmal con
ditions of rain and traffic. insvead there was a
heatwawe and a wube strike, nither of which
deterred the didegates o the specialists giv-
ing, pagpers, although it did occasionally delay
thaem

Peter Mapp had spent a 1ot of tme puibing
a conference logether that covered neardy
every aspect of sound reinforcement. There
were dpecalist installations, history, client
protberns and new products, all disosssed ot
a practical bevel

Lpecific vertical market projects helped
broaden the knowledge of most of the
delegates who wire themselves specialivg
in particular aneas of sound reinficroement
Conference and: Interprefation’ presenbed
by Auditels sdile White, opened nany eyes
te the comphcations and opportunties of

Frosm Gasrnany, Jurgen Lulman.
46

Tim Frost reports

large scale conference installations, with
their options of hard wired, radio o infra-red
distribution

Feter Barnetl from AddS detailed much of
the theory and hstory of electronically
aiigted reverberation systemd. He looked at
the basic |:.|-;'_.:;.:r_-r'|'|5 in producing elfacrive
electronic reverberation and discussed all
the available systems. All of these, including
his cwn, he felt had limmed application and
{espan. “The interest i going to drop in the
mext 10 years ai it beoomes passe, We ane
also now going through a ‘green phase’
where we wanl o do evervthing naturally
Burt i 5 useful, beoth bo oo up OoCk-ups in
new designs and in older wenpes whénd it i
notl  architechurally possible o pull  the
building abour”

Presenting an opposile view point i part o
his presentation, Barry Pritchand of architects
EHWL  discussed  wound  reinforoement

systemms from the architect’s wewpoint. A
rave ran indeed o get wp i iront of 2 Con-
ference full ol sound engineers who often
hawve reason to feed that architects know
litle, and care even less about the problems
of sound renforceEment i the suditond Dy
RN

feichard states as much in the pre-pant
“hicat architecs ane not technically minded
when it comes 1o electromcs and have very
litthe syrpalhy wath theirr nstallation” He
goes on 1o say: "I one wanted to be cynical
one would think that the equapment wid
chosen and ngged 19 look spectacular | .
rather than ensuring the performance dould
e propery heard . . . 7 He went on 10
illustrate this with shdes of substantial aned
u-.r_-leg.a.r". clusbers  dominating besantifully
ressbared Edwandian and Victorian interiors

There was some sympathy with the view
that it & the client brief and other exgenmal
pressunes that specify the concentration on
Ik rather than practcality. But it would be
fair to say that the conference was noL Con
vinced that architects had i amy way
prasped the nettle of designing the pracl cali
Ly of day-to-day ogeeration, as well as beauty,
indey thear audstodum desigres,

john Leonard, exfoyal Shakespeare com:
pany, now an independent sound consyl-
tant, hl."'H.l"” h'l' -51""""5 o "1|§.|i;-!'!.' af thr somrd
man froem Shakespeare’s theatse onwarnds
This included the Wictoran play the Ghost
Triay megquining 11 elfects  meen '-"«'I'lrklnFC
simdtansously 1o produce the sound of the
ghostly train's arrival. Commenting on the
generally b standard of sound equipment
used in the majority of theatres today, e
poated owt that “in the age of digital
lghting boards, the standard tape format sill
rerriains the BFF mnning at T4 bps.” With o
Iy a Eitle prompting from the chainman, John
directed some of his not inconsiderable ex-
perience and barbed remarks against the &x
cosses of sound designers in this Lloypd
Webber era of musical theatre.

There was & good crosssection of
niernationally-based presenters goving
papers on microphones, both stereo and
radio, ard aspects of loudspeaker instafla-
T ancl clesign.

Bruce Bartlett from Crown dessibed the
general  principles of noise  cancelling
mecrophone  dedgn culrmanating 0 e
Crown  Difrold  [differencelcardiod)
macrophone, He followed it with details of
the mew Crown steres microghone, This
sngle unit, available 0 Do VIETSIONS LSINg
PZM o B & K omnis has been designated ad
thie Senis Armbient handling System BAS)

Soemewvhak Larger than an SLE camera case,
but laoking ruch the same, the A5 is claim-
ed o have excellent stEreo IMARETY, MONG
compatibility and [nsensitivity Lo wirsd niciisa,

On the system design side, Tom Clelland
from Bose showed how the Winter Olym-
pics i Calgary wene sound  reinforced

+  without rebying on hom-based clusters, The

scope of the installations included the ex-
tacidinary problems of placing speaker
towers on the sides of Mount Allan. Each
tomwver, wie were 1old, had its own generator
and sgnal distibution via a I3W FM
transmitber, Ia the wery low termpeatures of
Calgary, equipmenl warmm up roulmes erded



Communly's Braoe Howre

with hard deis ng b ELirie g up “a LY wath
rock T noll o bloss vy the snow from the
driviers,”

Mike Sgranl from Wigeam demonsirated
thir oppasite in system design, not only using
hoins, but also mnang speakers from Tour or
fere  different manufacturers. For  Billy
Grahase’s towr of the UK, Sprate described &
swsbimi that had to cover Foothall stadnm
audiences of up to 50000 that <ol allowead
3607 unimpained vision of the stage
. Ve spsierm, a combination of Meyer, dar-
I angd Bose, was mounted on scissor lifts
and gas powered hotsts, allowing fast set-up
Emes andd the Rexibility needed to cope with
many differimg venues. Whilst being aware
ol Hhwe poddible codl over-rund From outsel,
Wigwam still found that the orginal con
Lngency funds were used in the first wsek
on what was neatly termed as the bythes
wayst By e way, we are having a 2000
pieoe choir bor this show” and "By the way
we want a 220 way translabon systenm’,

Continuing  along the practcal '-I'-""l‘-"
installation and supgoet of reindorcement
systerns, comsultant Sam Wise disoussed
stallatien calling, equalisers and salhing
Showing the five basic connechon opticns
fram unbalanced o differential balancing
Wise made the point that the method is less
impartant than
parthing, the importent thing s to plan it
dake a deasion, and, because {1 has been
desigrnied, it will wark. I you don'’t desgn i, it
will damn well mot work, and wou won
ko whiere you ane

Cary Ashton o Shuttlesound  comtinuesd
with 4 related themme. Field Faillure and
daintenances’, Hie  showed how  Sydlam
:-|_l||.|:,-'.'_'_. could be substantially affected by
the care paid to mstallation detal and cliem

11 I-!':"I""-'b Berund 1L “with

i il
[ L
Corsultam, Sam Wise.

traumeng. Linng the night club snd discothe-
e market as one that demands a great
desl ol alténbon Lo deldsl, Lary stated: “We
all too often go to a site and see that if the
ingtaller had done the job propeddly, then the
problems wouldnt be thene, Problems are
AL WL .\_.\,l:_.:::'_.: I||'||_| GOClETEnNtaton, |'||_|'.1.
ardd where cablés e run and Lbellisd, and
b wvell the SWELEET 15 documented.”

He gutlined a chent support package that
||'||'||_||_‘||_"'\-! ||_||: S L T I_!I:H:I_II'.'Igllll.JI s il
pats kst and semal umibens and full onoand
of SLE DAWNnE fr_u A mominated Sydam
O rator.

“The higgest cause of problems s operator
anuse. boucaion shauld be the redpcndibili-
by of the imstaller, Traming up opemabors over
just a feswe hours can cul servicing by hall

Turbosound took the opporunity of the
conference to unvell thelr new F .\Jl-\.'||::e,:|':
apprabcir yviivme Thee e undf, demennsbrabod
N oSOy ."-'_.lll'l_ 1] .'.:\_II_'I VY, :.|_|||I,|.l'_e: bl
rrad range Debween 3 12° and 6 %* drivers
both Turbo loaded. Flashlipht acoondin i, 1o
FurbosoLimd s |adn Mewsham, marks a rétum
to mrnow dispeersion along the lines of the
l.:'l;,‘;-"-.'| restvval system prodeced in the Late
FOs “Whe wanted at least hall the dispersion
of thie Turbo med.” The unl using Lo e
drivers has a 257 depersion enabling it o
form part of a very lange chuster.

With 16 papers ower the tevo days, it is only
possible here to give a lavour af the con-
rerence. Well attended with a broad range
of topics, the LK AES committee should comn:
sder this first crack &t the sound reinforce
menl sefior 3 gual fied success. Al the
oeegales came away with additional prac-
tical infoermation and  were panerally
COment, even il nol everyane got 1o bite the
architect

MUSHROOM
LIGHTING

Lighting Sales and Hire to the

Entertainment, Conference, Exhibition and Leisure Industries
Trussing Sales and Hire

nits for Clay P

aky Golden Scans, Teatro, Shck, Astralloy, Optikinetics,

system Froestyle, Stane Lighting Jack, Ulira-Light, Star Frames, MLP,

SPECIALIST DISTRIBUTION & DESIMGM SERVICE

MUSHRDOE LIGHTING
T8 Tanter Road, Moglion Park Indukirisl Extale, Nothaemplon NMND 14X,
Tl (D604) 454BEE04591. Tedew: Mushmoom J11185 CHACOM O Fac: [0604) 497118

SALE POINTS UK.

Pulsar Light of Cambridge
Henley Rood, Combridge, CB1 JEA
Tel 0223/66T38 - Tx B1&97

SALE POINTS

CEREBRUM LIGHTING

168 Chilfarm Driv,
SURBITOM, SURREY KTS BLS
Tal: 04-390 0051

AVITEC ELECTRONICS (LK) wro
BOME] Walswarih Rood,
HITCHIN, HERTS, SE4 95X

Tal, 0462 -58061

LUTON SOUND & LIGHTING
£38 Wellington Strest
LUTOM, LUT Sy - Ted 0582-411733

BATMINK GLASTONBURY WAREHOUSE
Siver Sirest

GLASTONBURY, SOMERSET, BAlG BBT
Tel. 0458-33186

DIAL SOUND & LIGHTING
Wharfedale Road
EUROWAY TRADING ESTATE
BRADFORD, BDA 635G

Tel 02 74-B51600

STARDREAM uro

Party Housea

MOWBRAY DRIVE, BLACKPOOL, FY3 7R
Tel. 0253-302602

SOUND ELECTRONICS

2007215 Jesmond Rood
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE2 ILA
Tel. OS2 -814248

HIGHT FLIGHT SOUND & LIGHTING
Torwood

BOWLING, GLASGIW, Gal HAB
Tel 038979261

DISCO LAB

86, Dunganndn Road
COALISLAND, CO, TYRONE, MU,
Tel. DBG0-623816

LIGHTING DIMENSIOMNS

Unit 154, Porkmare nd. Es,
LOMGMILE ROAD, DUBLIN 12, EIRE
Ted, QOO -520677

WM REYNOLDS vio

RPaphoe GO DOMEGAL EIRE

Tal, 010 -363-74-45179

CELAY FRKY..

Pasood,] - 24066 PEDRENGE (Bergoma) Hoky

65 - Fox feESAM
S50 - 301032 B EXP1 MBI -CLAY




[ TR-B. o S0

GOLDEN SCAN.
The absolute winner!

[ Extremely refigble! No servo motors! Stepper motars only!! O Superbly sophisticated [ Completely computer
controlied O Beautifully designed I Fontostic, uliro-ropid stroboscopic effects T Colour chonge: six dichroic fitters
[ Three gobo potterns O Remote-conirolled iris [ Standard or wide-ongie lans

1 Lomp: HMI 575 - very high brightness - 49.000 flux/Im. (Version HMI 1.200 - 110.000 thux/im;).

This is a Clay Paky challenge! Should you find a better product...Buy it 1!}

" PULZEAR rpeiver Lighi of Combriige

iy (a3 Coambriciga, CH BEA < Tel D328 75 T SMGET

CLAY FRKY..

PROMCTOES AND LIGHT EFFECTS MOR DESCOTHEQUES

i eyl 1 - P DT W By A - Teimdiory (U0 DS

To SIS - BONT I P ASBRG CLAN - W Moy~ (TGS - EERIR



NETWORK NETHERLANDS

Although The Netherlands is a small country, not much bigger than Wales,
the enterprising Dutch hqgve traditionally been major importers of discotheque
lighting especially from the UK. Where does it all go? Tony Gattelier went
looking for the answers, with L+ Sl editor John Offord as driver and navigator.

It is Ay a long wear gnce | used to dive to
Dower laden to the gunwales with lighting
gear for an astute electrical applances
dealer, turned disco equepenent distributos,
e transhig in his Mercedes van to Venlo on
the Dutch/Cerman bordes,

Despite feaving trom Haraach, this trig was
tor bwing all that back, inclsding the feeling al
fuetiveness one ahways felt when reloading
the poods from yehicle to vehide in the
traditional portside lay-by. Must have looked
very odd to any passing customs officlal.
Well all of that was a ||_‘:r|g tiFe apo. and
tiemes. hawe certainhy changed, as john and |
weirri® B0 find ot at or first call, whech was 1o
Prod Sound Systems in the south-rast of the

Showroom discusdon af Protscund ol Yeldhoven: Tony Crotteles

COmnEry,

This firm & most famows as the company
respondible bor the workd's first really big in-
stallation of articulate Hghts, and possibly still
the bigpest For, The Escape in Amsterdam
was fitted ot with ne less than G4 Coemar
Robots long belare mast people had even
thought of using them and, comsequently
gets top marks for oignalty and bravur. Ac
rually, there is a direct conmection hers with
our wisit, forin the odgnal L+31 aticle on the
disco, the writer credited e job 1o anaother
company, 50 we had also come as pEnadents

L:-Flllllp'. rman Comelivs Averaath runs &
tight ship from Profs’ neat premises, employ
ing some 17 personned in thesr business as

Averaath frendre) and William van Nistelnooy (Aght), dessgaer and showroom manager.

Technical talk with Prafsou

:

%

nical engineer Hend Manden.

with rrum;l,rrq; director Comeliusy van

wholesalers and  distriibutors  for  such
mandaciurers as Zero 88, Coemad, ). Col-
Iyns, Mlapor, Datronik, Fostex and others
They evaen tried to handle Clay Paky as wall
but realised, with the oompetition hotting
up, that this was perhaps a bit ambitous.

A mere [en yeard previcutly the parent
company had fallen into this business as the
resiet of supphang amusement machines to
cales and bars, Customers often asked for
addtional speakers to complement the juke
bowmes marketed by the company. After all,
this was a feenage market. One thing led 1o
another and the nesxt was a3 demand foe
lighting

Sending an opportwnity, Prof Sound was
fommed in 1979 to fake advantage of this
rapidly expanding area and the crossover in
to discotheque was a natural comsequeence,
Mowadays 0% of their sales are via trade
outlens and installers, the rest by their own
direct sales to clubs, or rentals for AW
preseniatons and Prormaong

Tty mamtain an inchouse lighting design
facility which enables them o plan irstalla
i, wivaldly in cooperation with  their
dealers who generally do not have the ap
propriate facilities 1o carry out such work
themsebees, This struck me as an eminently
semsibile anangement and one that some LIK
suppliers could consider emulating  Apart
froem Escape, some others successes among
many hive been Beebop in Amsterdam, The
Palace in Croningen and Belle Flewr in
Leaurranden.

While the compary produces its own
hiverature, it fnds that its biggest marketing
wirapon is the large showroom which it has
established on the premises, Every attempt
has beon made to make this as tree to e as
seossible, wath a bar, banguet seating and e
terior decor to give the impression of & real
dance area. The light show is up-dated each
viuir and Prol Sound 5L|::‘S-E‘“EHE'I"-1|}' hald an
open day 1o show off the new efiects to their
customérs, The cyurrent demo, soon o be
reconfigured onoe mode, was exciting stufi
and would cerainly give many clubs a mn
for their meomey,

The teschnical department, essential to SR
peort their 24 hour back-up service, have in-
evitably gone i for some innovation of their
own and with some swcoess, Having been
landed with a new Collyns 128 channel
mstiplex controller, which came before a
demultiplexer was awvailable for it
Henk Manders set abowt making one himseli
Chewerly, he designed a four channel mrer-
face which, piggv-backed onto the normal
sagral input of standard fero 88 power
packs, enables them to be serally addressed
in a damsy chain,

Ot lask word before leaving Praf Sound
When visitng these charming peogple thedr
génerous invitation to a light lunch’ should
be taken with caution, espéecially for those
watching their waistline, but then the Dutch
are noted for thelr tnderstatement

Several kilos heavier, | nearly sald pounds,
wit et off to find the premides of Jac Van
Ham, anather big name in distribution and
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The showroom 8 Profsound's WG - 2 major ples for the company’s marketing.

mstallations in thee Meethdrlands,

Here, | was pleased to meet Ben Weijlers
agan, one of the mos amenable people In
the industry today, as | had previowsly
descovered at the Bimani exhibitaon during a
ilugh] out on the town with Optakinetics. Al
his home base, Ben conbrols a team of 17
staf devoted to the disco busmess. But once
agam L was |uLI’:' boxes and amuserment
machines which got the company avenlved
in the first place

After 25 ofnaously s ol years @ that
market, the company has established a very
smibitantial base with every facility. With a

meetalwork shop, spray shop, cabinet makers
and electronics, all on the same premises,

Protsound innovatiore Zero B8 wall mounded
dimmers will Profsousd’s own demultiplevors on
boasd.
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they are in a perdect position o serve a
wider frarket than that provided by the
games machines and ke boxes, many of
which ani, of course, made and assembled
on tha p. emize, As with Prof Sound, i@was a
logical progression into sound, they make
their own Moddel amps and Crossovers as
wall as 5p4_ra.err enchownes, and from sound
inko lighting

This background has also provided them
with their own offices clsewhene in the
motherlands and also m Belgum, France and
Switmerland. 5o, add o this their dealer net-
work, and exports 1o Dlch @ protectoraies
owerseas, and you have the picture of a
substantial outfit. This also explains whey thay
hawe such an impressive st of suppliens with
whom thary kv destrbution deals. Clay
Faky, Colibr, Fabriluce, Lasemposnd, Le
Maitre, Pulsar, ".\".n'l.-h.'llgl:|l. [l'.lg;d:ﬂ'rl:'f with
Um:'-_uu-l:u:s. and Lampo (poinkly with Towverk
of Amstendam) have all vrusted Jac Van Ham
with their distribution

Jac Van Ham also rmix distribution suc-
cessfully with designing and compléetng m
stallations for clubs themsefves, using thisr
own CAD system for the design waork to pro
duce complete service manuals for the jobs
as they are completed, whach struck me as
highly efficient. The semple CAD system used
for these punposes, which will be resewed
in a general article on computers n Eghting
dosign in a subsequent issue oF L+5], uses a
firitish software package which seemed to
perform well for the punpose, indeed soma
of the drawings which accomipary thiss asicls
wire produced via that system

Two of their most necently completed
schemes are Cosmo i Vissingen and Blue
Tiek in REotterdarm. The latbér 8 a 2500
CAPACITY CisC0 ol 400 square metres on one
floor, Although it featunes big screen satedhne
IV reception, it also has a totally separate
video mooem far the SCMEETIIE of pop promcs
and movies, which struck me &5 & new and

nieresting idea

The lrght show at Blue Tiek includes Clay
Paky Colden Scans, Sapphéres and Martes,
#ight ColorPros and some White Lightning
sirobes. These, 1:}3:1_1h|:r with quanbities of
Par 56 and Bds, are all suspended from Trlibe
truss and controlled by an O3KA, the first n
thie country. An Aries Lier system B anothe
major effect.

The company ane also am the process of
Efuippng a hig niew shoaroom, whsch will
include all of the above |:l|-:'.r|:||..b:.1'.- andd rrsone

Having smen the facilties at [WH, | wasnt
totally sunprised to discover from Ben, as his
panting ghot, that they also equipped the
discothieque on board the HaredchiHook
fery which brought s 10 Holland, “Mind
wou, its only a couple of light bulbs and a
sound system,” he todd us sardonically

And =0 o Towerli in Amsterdam. For 40
wiears, Towerll hawe been serving the theatre
market s, snce being acquired by the our-
rent management 15 years ago, they extend.-
ed their interests to include hire and
discothegque

They sell mamy of the substantial brands in
the bipiness and ame Cersbrum Lighting's
AgENLE N the territory. They have a demo
roosm anid manufactune their own line of dim-
miers. which ame in ouse in Amsderdan™s
modem opera house. Lighting control at the
recently completed Colden Tulp Hilton
Hatel, i the centre of the dty, was another
sijhstantial project in which Towerli wesna ir-
wo L

The next big discoverny, mdeed the fird ol
the g momy book, was Stage Accompany
who were almost singlehandedly responss
ble for the technical aspects at  the
Metropool Superdison featuned in this issue

for a business founded in 1977, to
manufacture  flight cases and speaker
cabinets, they have come a long way. By
1970 thisy wene alresdy producing a range of
edectronic equipment and had embarked on
a programme of IAPovative elecronic
devedopment. This culminated n the 1985
introduction ol the st commencially
avallahble ;&rng.rnmrnﬂ.hll* parameinc
equaliser,

Mparmwhile, they introduced what is
thought 1o be the worlds only compact,
sommetimies called ribbondype, deives fioe
high and mid frequency sound meinfonce-
ment, aiming o add Hi$i qu.:||['.' !-l'.'|.'n'l:H:|l.ll."
tion o high power sound systems. There
followed their own  enique  low  level
transducers, which wene together 1:-..'|LL.1.gEd
into the Blue Box' o create a full range
-_,I:u_r:,l,el of high performance iFH‘LIrIL'-aM:IT'-

Diesign ai works the CAD syubedm af jad Van Ham's.




Indped, SA are firem in their claim o the cndy,
true, full range speaker system

0 you add to that thelr subsequent
development of an imtelligent ampldier and
sophisticated control softwane, you have the
makings of a digital sownd package capable

of running up to 250 speakers from one JBA,

or compatible, PC Mo wonder they ane
spectied by Disney and other major theme
park ogeeraloes.

Léfs tike a close book at the Blue Box
Because it s both programmable and also an
active speaker system, it will tell w a lot
about Sound Accompany amd thelr pro
gresave products. Each computer designed
enclosure incorporates a 6B0W RMS Compact
Lirmoer, & 157 low-freguency speaker and
e way active electronics consisting of a
bropar phase Beisel crossover, two poawer
amps and a MICIoPIoCessd

Instesd of using a conventional diaphragm
and volce oo, the Compact Diver uses a
fat, rectangular diaphragm made of a sy
thetic elastic materal laminated o
alurminiurm foil and Very resistanl to i1||51|.
temiperatures, Thus a driver of estremely
low mving mass is achieved, able 1o handie
all frequencies from 1-32kHz, 1o withstand
transients up o TO0OW and defivering low
hammonic dstortion characteristics of leds
than 1.5% at full power, In the Blue Box, this
slim device is directly coupled to a constant
directivity horm,

The 15° wooler, developed to comple
meenit the hllﬂ'l !ru-:iui'my ditwitd, wses a
robist chassis design, which encloses the
magnet struciure o prevent it moving, and
thie whaole aspemibily, n:.'udlng GA's owm 4T
reinforced voice cofls, 5 comstructed using
aeronautic adbesivies. This results in a
sppiraker with a wide dynarméc range and low
harmionie and transient distortion

The orrboard power amplifiess with buih-
in electronic crossonirs and Macroprocessor
are fullly PC, as well as manually, controflable
as 1o all their operating functions, Othenwise
factory prepared prosets ensure optimdm
performance, protectson and crodsover level
wpttings, which are modified, or new ones
created, by a PC with SAnct imerface In ad-
dition, as with SA's stand-alone amps, the
MECTOPAOOEssnd CONMUOUSyY Mmoo and
quickly comects speaker Cone MOYETEnL

The Blue Tiek lan, Roiterdam, & schene brom [ac Van Ham,

- o
Bem Weijlers [lef) with Tony Gotieler.
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Fain dance foor lighting plan, Blue Tiek, Rottendam.,




Thee 54 4525 Blue Box irom Stage ACcompany. The SA FPA 1200 ampllice,
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providing an alimost andinite damping peor
cess It also measures outpat voltages and
currents ard makes afustments,  againat
clipging and power overloads, in such a way
that there it no perceplible scanfioe in sound
quality

With all these sophisticabied componenls
combined together m the Bluee Box, a fre-
quency response from below 30 Hz wo awer
30 kHz is achievable, leading to the cam
that both sub-bass units and super weelers
are rendered unnecessary. Hegh acoustic
output of 120dB with 10dE of headroom is
peoessilple, while masnitaining good transiem
response and claity of seproduction with
viery o Gistortim,

Andrway, they wounded premy b e,
apart from perhaps lacking n the physica
sersalion  associsbed with sub bass in
discothegues

This is just one of a range of enclosurnes
produced by the company, alomgside their
state-of -the-art digital audio control systems,
As the list is oo long to mention in this Gne
artiche, | was pleased to discover that they
have a representative in the UK. Readers
may wish to contact Anthany Moeis o
more information on 0353) 662278

It is Clear that the Dutch take full advantage
af their geographecal proximity to Germany
and Belgium, This, coupled with their natusal
pragmatism and inventiveness, lisaved them
ideally poised 1o besslt from 1992 and
benyond.

S one way of another, this wsit to the
metherlands was a revelation, and not anly
e discover that your editor navigates by the
sun and has a craving fiar orepes!
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HOLLAND BY METRO

The Dutch are beginning to make a habit of creating mould-breaking
discotheque concepts . Remember The Escape, featured in L+ 3l two years ago,
with a light show based on no less than &4 first-generation Robots?

As part of his Netherlands feature, Tony Gottelier visited the latest word
in Dutch disco, Metropool in Zaandam near Amsterdam.

The Metropoal, Zaandam: legal capacity d000.

All action oo the Medropool’s dance floor.

Litthe oid 1 reahss, when | el ol
lingual Swiss I|E-:'1|;|n|:1 installer Phillippe Eeich
at B Rirmani, that | would be visiting his latest
contract in the Metherdargs within a few
wipks. However, since everyone | talked 1o
from  the business in that country was
genensus ensugh b suggest that it was the
venue ol the moment, even though the
||3f'1|:|n|5'_ contract had gone olsewhere, |
guickly realised that | had to make the
pilgrimage

| wad not to be disappointed. There was
miore inmovation in this one location than |
had seen elsawhere in many a long year, In-
novation in format, in operation, and &
r"l-!-r'u--*-g, INTEDARION an SOound, on viced and
in lighting

Une thing about The Metherdands which is
abesrys impressive is that with a population
of 14 rllion in an area the size of Wales,
road commurications. and transport are so
effichent. Dusing our entine vsil, we only s
o tralfic am. and that was on the eve of a
bank holiday when the whole country was
on the move, and even then the jam was
MGWNg

Yo the fact thar Zaandam i3 a few
Kilgemetrés north of Amstendam s no disad
VaNGaEe 4 Denly Minute [Fain jounmey Gnops
you saually at the door. The buildng
custom-designed for its purpose on a green
field site, is what, = archi-speke, would be
calbed an out-of-town shesd if it woeren't in the
town centre. s appearance, locabon and
SErucinre are very reminisoent of Holhhwood
in Romigrd, but there the smilanty ends.

For, based on a ground plan of 2,300
squang metnes with & legal capacity of niearly
4,004, this building has been laid out inside
with circulaton as the prime  concem,
Indeed, its an ohbject lesson n interior
forrmatting from this wewpoint.

Lim armreal, the visitor paises through one
of twn maetal detectors, made fashionable by
Paradise Carage in Manhatten, bt also a
wide precaution n these days of Clockwork
Cirange reality. A bwosway sland cash desk
speeds llow as does the fact that the en-
trance does not double as an exit. %0 the
clzakroom, capable of storing 3,500 coats, is
sanghwiched between the two, prowviding for
deposits on one side and collections on the
other

Mow for major operational surprige, Other
than your entrance money, no cash is usable
inside the discotheque cther than at one
speial Buresu de Change where you con
VEr yOuUr money into the "-"rl'.'[rl:l|.'ll.'rl.'l| 1.'5-\.1|
terider of |.l|d=-||l. |_h||_u. Crviously, this takes
away all the womes of cash contral behind
the l:15|'-l bars and in the cafe while the
cusbomers clearly bound it a friendly and
acceptable arrangersent. Furthermone, we
had it on good autharty that 10% of all chips
wene never used or cashed, UK operators
please notel

The interior s constructed on bwo bevels
with a surround gallery and adminstrative
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offices on the upper. Whale this balcony pro
vides ample room for viewing the stage and
dance foor, it also houses four of the bars.
And theie sre bars with a diffierence, cach
has its own theme and music 1o match, s
thery are screened off from the disco itsel by
gl.];a partitionsd walls

For exarmpde, in the Countdown Cale bar
they play rock, whale Trendy Cafe plays a
misture of pop and golden oldies in the
cockiail bar .1n'|-1:|'|||'q.: ROEs, from Frank

r T

Sinatra to Salia so long as its easy listening,
and Party lime majors on curent Dutch
hits. Each of these areas has its own music
systemn controdled by the bar stafl from a
stacking casiette deck. All music tapes ane
produced by the inhouwie Dl to specifica:
tions laid dewn by Ulnk Saba, enter-
Lainments manager,

Thiste rrini atrsosphienes seemed Do me to
work wery well and were |.'E|Id||'||:r VETY
popular. The only problem was that the

WidWall scheematic.

levels had ta be kept faidy high in ordes to
screen out the music from outside, but even
this was surpeisingly successful, a credd
perhaps o Stage Accompany, the Dutch
firrn who designed the sound systemn, aboul
whom thene is a lot mone 1o come as they
seem, single handed, to have been the main
technical eontractor on the entire project
I any event, they used teo of thesr 4744
HiFi cabs in each of these areas to achieve
a very pheasant, clean sound response. In-




dmed, they elaim distortion stays well oo
1.5% at magimum levels with these
speakers.

To achieyve sch a smooth result they use
the same wrusoeal fulFrange  technigue
desscribied i the presious plece, but wing a
12° flexible diver and a small compact
ditver, wathowt a hormy for the Ing_hﬂ_. Iy ithis
way they are able to achieve a flat (regquency
response beyond 30kMz but also SUpeSio
Erarshenl nespsinde.

The anly ok o the outside world, in the
dison PEOeRE, Ane thet vidao Liplalpl{lale® bk
are supplied trom the main control baox
wherever they may be located, and this pro-
wiclas continuity throughout. And vadeo is a
main theme of Metropool which boasts,
what is clesimed o be the hig.ge—g.r [T
nient wibeo wiall in Europe cowering an anea
(5] h',.' e mdtres and consisting of 48 large
screens stacked six high and eight wide. It i
this wall, at the back of the stage, which
smacks you straight bebasen the eyes as you
come down the stairs from the gallery, (See
alio L+5Fs odtor's anmicde on the 1989
Eurawision Somg Contest in Lausanne)

| said soreens” advisedly, for these are
not monitors, and it s ths which explains
the brlliance and high resolution which s
instantly apparent. For Vedeeall, the Lates
viddeo technology from Philips, eschews the
use of monitors in favour of video propec-
tors at chose range onto tensibe back progec-
ton screens, This gees indivadual 105em
soreens, aach with a retolution of &80y 57A
pinels in PAL and consequent screer-io-
sofeen imagery, U s claimed that a soeboy
s wall at 30 metres gives a similar percep-
bon 63 a 65cm [ scrédn ab oné Benth the
dhatance - ard 1 can beleve it

Drespite Philips surprisingly poor  record
i this techmology i the recent past |
believe there s no doubt that they have
cracked it this time, For while the cost
might e a bit rich for most discotheques, it
miiil win hands down in shedio use, in
stadia, In shopping centres and for AV
presentations and promotions

The VidiWall system is controdled by
Philips AVAS, flor Advanced Videao
Authorning System, which allows contrel of
the varous sources, whether tape or disc,
satefiite or camera, into animated oo
figurations and pattems. Two  paralied
sources can be transmitted simudtaneoushy
on the SMetropos] setup, and the systern
provides both on, and off, line editing and
crealon af programs from ampleto-use
mera-dirven software. A digital image oon-
traller, a&lws from  EBrdhoven, enables
manipulation of thess images from enlasnge-
ment, w0 (rearedrame, plus  mosaics
solanzation and numerous ofhier affects

Inberestingly, Mage Accompany, who wene
also responsible for the installation of the
wall, have added a computerised input o
their own, to enable the automatic transmis.-
son of ommercials o preset vodume levels,
froem a single button push, Although this has
riot provved popular with the [, who would
prefer to have semsitive control, it reflecs an
essontial alement of the cheative financing
which has made the Metropool possible,
Without sporsorship, the Vidiwall would
ot have been a wiable proposition and
Stage Acoompany have taken ths on board
and setup & comipany (o market the air time,
It is mandatory, within the rental deal for this
equipiment, that a commercial is transmitted
eviery bwo hours. B the 0 fails to snplemen
thes the compuder soreen Hashes and when
this warning is ignofed also, it overrides the
muset  and  ransmits the  advertisement
automatically at the same level as the missic

The Medroposd ighting, wound snd videa conbrol ares.
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Metropool, entry bevel, ground floor,

BBars 1 Todets 2 Offices 3 Ertrance 4 Cloakroom & LightSound control

Fetrpeod, first oo

6 Stage 7 VideWall 8 Dressing Rooms 9 Cafe area %0 Amausement Machines

previously playing. Othersise D) and V)
have normal access to play licersed pop pro-
rvces &t wall, in this case the Thsc Eypes’ pro-
gramme from Thetford based IDEA, who
wire selected for their ability to provide
material cn video disc.

Sage Accompany beliewe they offer & uni-
quie package wath this partnership of the wall
and their computerised sound system, which
cormbination they prefer o call StageWall’
just to confuse us stll further!

Although it may not seem o be the case at
first sight, money i3 not sloshing arcund in
the wenue: in fact | suspect @veryone has
bereen tald o make do with what they've got,
at beast for the time being - and quite nght
toa, The reason | say this is that | found the
Y| doing amazing things with hes own Come
rodore PC using ‘Omega Deheoe Paint 3,
and managmg o create some really i
teresting graphics manipulatond from soft-
wiare that ceet only about E75.00, albeit a lie-
the slorw to TAMTUTHE,

It's armazing what can be achieved with pa-
tience and intelligent, enthusiastc ogeratons
wh understand that everything has a cash
lirnig

Well, if | haven't lost you with my vidieo e
thusiasms, we are back on the ground floos
where there are four open bars, a fast food
cafe, a small amuserment room and, of
course, dance flogr, stage and control,

When it care to the dance floor, acoepting
that lighting is not their metier, Stage Accome
pany commissioned Phillipe Reich
scanlight, Switzerland, to design and supply
the moving rig. Using Optikinetic’s Trilite,
Scanlight produced a motonsed structhane
based on an cight petalled flower. In thes
case, when extended, bearing an uncanny
resemilance to a blown tulip! Surely not a
comcidence.

Electric motors allow 3ms of travels for the
petals and a custom control provides for
bath individual er eombined movement «a
16 presets which can be ondered to suit,
Main workhorie of this g in a lighting
sense, are 9% Thomas Parcans which have
been, unusually, fitted with dichroic filtérd
adding a quality ard strength to the colour
[ xuumble with gels. Unfortunately, a
fewe problems have been expenenced with
heat, but than the can was not designed to
be wsed in this way and would probably re-
quire a larger air gap between snout and
flter. There ks alio a safety faclod 1o con-
s,

Where the Parcan provides the muscle, a
selection of ACR diiven lanterns are thene 1o
acdd fineise, In the past these particular
drivien IiEhl'.-s have acquired a reputation faf
being less than robust and | knew that ACR
had been working hard to resoboe these pror

56

blems. The Spectron N, a stanc-alone colour
n:hangmg luminaire wsing thsir Ruit e
optical dichroes  colour mixing system as
featured in last month's SIB review, & thie first
of a new peneration of luminaires from this
Swiss company which promises o resolve
such diffsculties. Knowing that 16 were in use
in Mbetropool, | had been looking forward to
seping thern perform with the smart kooking
new drive systern Teatured in thelr latest
catalogue.

This was not 1o be, the Spectron i's are all
mounted on the exsitng Mac Spot drives,
presumably becsste the new motor systems
were not ready and poowven when the dub
opened N February. MNevertheless, m a
discothegue emvironement, especally where
pobos are not involved, a certain lack of
positional  accuracy mmay not  sengusly
detract from the impact of the hght show,
and nor did w1

IACE will, of course, need 1o get thes right
far the Spectron I, which will include gobos,
and | am assured that the ney deive systems,
with or-board motor control electronics, ane
now available o give a higher degres of
precision. | merl-,- await the oppoiumily 10
s thism in al’.‘[rﬂﬁ:l.

Support is provided by other ACE devices,
includmg the conirollable nine-headed Mac
Argus which uses 2Bv I50W Par 36 in a
crescent, together with “White Lightning
strobes and a ‘Quatrcfogger from  Op
tikinetics. Control is a hybid systermn of ACR,
Pulser and lrmipulse e ﬂrL'lS.lui'I'l.. thie latter
supplying two 48 channel desks, one of
which controls the stage lighting based on 34
Thoemas Pancans,

Oine irmpressive statistics the whaole nig and
lighting installation of 15.2EW was installed
by Scanlight’s team, average age 24 years, in
free days flaz The secref, according to
Phillippe Reich, is in maintaining & modular
system which can be pre-assembled and
tested in their plant at Vewey near Mortheus

Walkthrough secarity.

B Bars 1 Cochtail Bar L Lounge/Bars X Taoilets 3 Offices

prioe to shipment 1o site,

The sound systerm, which was also suppbed
and installed by Stage Accompany, B a
masterpiece of stateofthe-an degitally con:
trolled PA, Intelligent amplifiers and graphic
equalisers ane controlled by a Sanet PC
-.l.-u:lrking alongside a conwentaonyl disco rmndc
er. A total of 38 Blue Box' speakers are
emploved and configured o cower both
dance foor and stagefvides wall PA

20 of these are located equally at each oor-
ner of the dance floor, while a further eight
are directed from either sde of the stage and
video wall, With the additional supgsot of 12
flown bowes, based on the previoushy
described HiFi cabinet but this tme wsing a
12 non flexible low frequency speaker and
the added ham o the front of the compadt
driver, this is a wery flexible system for both
stage and dance floce. Obwvioushy, with proe
grammable EBQ and computer control
amplifers it i possible o adjust the emr
phasis of the systerm 1o suit the situation at
any given time,

Surprigingly, il ws found that no sub-bass
wias nEcessary, giving credence bo Stage Ac
compam's exchisive claim e a true, fulk
range speaker design

An  extensive amay of microphones,
monitors, [ Bosed amd :ugﬂa! DIORSEIHE
make up the stage PA inhouse support
systems, controlled from a TAC Scorpion 32
channel mixing desk

The last word on the operation of this self-
styled Superdisco is an experiment, unigus
in my experience, which Metropool are conr
ducting with the Dutch police. The police ane
allowing the dub to stay open until they
choose to dlose, in an attempt to oombal
drunkeness caused by drinking 1o a deadine,
In returm, Metropool ane ogerating their oo
shittle bises to a whole teries of pee-
determined drop off points at half hourly in-
tervals throughout the night. It is hopaed that
those the worse for dink will  avail
themsebves of this safe transpost home, lexy-
ing their cars behind in the clubs vast car
park,

Obwaously the local constabulary are keeg-
ing a r.'l.r-nall check on the scoess of this
trial, although we understand that so far they
condader that it has proved suocessiul, | feel
sung that many UK operators would Be ine
terested in taking part in such an enlightened
test, but what chance with the Beitish
establishment!

As you will have seen, a great deal of
creative thought, to say nothing of creative
financing, went into the business of twrmng
hietropoal from the dream into a reality. It
shows, if nothing else, that the prvate err
rrepreneur can still weeeed where others
fi=ar 1o tread. At least in the Netherlands
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JACKSONS LANE

A Flexible Neutral Performance Space
Opening New Horizons for Disabled Technicians

Stage lighting is not a career that has hitherto
been regarded as normally open to dsablad
people with mobility difficulties, It is hall a
century since Bentham showed that Boards
could be designed for operation by a single
sabed] pErson sather than by a standing and
walking team Aut since the mid-<ixbes, al
nénw lighting controls have been capable al
operation rom a wheelchair - assuming, of
course. that wheelchair access is availzbhle
Alas this & wery rare, since most control

FRANCIS REID

rosodmis Fail at beast one aspect of the three
part Test:

B Gt a wheekbgr liom sireed o combrnl room door

& Get @ through Bl door

® Carer i ulfient mancedvening ard working ipde
Mot easy to achieve, especially when one
cordiders the acoess, amenity, sghiline, con-
tact ancd climatne paoklems that are endermad
in theatre contral rodms despite battalons
of SpEC wirilifg consultants

Bust the will prosiches the way and Jacksons

':' LETRNIR

- =

the control meam, and provides a followspot position asd an alternate bocathon for the sound disk.

S8

e ——

lacksoms Lamve; the controd room located above the bar is reached by an clevator sufficently lage fo accommadate 3 wheelchaie. The platform is reached from

Lare Comemunity Centre in MNoih Lomdon
has chone it the needs of mohdity disabled
audience and actors Rave been taken wel
care of, 0 a wheelchair technician can easily
get from street to rear of auditorium, From
there & suitably-sized elevator lesds directhy
to a contral room with ampde space to move
between light and sound desks wathout an
eucess of three point turms

This mew theatre at Jacksons Lane is the
latesst phase in the development of & e




cedadul community centre whose efforts o
irmpronee  the quality of e for Archway
resicents include a performance programeme
which attract a wide spectrum of audience
iribenist, It is howused withim a former place of
waorship  promineatly sited opposite,
Highgate tube and presenting a somewhar
stern countenance o the Archway Boad
whare London traffic comes and e hait
rarely stops

Howaess, the edent o which the oeiginal
dding set out to confinm the stremgth ol
thie faith of its Victorian wpongors has enabl-
od anchitect Tim Ronalds o |'El§.|_'u:||'|l:| o the
problems of acoustic solation by applying
an approprate largesse of concrete food,
The problem was mot st one of keeping

The architect designed houselight.

rewsd nodse out, but of l;n:wupnng. peformance
sound im. As a result of the 25mm thick con-
crebe siab cadt over the rool, heavy poods
without and heavy metal within can raise
their decdsels without fear of muetual in-
teference, Adjacent ressdents have o live
Twith the traffic but are spared the rock

This is a perormance space which s bath
neutral and  adapuable but  avoids  the
pedemic extremes which were a feature of
sinties and seventies thinking before idexs
weng tempered by experience, Tim Bonalds
has prossded a room which is flexible within
thie likely pararmeten of its use, There are no
whructurnes or machinery to get in the wary of
future experiments, but the magor format has
Fraery claarly identified as nnd--;rag,r: with au
dience configuration easily interchangeable
batarmen SEang an cormvenfional rows o
arcund tables,

Thae néutrality, in line with mda-,,*:. flight
from the black box, @ natural bick - the
austenty of the ald softened with a partial
lining of the new. The |||:_';|'|I!n|.~.-.'. o the brick
walls and pabe flooring will doubtless pro
dute some muttering from the lghting irager-
mity biut, wEanng my audience hat, | applaud
a neutrality which does not wnpoe doom
and g'-::r:ll'l"l side affecs, Anypweay, when seais
arg Bived & they are here, the stage floor
covering 5 the magor  design  surface
- whether defmeating acting areas, offering
visual meétaphor or providing the maln sur
face on which Eght falls.

There are mamy vissal features of the
space, particulady details gf.a;;-x:,-rnel;q,- whach
cox not respond (o logical anahyis, bue they
L rlgh[ and need no turther justification
than the pleasure we recene from Tim
Ronalds allowing us 1o share his artist's aye,

He hai Bt the house with 40 umits of his

AT dl?'l.'mrlg- 13w 20W dichinoic lamips each
mounted on a rod extending from it
transformer. Simple, elegant and allowing
easy adjustrment of position and angle. Pro
duchion I-gh:-ng and sound matallations ane
by Eurolight, and the god carmies a
misceflaneous collection from  catabogues
mew and old - rmainly the later,

Which brings us back to physical disabilities
and the lightng technician, Ladderwork may
#till be standard practice, but is no fonges
eszontial. The new automatid spotlights ane
witeekthair compatible, As this would be the
ultimate demonstration, presumably
manufacturer would look wery Favourably
upan the appearance of a sponsar.

. UNUSUAL =~
S L:rle.ln:.mrm:. L

-

AIIGING FOR CONMCERT THEATRE
COMMERCIAL FILM T.¥. & VIDEQ |
PRESENTATIOM,

4 Deiston Gardens, S1anmans
Middlesex HAT 104

01-206 2733

e Fux 08208 1437 Twlan pESATE Riggls O L

. The way to rig a 30'truss

s -
e - ; -

THE TRUSS TOWER

Economically priced, with a
revolutionary fail-safe device.

T firscechosre when rgging todays smallerscale seei. The wnigue fil-ade

dewice porvencs fall of che oruss in rie event of cable fdure dusing rigging =
worl] a3 when che creas is in poaickon

Wl V30 & . Fan: 04- 190 49 18

TELEPHOMNE, FAX (OR YW RITE
For ai ol baiidsies] beti baatr posd e gdderne of yosar remorw noe bt
Lerebram Lghaong i%aks & g Lad
Tebrpione: 08 150 (0

Bl T e o oyewr, Sapbiesm, Spdrey KT EHS
Tebe: WEFAIT




winning performances

OeSEA s th ultimate lighting Dosand,

Speed i the essence of e power = spoid in learmieg,
speed in programeming and spesd in action, s fouch-
sansitive colour manitor translates the skill of the operator
into instant lighting action. Handing 256 lighting charnels
inclusding Gokden Scans and alfer inbeligen moving
lights, it knocks spots off amy other lighting conbrofier.

DSKA is used by operatons throughout the wordd who

PULSARe

Camdan F!a'.l'*ar:eJ .r_md_?n

depand on & povedrtul control syrstem o make the most of
thir ghtshiow

DSKA has initiated a e era in total lighting

conirol, by integrating a complebs lightshow - !_,_;
under the control of oné skilled aperator, -
-~

Fired put more about what OSKA can
dia Tod your performance by
contacting your nesnesi
Pulsar destnibutor

.

LIGHTING FOR EFFECT

Polsar Framoe Saal,
B0 Awesause dul Fresne,
14780 Bretieville por Odon, France,
Tel: 1 741001 Telen §TIENT

md 3, Worert 21,
1]
Bet O3 G678 s $TS0T PULSARG. D-8830 Bochem 7, Wesi Garmany,
Faus (022, S 708 Telex

k- i34 HH



ABTT TRADE SHOW 1989

Graham Walne reports from the Hammersmith Riverside.

It seerre 1o mo that i | kke the pliy | won't notice
the queue at the bar, but # | don't like the play Nl
prumiie about everything. Pevhaps made showa
are no different cerainly phiy vear the talk at the
ABTT Teade Show wasnt about exchabsts but about
exhibiticns, but mone of that Liter

w0 what can | tell you about the show wselif
‘When reviewing | naturally assuime that voiu sani
i kiow abous the new products, so that's the
queshon | asked on every and. But many e
hibstoss. arswensd thal quession with dazed and
blank stares fthes'd just retumed from Showdight
) Helland) and manvy oflered empiy phiases libe
TFere's notherg really niow, bt we have improwed
I (0K, howd), The perwsis of mew peaducs
shandd, of oodrse, come from thie fneeds of thie
market and not from ehe mesed o g aeabultion
tesriewers smibang secibing (0 wile about. The
reality of their attenling 40 mamy eahibstions. =
that companies cand kiunch a rew product every
ExTie.

But hets stan with some good news. Koger
Aahcrcdt of ALE Theatrs Senvdces won the Produc
of the Year award for his portabile diy-ice rmaking
rruchine [redewed in Le 5« Movember 88), an ex-
colleril chdice, and the sward coubdn't have gone
to somebady more handworking or sincere. And
thee prostuct doesn' pubie, Mash or change oobour,
Cither products nominated inchided the ECR4
From misw cormparry Sooemso Costrob (e bed cut
ol the old Dyrumic Technology Compare). The
ECH lighting conbrol has & versatile effects Syilem
and Il'll:r'if-l.lul?_ Feographic mimic: DTLs products
wene also well mads up 0 beep an eye on Soor

pics Lee Colodran wive nominated bor chelr
Wilinachor range of modulaer spotlights - there s
10 versiong froen 19 modules a0 they ane now

Year Award. The stand was so crowded you coulda't get 2 lookdn, but our
wlﬂmmwmmehhld;ﬁmﬂ.

White Light leatured the Modelbas CAD system

Corming off th proluction b, AMEM (ot the shaw
for chee first B e nesviirubied for thar Baem
barev rapid| scrolling colour changer [ournently part
of % Buiterdly' at the Shahesbury] and few
arvaileble with a new dchannel DAMESAT con
irofler - the company ane also wiarking on follow
wpots and fight cumen serellers. Mot Light
wieere noerunabed for their $ystem 2000 bogic work
i light controd Fahould be in even PO Co-
ner' sakd avwantds chairman Anthorry Easterbirook)
and Ak Light were nominated for (e s
madification Lo the Pattem 21, an idea that even
brought & cry of appioval flom Me Bentham
himaslt - prae indeed!

Lirst ichea thal wan ned mentionesd in the gwards
came from Light Words, Alears an ingeniows
oy < they croated the PALS systern - their
stand feabured & protobype dats prodecior with
MER lamp fed with PC generated images. As |
fmertioned in L+5 in December B8 DS Fase
been at the centre of attenion for colour changs
ardl proection for some time, Thene & an OHP
wysbemy, Bul | [Fank this & the firsg ime ANy e has
produeced a protofvpe system fof & thealre
uminase, 5o manybe a fulige trade show will
awatel Light Wiowks the silver hookclamp for the
fit alboloctromse gitefgobo. Light \Wors alse
Teaiured a new ightweight effects prodection and a
'!-I.:II'||Illg,|II'|[H'|'n ement o thi Canisesl X000 sones
"F-h': it wia a modihed lemphouse containing
the ubsuitcars MER limp (which abo peosides 10
b the e of the usual 3506 LA sl |qln‘1_|
An optional mechanical dhimvmer can als be fit-
ted, Irdioed the Prokhana bon of norvdim Limps has
produced 3 variety of moiomied inses and
mechanical dimming systems and the Shew pro-
vided an escellent cppomuely to make ooen

ihe Product ol the

The best disco shaw 3t ABTT, couresy A (GH) Lid

pari s

Sveral stands were s bowy that despice
NUEMETTWE visils 1o each these wid o onn
available 0o answer my questions. This happily
averwirked bunch imchided Aml Triphe [ AL
lightimg, WEB Lighting and Specalsil Lamps
Horaever, sandy collected  brochures [wty do
ather peogle hide brochwes on the back ol
stands 8o that you have bo cross The Line' to get
anef] have elicited that among other things A
have peoduced thistr ovwn desigren tablst for plot-
ling. pereng the Lee Magic Sheet on our produc-
bon desks while Strand are noncomenittal, A
also displayed their MIDH intoriace for the Imagine
cordrl system, Triple E featured strongly in An-
thorry Easterbiraok's awards speech: 05 marginal
|!. Dot hoewe this COMBArTy Reops Coming wp
each year with WrEneraety Ingereois devions,”
This yar thisis Linitruss sysiemn won the atiergion
AL Lighting’s moom featuned a multitude of e
cellent proshicts ircluding ihase by fands | ey
hghting controls froen Australial, Geeal American
gobos, Gamcodor, Colomiz Lighbatr, Accisd,
Adirrun and Pand, and hee P soery that | waset
able 1o chat 1o AL because | want to know if they
can gt Bold of the Pani eflects dics thai | v
besen wmireg b thee USAL W Lighting promoted the
fact that the Coemar range s now availible foe
hire and afiracted attention with the Jugpiter
wilelligent H.l-.-l:h“:lll

Actually this yeas there seemed 1o be fewer
wiiggle-dighty than usual - perhaps |I-..|.-..-.'m_-;;¢-:|-n,5
mowe intelbigent for subtlel), Comainly this @5 toss
ol a new product frorm Cersbeum, the nes
Peashpol. This wiil & bawed on the peoypalas

Thowras Par G But caries its e chimemier
malonsed pan ardd Gl and 12 ooloue seroller and

“ Pt

Adlernative show: CCT wenl to the Butland Arms down on ihe fvemide.

L]



o tha contiols alk down a singhe dasy-chained
HLE line, The wnit is wery quest snd Joourate and o
i% also avadable for hire. Another excellent pro
duct from Cersbrums 06 oompany, Pl
tign Consultants is the DigLift contred system hor
chain haoists. It wall comtesd up 03 73 Fests and
display the positions in cobour on any [ T
pabble PC the PrieciLilt vananon beads Daca 1o
the screen details of the precee wisight of sach
|1.:||1E‘|r|-£l pnnl, wsehad lor lange SEIuCIures which
maght niot all moes by equal amounts thas SEenrg
the stress.

Cwnie of thie mioat succesaful ‘wiggledights' al 1he
momert is the Golden  Scan, and  Pulsar
demormirated this at the best ste m e o
nesd 1o e bar, Thisy wisidly relied on a viden for
thery orwetall effect and restricted thimaetni= 10 ox:
hibibrg & Sgle e n{!-ﬁﬂl:‘d by the -
cellent DGEA contrad (il uniguse with e qoich
serdatnog screen]. 15 inberesting, hosy sound con-
broks are med dvertaking hEhisng e s use of
this technology. Golden Stan feahsred strongly an
a recerl Tomoerdes’s Woild” w an ||'|1:||ﬁ,|'|’.-'\. 1raal
fior thtr use on & Wayre Sleep tour. Hopelully M
Sleap's |IJ,‘."I|IH_’: PG wall take hesa0ng in st
operating from Demck Saunders and rendé he
much waurited infia-resd comrof echirglant. Peter
Brooks wasnit being o wbtle when | wked hm
sbecrut Zeva BA'S ey Belapack rarge of dimmers
and gontrol. “They'ne aggressively piced b sd
Ard judging by the opposition’s disdain he must
have got it right. The units. alss i Aubd-sersing
of plas A Finis ol Codnibngl, prosarg bhal e
B ang aware of the growng Lendendy 10 match
prwe pewsen’s ontiol wath another’s demmers.
rearky, the excellent Sinus, norey 48 ways, was at-
racking  mach  atenion, Limmers g,l.'f\ll"ﬂ"'.:
feabured Ettle this wedr, bul ol HO8E wiiie DEW of
oomse, with ther exceptionally high quality pro-
duct arsd F'I.ﬂhh'l with &n amractanedy p'lrd"d
sange of tonrg dimemer pacies. For eample, 36 x
10 emp wils  wallfi g amnd woft  patch,
diagnostics, efc is E6A00 &L Look oul abo o
Planddigght's reimy il aned TV e dineiaon, exhibibing,
at th show for the fird tirse

1 particudarty ked Teatno's stand, which, reflec

G

tingg theer shorw's comendality, prowvaded o queet anea
where Andy Collier Sad Mok Lovas demaonatrated
Ralian hospatality, They made a good cade 404 12
rig their products sefously, and anpone so doirg
will find some very well made luminaines Oithser-
wae, Tindireg Pusmingi nis &1 all was harder this yoar
Siramgds stand was inverse @ bidd 03 OIRE Come
pany’s expeience [75 years this year), bot | iked
the conbrast botween the big Calasy fone of the
few dimming computers that will abo oontrol
remaobe luminaings] and ghe iy Action oongrol
sysbera. Strardd are soon bo deinbube & Majoe
datapack on their prodhects so get intouch abow
ardermg poud copy,  Albematively, you 0wkl
subscrbe to ACT Peblicaion’s Lighting Book, 2
ning: Evinudes hormmal [ happely not [y sl AR
siyle} of marudacturers dats wihech will De ireety
updated eery bao months. Editiona on conbral
el and NgRing ané 1o lodlonw, | cant cecide if
ghis i an exodlent dea or not; 1'd ke b b kg
irifoermied, bt we cupht o be abde to rely on the
mangilactueers themsehes to do (ke

Srands tracdeionsl meals OCT wore ETHOONOEE
along the rver bank in the funclon focen ©F the
Rutland puly, an excelent senue noview of the
poodl wpathew, but a pamble nevenbebess, 1t
seermisd here that 1he gamble had paid off in that
s who made 1the g Fad o e senous and
thine were rmany iiems i owhich Bo be indenesled
A neve [ard simplifisd) conteed fiom Avab mealied
this Fursé apency for the very abtiractres o Qo
Arceat corired, onE of the fase memony syshoma
1o feature help menus and function kes Lo
simplify the desk Lo, Furge ML Martn Moone
lpoks st 1o introdduce many LEA, lechrigues. hong
o e comyany will b isestng bo watch. Also
oo deplay from CCT was the Minuetie Puriug, a
BRONY Jollorwespol hited with che BEegent 1, a ook
Cpreratitd Camime

Twi other wellknown Bgving oomganies ane
s oo b Teatuned in L#5 Later this yiar, o b |
will be brief. Frsth. White Light commended fos
thisr starsd design, featured the Modelbox Cace
Fysbem, o availaide o sale a wirll a5 2 serace.
Ml DHA Lighting, rathes tucked inlo 8 Cofmer
but weell able 1o gtract atiention. Thesr EHecl

L}

L Codoriran o of Bich

Handbook s excelent arsd | bope & helps (0 &x
reid e wise of thedr wondefful anemabon discs.
DA have ot moved 10 s pREMISES
spmiethng abo affecting Dommar who were pror
meHing thsr wand-winierg Calagie are] oo
sgmally sy ||i_|'\l'.|l15 stencis.  [C Llﬁhﬁ'l:;
featursd thes ooan oiisicn OF thee SHegm softhght
using the Thom M25) sealed glais Limp in well
venblabed mourits

Contngd y3tems werenl 2 peceminenil they
had heen in thee past althdugh Geadly there ang
il e coeming canito the markes. This has pro-
mobed L+ b oomireidadd e 10 undiemake a
survey lor Later this year 10 | wint grve oo mukch
awary here, Howeserd, the sha |,'|!i.'wr:||"1j Fram 8
cellent opporunity 10 dudy the Avolites O
SO0-T arsd it wias inkenesting bo compare this pro-
durction model with the prototyps L5 rinviwixd
im December B7, Another manufacturer of high
quality control systers Celop wete puiting thear
distirctzal range theough its paces and deturbing
a Tew customeen a6 the Opstalons juimped up and
diereeny am thetr cnede-cand-sized ©Q cards fo prove
thser durakility!

reprky Burplight bunched their Smant connec-
ton sysbemy, & small peogrhecal ooniiol sduch e
terfaces between mansal desks and dimmers,
ﬁ_l'h'.'.h' 1--|;|-|1dn.g soltpalch pechmgues bul also
capable of birg med 32 an operabianal memary
diesk, Faree alio oflered Snapdngd, a wirdar peoe
diact which greatly faciitates the inforisce,
bypecally thode Between [gunng Doards fonbroll-
ing fronit of house circuits and e howse bosds
cortradling Dackitage, SyEbems ikie this take ad-
vantape of the USTT sandsd on DMESTE an
wealeh lor 4 gronwth in '-.-c'.i'l:r.b.'ll:-\.'h deices based on
this, although the ABTTS recent corderence on
coteol systemmns had other ideas on standarnds {see
What Manchesler does Ml o this Bsuel Ln
ke Emdmeence Awdio stand, Sighl amd Sound
displapesd thedr Quasar contng (a kow oot PC b
ed spstem) which was hunched a1 Frankhar =
Jarary, A weliome ol froim all this modem
technodogy was prowided as ahwan By Jim Lies
promoding  his  wieiped ee serace of r.it‘-'ln-d
Inghitineg, N bouged under e wast fool B

ard .'I.HIII'I- Pat AMeGuane and john MoAlanan.



Congratulations to London’s longest
running Musical

CCT Jlighting

WINDSOR HOUSE 26 WILLOW LANE, MITCHAM, SURREY CR4 4NA ENGLAND
Tel: 01-640 3366 Telex: 946648 Fax: 01-648 5263




AL Uighting's studio had a wealth of imlermnational

L5 Sepi Tlll

Anothees Sirvisy wikch LSl wiill bee oy Lales
thits. year wil be one on smoke and B dmaces 50
ol partcular wievest was Lighting Technology's
dry e ||_1$ machine based on Howand Fafon's
chissagn for Phanbom' ffor which LT il supply the
candbe piound the woikd], The compary was also
shoradng the new Thomas TR freanet ‘4 retum
o the old ehvle’, Famous {oggers Rowolals in-
trosduced a chiller for smoke mscheses and a ren
et of ghiter

Out of 71 companes exhibating | counted 33
solely peornoting kghting and only 7 solefy pro-
mioting sownd, S0 38 far a8 sound poes, T8 3 Case

| -
Farrah's small but busy stamd m Studio Oine,

of quality rather than quantity (hopefully in mone
serind [uah one), Cuality & Oertandy appl-.’.l”f' /1]
hire companies Famabs, the Sound Depariment
and MAE wha hawe & ey Broching and dietabed
price Iaf just oul Famahs were promobing the
A koudwpeaker mange recently installed on
‘Agpects of Love” (see L+51 My 89). Back o che
SR staned | wan iniroduced o the XETA FXC
pffecis conbrdl inberdace whech peerels uix chans
mich ol cominol over sound effects iriggered from
fades on the kEfiing desk, s guaranisnng
preciion i ghting and thunder faahes, wmoioe
ared lighting, buorsts and the ke,

st Beow demonstrabed the most verslile

Prews call: L+5% editor shares & breakiast orange juice with Teatros Mike
L amd Bob Abecers of Parfscens, Framce,

heegckiet nbentorm Sysbemm | have soen, the Uiless,
cach out-siation has a telephone-type heypad 40
sy other sgen can sasuhy e ortacied ard up
1 five smultaneous chamnels of comeenaion ae
posalle. The syalém Cin also talk o paging
wyseems and accept e impuats from show relay. n
conbrast, o ol e lavounile OOmipangs Canfard
Auclo reminded 1\ of the imprived Tecfno
vyl ared ahd merodiared an improRsed Moo
winelesa headeet inbercom, These jre bisrde ax-
e Ery Ahee [IT] &nd sarly ropons ane oo, |
havee usssd sirmilar wnils in he LS |Bhy were §700)
and have been looking for something lice them
Feisre o Aocusing II:T adcdRtionad Dt mane ot

THE-501 "'nu

Pmrﬂﬁhrltqdpﬂuummn:lh\nnL‘h-'m
wland,
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Hull Stage Products showed a fulll range plus wark-
ing consnlenacihis.

The Seund Departrment; emphass on Communily,



SERTHOM [ CaTis,

AUTHINGE, the nomeectnicals were FLPanons
whose display of :"-I-.-e'-dlm wWls Codmperrannteg
ey theee sEard design Farcs bean, D the watiner
wedts FRAE wiho weone descnbsd 'I‘f‘- “weredl knoen
‘oher” irmg they keep getbing better aach pead
Hall Stage, thee “cgher fim have R back bo
tracitiorul designs of oounterwoighting sysbesns
=0 hat nw comporsenis wall sratch ald tried and
pested oo arwd thesy alio specialive, of course, in
Eracks amd poing TS, Ao Gl Operabied 1o
they can be placed anywhere in the system
sltorals wirre divnonstiabed by M Costello
Varia Textile and good old Gemets, Hadeguin
-'.I!'.F.'I'Ir:ﬂ__l'IEﬂII: e e wadincher whaleevsr did we
i w1

A new ard weloomss cepariang or the shimw
wias thie Sreall Firma stand which offered leadlot

wl brochure displays at bow costs 1o 29 arganss-
s, Toen ity 00 kX andivadually here, bt mo ine
lerist weas caught by Stagecrallt Engineering a
COMEERITY Mefd' T bt wath o CHHETETIOE
padpging by thisir leaflet, and by Cardill Thestrical

2.

H1E-20 8 SUTHMEAD D BRISTOL E510 SEB. TEL 272 S05656 TELEY S4 763 FAX 504550

Lighting techniqees fram Morthem Light ad .t-l.'tl-:m Lrp,hhng

KNEED I(NOBS"

Servelied wihose axtellent Solour Beachure shoreed
the many sets they have built and parbed

The Sl Firrd Stand was ably mansed by Ean
Smalley wheo had earfier been avwarded the sleer
hosok Clamsd (iRe techaiian Of ey piad ) lar his
services b traming. Other special awands were
mace o James Twynam ol the legendary Tabs
[26,000 readers at ity height) and of the original
Lue pubhication, ARTT Chairman john Falioner
dee nbid e Twpmam work a4 balonging 8o the
Colden Age of Sfrand when the compary pro
] itsel wia the pRimare sofeell and before
the word mark eting was invenbed. Another Strand
legend, serace manager Fred Browen, receresd a
cpecial award “for all the succour and comifont
ot bhe veard™, The himal special ward went 1o
Trade Show organiser Roger Fox for his urstinging
soPval® B0 TR exhubatoey, A ghe Adsosiials Cor
Laindy oweies him an |u1¢\.|.-r..1._|-, debt, The ARTT
rapcts thai Temdie Sk, hinitly 00 proside valughle
furdds (something FLASA also understands) and
A LD manCan a0 dertily with s misirlkers o
chingng brmes, and the Show i as much aboui

o e

Looking & an Presentation 'l:omuhlnl: gertpmd m.-uat-n ght)

peopie 3t product

Horeveinl, Chae AHTT Tracke Show Fas EHERrowT
Erverside. & apdls over into tenis &Nl nEarky 1
Doy foems, andd S0 SEeprd T msnufachuners
are nowy Ealidng abaout forming 2 pressunt growups io
losrce & isdee 10 BRger prorreled, This isnd new
Far swome years there has been talk of meeegers

wath pthay pakubtices, fiesr wath Ealer Lairrment m
Harogate, now with PLASA, and my nevdew last
vear benited a1 che same problem. Bul the ABTT
hunve abways fought shy of losing their identizy in
tha HERCT Wi that such a T st witrald ryengd
I hid pceplance speech Mr Fox strongly defend
ed the atmosphere that the oo Npact Kroedside
enpendes Bnd he W onght o identfy this. B has
been a major factor of all the ABTTS previcus 10
Tracks Shanws

But the mifluenoe of the PLASA Sheonw canmol b
greaned much Ieeped, and 1 speak, nol of the i
Auence it has on exhibitors, bt mach mione sical
af the effect it has on the astomen. These days
thee ABTT's weowld ared PLASA's weorld are overlapps
rig. Maost of the people whd asited Ereride will

.4

*
*
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£t DIRECT LIGHTING =

WE SPECIALISE IN SUPPLYING ALL
YOUR LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS

P.A. SERVICE
TRUCKING SERVICE
TALK BACK FACILITY

WE OFFER A VERY PROMPT AND RELIABLE

SERVICE FOR MUSICIAME OPERATED
BY MUSICIAMS

FIELDHOWUSE LAME, THAMES INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

MARLOW BUCKS Talk (D8284) 4740

In addition to the already popular
anmimation disks and gobo rotators the
DHA Yo-Yo now adds a further dimension
to the range, by incorporating linear

movement. All these effects are now
available with VARI-SPEED.

Other services include - lighting consult-
ancy, special efiects, photographic slides
(including large format Cibachrome in
glassless Pani mounts) and screen printing
for costumes and scenery.
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alsey sisit Olymnpia this year, and there theyll find
that Oyrmpia has its ovn wndedground station, it
-;::-.-.n car parL beetteer air conditioning and better

riotice these thangs, They are
jﬂmmlhflﬂ. % image, and the absence of
thvem is bad for ABTT 5.

O coiese, thene hawe been some improvenyents
thix year, but ithe ABTT could do much to diffuse
1h|_l- crithcism from s exbibitors o it pud the selling

of space on a more professional bass rather like
that of PLASA I have haisd sarong

criticisns of their methods too, so perthaps there
w no ldeal” method] OF course the ekdbitonR
complain that there & oo many exhibitions
sy [hisy mean in Burops whese andinary LK

trol system on the AC Lighting stand,
66

Wile Tanner of lasds ibows the new inatinct con-

Ark Light: -mir:md for am award.

cusborners dont pol bt are two magor exhibi-
o @ thee LI too marnyd In Lt of oourse, thene
arie ode than that, the ARTT SNodh and MNorthern
freland regions nun very successful local sthows
{posibly ome reason why the altencance bas
tallen in Londan e Bhe vl

Herwer. wmall ard medeam siped comparses
will contirue B resd the ARTT Trade Show
Eepcaia i rernaing the onby way sy Can each o
marty people af once whersas the big bays all
e naetweraks of agents and can hapsly sirdve
o thesir craveny percemiotional tours. | suspect that il
the biig berys do foem thesr presaaine group that 44
Fom might past call thesr blufi. But | don't ey him
whien he has to make the decition,

rivertsde,

ARK LIGHT

THEATRE LANTERN
RESTORATION

COLOUR MATCHING TO DECOR
SPARES, TiH KITS

7 Partvidigs Cloas, Uppss Brundingihocpa,
Leicastershire LE1T S0

Tel: (0533) 478336

Alernative venue: CCT drew the crowds 1o the

Christer Owe, sales manager of AVAB, with the
mew Expert control syslem,




Lven the dummy was speechless.

Irllruli.li Volvoe buvers were lell stunmed

by the sheer speclacle of Avitec's liah
anid sound show for Volvo's 440 car launch.

No — this wasn’l discotheque, nor
even a roller rink — but once again Avitec
were showing  their -unique versatitity in
lighting and sound design and presentation!

Whatever vour requirements — 1alk o
Aviter now!

AQUITEC

IHE ATROSPHERE CREATORS ]
Tha AWITC Grwg — Buruje’y bnrgem 1iub b o b e T ] Bl i ey

AVITEC Eléctronics (UK) Limited, BO/B1 Walswarth Foad. Hitchin, Herts S64 95X, Tel: Hitehin (0462) 58961, Fax: (D462) 31019, Tix 825632 AVITEC 6.
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| firsally managed to inberdew the elusiee Alen
Branton after years of scdimiring his woek and inter-
vawang his directors, john Cabome on Dinsd
Bowie's Class Spider Tour and C. 0. Simpson on
Thee S4omient of Truth tour with Witney HOusLon
The interdew ook place a1 Shepperton Studios
where Allen was rehearsing wilh The Bee Lees
whio laned just started a world bow.

The sccomparnying inbendew this month b with
Fat Marks, whao is curmenthy on Bour with Big Coune
try. Hie had exercred b controversal streak by
passng comment on freelance designing and the
it an Crmw of the price war’ between lighting
companies. Fat alio supports the comments that
Loase Stichland made in her recent inerviw, as
s a narmdser of people that e met since it wasd
published, | would ke 10 ghee you room toar
woud wiews on any of thete subjects - s gl
weribing and maybse we Can paish s of your

Allen Branton

Wheen did vou becoms involved in the giting
businesat

In T97Y, when | was 0 years old, | was playing
saaphans in a bar band, and when the band split
up & friernd irvited me 1o widk lor 2 lghting com-
pany called Shoro, | did 5o just bo eaim b b of
money, althaowgh it turned out that | had a good
sptitude for the job, probably due 10 my musical
background.

Thix barsiness was pretty primitive in those days,
s | weas ruche bghting dieector for The Beadh Boys
atter only six months, e been kghting designer
of direchiod on atually evergthing that e dorse
since, which was wery fortunate at the time
becaise rovwadays you have 10wt yeshs for that
sort ol Gppaitunty .
| weas wery i wilk the lighting and
i o I i e Kt omd e
reviewed in 1907, Whene did the ideas orginatel
Thie spidher idea camee from Daid, thae st designes
blark, Rabstr inaerperted that, and then we ool
labsarated on how we woulkd marry lighting to the
irnag, Mare than anmyone ebe | krdw, Dinsd goes
for & theatics], concephual presentation He' vary
aware of the visuals all ke e ared he has far-
LAsE saiggesthons to make and irdeghits 10 offer

Hell say a song means soemething to him o that
hee has a censn image of i a.rrd;.u.lhneflé‘w
words rpalfy et you free o do something more
fooused thar if you have bo sit threuph & IEEW-IIS-EH
angd just drift ard ingenpret on your own, because
thstie i i real coONOEpL Sorme COMORTTE AR KM Py
concems ared others are morne his are abways
misch moee.

Lomeore Bke Whit Houston B ouite o
ferent. She & a beautdul womran and a great
singer. and ifs mone of a classic supersta ap
proach. s a whale different philcsophy and | find
il IPtEroshing to |urn|E11r-um e gy the gther, | like
L Lk that | o't havee & partioular style and thar
| can adapt sasily, ard shape my thinking and my
cralt 1o an indeaduals needs.

john Chbome told me that there iz a cedain
Branton way of detgning which people in the
business recognise’. Can you bell me what this sl
That's a wery nice thing 10 say, but | have no idea
wiht hee maeare by that. its probaliy s, b |
danil kncny athal 8 &,

Eran Monaban fighting desigrer for Framk Sinatra)
ol e that he admined you becawse you wiene
corstamhy e ideas im lightieg. Chearly a
different conoept from that of john o,
Wig it 15, Actalby, 1 find ghat Pmia Bil baisd wath
thee: ichea of seanching for rinw Deichs for the sake of
g dbifenent, | find that i you take o looused ap
proach: b the sherw you'ne working o and what it
recquires, then it ench up being a kot mone effecte
in Lk bong term. A by product of that will often be
that nev and differerd things will happen, | see a
hot o sheoivs that are way too nowel o Ircky just
for the sske of it IU's vefy &3y o do a dissendce
o yolar cliend whesn you run your dwi Crealne
apersda irstead of thers

wWhat was it e 1o work with Michael Jackson?

Michanl was a ot of fun 8o work wath. Lo Boare,
he is a person whi you get 2 great deal of ingan
from and with wham wou £a9 bald a good rap-
pont #wen Chonigh he doesn® say very miach, You
end up beng able o do a better job doe him
becauie he communicabes what be s dong
theatricalty. At iebesisals he gets on stage o talk
b evergors present aboul whal e wants the
band to dia, the I:ﬂmg_ thee sound effects and a
sl ranmer of things. He speaks about how he

32, 34 AYOMN TRADING ESTATE,
AVOHMORE ROAD,
LOHWDOM YWid 8BTS

TRADE COUNTER

mimepc ol Deleniry o LOMSSN ARG
L FArHgE o 80k inchudding
& E?&fl'rqjln_ Frulgs, Liir, Rosco,
Cheis Jamies, Socofax, Meulm,
"J-q.lluphf: Thaarmaas, Strarsd, CLCT,
oo, Le Moiing

TELEPHONE:
01-603 F831

of
01-602 7932

warts o affect the audence and he gves
evengsady a litthe philoaophecal outlee o bow he
wants b do oa particular piece. From that
myeryore is (ar sone fooused onan dea than they
ane with most rock stars

I actually did two designs for Michael because
wheern thie shosy comemendid ir i dumenes of 87,
ke was only going 2 take i€ to Japan and
Antstralia The Bad album wasal ool at Ehe lime
ardd 1he shivas dadnl contain much of the Bad
material. In Fact, the dhow relerned, Do SOdme &
e, B his Pestory, The earker peformances with
his heothers plapsd & part in terrs  of
chareogiaphy ard so forth, mainly because Betle
of & had been seen in that part of the wosld, and
Ty it Pavew timne to take it any Tusthier.

Then we came to do Amerca in Febaarny 1568
Wi clidd ancther rehearsal Sor four wesks in Flcnida
waith i e lightting, diestign aned & mirwe st designed
o wwdoeaes. There wene bao complelely dfpninl
5oty angﬂ?ﬁug diesigns w six months, Actually
e design | created was much simples and
profably meane 10 ke posed than thir first bepcause,
afver having worked for keim, | reaksed that s
lakern was amazing and 50 much the focal point
that it would have been loolish for me o try and
make s statement with the lighting beyond
his pedormance. The second Yersin was weny
corrventional, stralght trowees runnirg bedt 8o right.
&0 i desp with a very stanclasd lighting amange-
FrHE

Many of the ing, desgpners that | interview sy
that they iﬂr?rmr work, Are there any
designers. thal you ademine

| dion’t wanil bo sourd evasne, Bt | don't really
thasnk about i, Py soen Certain thirggs 1Rl peopie
have done that Py really admered, a spedific pro-
ject, bt | et seen enoupgh of someors’s work
actumulatively 1o pass comment. Roy B,
Peter Morse, Steve Cohen, Jonathan meeton -
ary of thee peogle - 1 would have bo e show
after show to have any serse of adminaton,

Thir rrucl ifrpiesanoe shony that Pee Seen in 3
powsple of years was the Yed concen designed by
Steve Coher He was something ke the Sith o
sinh lighting desigriter that the band had gone
thicugh, ard they were having o bell of 2 time
getting the shomy Bo wisk, | thought that & was a
rasheriul ingerpeotation of that sort ol concedt. He
really made it 4 visual spectache and yet it was 5o
rutural in s approach. The lighting was good and
yet i wis Erarsparent and | found mysell engeang,
lisbening ta thee music. Their public appeal is not i
their sonalities, but in their sound, and |
Lhaup_mhnt Cohen really nailed that lttle seonst
and 1hat’s why he sucoeeded. To o in whien
the show is on the mad, with all that postcal
mancuevEning goeng down befone yoa get there,
ared then to end up with & gocd nresult, B poetly
inpeEssivie = Pt only because of the cabbre of the
design, but because of what he was up kgairdt
Damned difficult with no formal echearsal o Gife
10 Orgaries.

1 thisre anything, lighting wise, which you hate i
see in a showd

When a show annays me, (U5 almost ahving
becaume the fow of Eghting is incoheent to the
acticen, Again, its a guy nehning his agends sk
ing “woubdn this image look really nice at this
momend in this song whaen often thene's. some
real wviwal content happering that requines
something else and that doesr’t get addressed,
Ciien you can't ses the periormers becaise thet:
lightingg everahelms themn and | think that &
WO,

Tell me about yosr current design for Dana Ko
Fee actually desigred bao shows, one in the
rouind and one in sage. and they can both be
made frpm the wame equiprmend package. 108 the



third tume that Tee done cthat, Certain amistes o
b perform in the rowrkd arsd Digna s muasterhul a1
it and she really loves it. There are not that many
artistes combolable playing o the ound, b
Whitney Houston s another perfoemier who can
cairy it alf

Ive learnt boss 1o design in the round #from do-
ing daily Drana Ross shis Sght oF rene ypears
ago. A6 first it's frustrating because it's different,
skt nooe of the Bghting that you use in pro-
soEnium works or makes weree. In the oo
vl e putting the showw nearer o more people,
and S i hurve bo light i in & sy S0 (R RO OO
thiriks that they ane in ihe feonit or back.

That cam be realty Smiting watil you leam e
rechnigues and develop new ways to make it in-
teresting. There's wery Bttle that you can Doaros
froim the other appeoach. It doesn® require o
musch Because its realy intimate and, when the
perioimer & good ab i, really eaciting. The in
stigge is dddier Decarie we Are mone soousiomed
o that, its easier bo think abowt and genenane
deas for, After all thess years of doing [Dara’s
shonws, in the rownd that's becoming prefly GO
fesrnabli for pve boo, Acually | chink that the nound
shiow s my favownte. Tom McPhillps desgreed
thie sl which is based on a tlangle motree. The
lighbrig sysiemn sha ane bran ¢ o weidl A
rlf._- Eﬁ}?lm | eﬁ-ﬂ i :hrn:ﬁ%:i:ﬁ opposed 1o
et and fours '-'.'hr:h i leesting. That's sl the
desgn concept theee is, beyorad that & is juss
lightireg arwd her perlomance and, il you RanenT
spern haee, Tin adraid that nvy description could not
do heer puntice. She really is a fabulous entenamer,
Thei weardrobhe ia fantastic and that is one al the
jovt of working with ber as ber goen can be the
oenbng peece of everything elwe you do, snd you
dan’t et that with rock bands, The show is a lot
mioe aggressively i than in the past and & b
e Bidnaly Cued

Recently appear o be doing a lod of

and &0t a ki of tourng, & that intentional?

it just soet of evolyed. Several years ago 1982153
my first real schedule conflct with o chosge

oF’DE wor il 10 o I8 had reswer really oooumed

b e that | conrld do mcee than one shosy 21 a
tire, | was doing, Cara Boss when the opporiun
ty to do David Bowie's Sevious Moonbght tour
aiose and 1 ieally wanbed 10 do it Davad comes
from a wery traditional theatre approach and #
had pever oooused o hs oigarsaton that the
lighting desigres would stay with the sho
anvghacnwe, S0 workiend ot weell and because | was
a Bitle msecure, | probally put Betbir pedple dul
there than one normally would have b §8 in for
i, That was the firl mapor thing that Jchn
Oshome and | did together. More and more op
poriunities. argse whene | ooukl 6o the and 1 ag
tually discovered that what | hawe Bo gree 1o.a pro-
jet, pamiosasly as | get older, really happens ai
the rehearsals and the firit week or ten of shamws,
Adtes that there is rothung mone that | have to con
Enbute s it 3 wasbe of pecple’s maoney B o
e oual afber that becanrse F'm ot a better board
operator or spot cuer than other people. Fmoas
n.u:}d a5 other peeple, bl that's nod really what

lighting dhe=sign is about. It's undentandable tha

mary of the younper people slart doing

shawd, they dont think they are  Eghtin
deugriers, they think, they ane hghting devks
they can® gt to gops with Ehe Lacn that ther eye
and jadgement is most important

In 1568 you did a great deal of belevision work. Do
you s your future mane in thal medium thas live
congerisl
M. | think it wall be about 5050 a3 lhee shaws. are
still wery exciting 1o me. | starbed doing television
Aleoul e O SEver years Bd. I wias B OORRCHE
mawe o by b do maore, But within the areas |
thirk ey capable of working in, Ower the years,
wheen | was younger, there would abways be a
withiad Crimw shioew Up sooner oF later af ary major
ibviw 10 il ket Conter] arsd sl it o Cabde TV o
whatever, They would always send somesone
abong to babsysi e Bocause the hghting would
have to be changed for the video cameras. Thene
m O -l.‘:r"éw{: P 'A*I_H:.'WIE I;I?'-allhI il
at i and qusbe sympathelic 1o the concerl
itsell, bt many of chem tended to adopt a very
crude approach. | started to get an sdea of the

-llll ll..li.'?l
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We are specialisi mesuleciuress &
puppiiers of all likne optlie lighting
materials « Glass & Polymar dibes _'-
hamessas « lighl sources - ealour ‘"
-
L

changers - edge light nlerlsces - |
Isating curlain washaes - spod, Byl
& bulls! lerses - opbio conduidl - Par
Simitubs & St Aod - ceiling lie
tings. -
Ot Chinwick alhowegam hil auanplen .'
ol cur preduchy, BlEn mereges, deciathe [ o
mnd Slaplayn drom pubte Beblbgioends 4

P Pbve oplic lewarke Lesllats svilibie. - &
=it e by dppoanimgai]

-. Trada & Export call PAUL RAYMOMND
B Par Dpti Profects Lbd.
Jnit @ The Ball ind. EsL
Cunnington 51,

Chiswick Park
Lomnsdon W4 SEP

Cribiga o pru.dul_rlu wridiny, Deoth pechncally and
apsthetically speaking. | got the opportunity bo do
8 oo which tuimed oul quite pocs and 1 g
asked o do mone, athough | never actually did
e thaw Tour ar free untd last yoar wheen | dhd
about ¥ 50, apar from [our weeks wath Whibnesy
Haouston and s wath Mchael Jackson, the gest ol
19688 was spent working in bebmvision.

Is there a particalar sc vou would ke e design
Hitt
Thee et whach 1| am ol fasoinated with at the

Lightimg plan for Big Cowntry’ UK Turope bowr, Mayjuly 1559,
Lighting designer Fal Marks




Big Country.

el i Clona Extafan and The Sdamrs Sound
Sdgchine | had & call to do some work for them a
coupke of vears aﬂ_‘l‘mt | v 1o Bty B0 o it af
e mirrse. Sinoe them Pve goiten 10 knoss mone
about the group and | chink that Gloria s a fan-
tastie singed and has a prosence that a lot of per
formers don® haves | really negret nol Being atie
ey chiy ity Befone, Ten fascinabed by Madoemina
shee perrirds. e of Danid Bl - othed cham thal
rething. e coemies bo mind

Are you erpoyving working with the Bee Geedl

W5, i's been an interesting show. Pve been talk-
ing o thesr Fanageent o & DoUpE Of e
They wanted something that would be fairy
clever, Bt withy & Todngh irage. Thiny" Vi gol a b
of an unfair identity, or rather label, from the
Satardliy Maght Fever éra and a ol ol Fli'\-"lr.\ll"
forget aboot the great music they did a decade

WS

LIGHTING

HIRE
DESIGN
ENGINEERS

Unii 3 81 Margareis Business Centra
Drurmemond Flace Moor Mead Road
Twickenham Middlesex TW1 1JH

01-891 4755

arsd a half befiore that, and the great music they've
dore undes jod theemaslves gnd ocher FH'!'.‘I,'III'. W
agonised over thatl a great deal and we ended up
workireg wilh & W8 designed in Los .Fu."lﬁl'll"i called
lenemy Radlbon, He came up wilh the dea of d
g Everyileng assymisincal with 45° a.n;ﬁ Ircem
front of stage o thine wite i appasent sirasshi
lire=i, That's soemething that doesn't cost anything
arsd it sork of jurnblies Ehe pactung & bt whach is fine
as fong as ity done ahully and Bat just gem
mickry. The s had quilie § 18w Mang peices 20
we can have scene changes and 3o forh. IUs realy
meant 1o B, 10 M, 4 rackional oonce

What are your immediate plam alter the Bes
Gipesd

Fmi going 1o be working w b T has Wy b Jurss On
thsie Arvsirican o, Ml also be doing a teevision
job Bghting the Intemationsl ok Awaics m ey
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COMMERCIAL FILM T.¥, & VIDED
PRESENTATION,

4 Dalsion Gardons, Slanmons
Middissss HAT 104

01-206 2733

Fax: 05208 1403 Takia Bl 70 Riggin G .J

Vork whech will be the fint of yet another anrsoal
v s

Whete do you see yoursell in the futuref

Ml Bk 40 spaened A BOL e Comae ||l.|1|I=|_J_J"I-I: a lot
hess tima in hotel roomal Fve thowght a great deal
oy Bl P hesw years DOt [Aing on a younges
partner or bag 50 | can do beid triesling and B
otk bt thee right peopde haven't really turmed up
w0 s nod the sowt ol thing you £ Boeoe. N s to
wexpu thee contributicn 1 can makoe inomyy work by
having an oIganisataon Bt Blar's wery fracky and
#0 Iy el grodng, B0 nush (i as Fmonot. that old yee

Big Couniry
University of East Anglic
L.D.: PAT MARKS

Like many people Par Mars got ha  Gist
eoperience. . bghting  whilsi  al  unirersty,
Althiagh il wis sl in thesafire and dince, ASted
leaving university he became a teacher of sevendy
emotionaly deaturbed teenape boys A feliow
teacher was a keyboand plaver and togethes they
st up @ shudio from which thiy wirked on a few
concerts, Pat looking after the lighting

Some tirne later when a band called The Endd ap-
proached hirn b do this lighting, be was ondy loo
ween. Unfortunabely, the lisson was not & sucdess,
twd b then went on 10 join D-lghts where be
worked [or soure lme belone going fresande

As a nesult, his portfolio rumbers marry bands
amanst his lngrting dl"ha'll ncluding Aswad
Aztec Camera, Gary Murman, Feargal Sharkey, 5ax
o, The Chnsclars, Andy Somimens, Boger Tayhor
and 5§ Star which was, sccording to e, thres
wietRs of pung hedll The bands that Pat works
regulaily for - Bag Country, Gary Muman and Aztec
Camra - are all plarning big things at the ma
et bt Pat i swom o secrecy. Forunately, he
veas ot w0 ooy shoad hits work for Big Country in
thir past and his views on the kghting business

“The Hig Cowmiry Jaunt’ is planmsd o last rirse-
and-ahall weeks and we will be pling toelets

kb




through 1o main ball rooms. Whenever ap-
propnabe 1 like to play acund with my own
districtive idess in ighting. One idea that | hinee
e considenng for the pass 18 monchs is rota-
tcenal symmetry. | aed b et o Ehe idia o
iy asymmisiric s that you can get the sirength of
i dhiaperal resigtng i rene 1Ty arel L]
Bovause aymmietny can look boo scrully and can
b bowing, you need the poser of the diagonal.
Also, i wou have huge chunks of eolou, vou don't
get scatbened asymmetry. s an idea that hae
e stchen froemy ealy bleck and white maovies
and the Gerrran theatre. Englah thoatre bas tradi:
tonally grown up on the 500 watt and 16 small
wil, and hods of thsm, whensas the Cemmans haee
tradiicnally always used the SV st

“Thae result b one: bag light sounce as opposed Lo
four or free scatbensd anound. In Our Case, inshngd
of hawing 24 Far lamps, we st have four doing
EhiE Samse ot wheriver Aponpaile

1 thought that Big Courtry would want me b
almost prmulate the work Peter Bames ded Tow
thasm, Bt thesy didn’t Their marages said tha
what Pete had dong Tor them had been wo disting:
thee that ke now wanbed somettang totally Tresh,
Forfurately ke had ween block colours used on
sorme of the rigs a2 festrals that Beg Country had
played and he really e the idea”

Far ardd his orew member Mike Hegget wene
vy ol B0 ol ACrods Thesr wiews O D
ireelancers in the kghting industry and | was only
o pleised Lo ofler them thae CETUrRY

“AL the momaent there is & price svar being wag-
ol et highting comparers and the people at
theis e of 1t are ol Ehe Oormpirees. Dol th o esw,
E maght be the samse fos sound comgpanies, | don't
e, Crmws aee eapected 1o gor out for less and
bey, bt bo do maane and moee. g are baooming
much mone complcated, o the responsibility i
L greater Brd et | Eraro e vl B8 BArTHNE
eaaitly the same as they were three years ago. |
frsrw one lghting comparry, whose name | wont
miengion, who wene conbrached bo do somse wiork
for a very large TV companry. which necessitabed
Ehis orésywy Betoaming urson. mermibsir, Thes wag i
ranged and the TV company paid the kghtin
coenparry the Tl ren rage, It was ﬂ:yn-.-r\-n:ﬁ-
Later that the ighting comparny paid the crisy only
Fa¥ this ard pocheted the rest Mow thats not
whisal - oeas wages ane Contmoally being
depressed and creamed off by lighting com-
panies. I Ty Gpecn 0% a shame that wreons
wont work in tha buneds, bechose as &
freelince thene & no protection, and corsequent-
by o e e rmoch of the o, OK, | chose o
be freelance, but it alio happerd. B0 permanent
PAYE crws, Cominees ar nod pll‘[ﬂ.lﬂ-d iy Ealp
3 die

1 really liked what Loutse Stickland did for the
Bl Monkin, becauss | b thal Lo and |

are acsthetically in accord. | bend not to go o see
shws winless i0s a bgheing designer that | know
peranally. I M not iouring | dont hang around
shurws. The Last show that really blew me away
was the Depeche Mode show that Jars Speers
desmpned. Wi a shame that she has wi, Brecanise
abwe resally forrws beowe o dio @ tasty | creswd
e Jaree af thres Depeche Mode shows in 1987
and she was great. Women have to be very strong,
bow sirwiv b nhis Besbneesss andd that s a eeal shame
M i, S0 odo the guys

It weas at chis poing that Me Hegget concluded
thee interdew with soms poignant comments

“Louise’s article was the best thing that | have
el fEad i [lﬁ;llr.l"lg and Soing iberaliongl. She
slid a lot of things that people have abways
warted bo say, Unfortunately, a ot of people ane
afeuid o sy what they thek, as they feed @
wulnerable, ewpecally @ theyie freclance. You
can't afford 1o make &y enemees i chis busas. ™

Lighting equipmeeat, By Country UK Futope four
14 & B saclicnd Thafis pei-fgsad 1nsd
1% Celoo Cold 90 way desk

2 % 72wy Mowale dinmimees

1 x Movalée sirobe controlbers

Layouit Breakdoesm

[Frowmsd Tiuss)

12 pre-rigged truss

6 & Par 64 lamps

i % Gl Liskoa

[Back Truss)

4 presigped russ

50 x Par &4 lamps

16 % Far 64 ALL Lemipa

§ % b2 Lekcs with bhreak-up gobos
5 5 Par B4 Mowalite sirohes

1 & Rosco & x 2 prosectson scieen
{Flon

5 mCiaong pees e Truss on e

5% x Far &d lampa

3 n Peovwaling Par 64 sonobes

& 4 el 1K Thomas groursdnows

Series 200B's On Tour

Thie sERM of Ehe Suimemed LDUY SELsod Pk S in
oot demand lor Sourdomfts seer popular
e, (he Seres 2008, Two comoles have just
Frvim b ey 1 Simple Minds a 24
charinel :mﬂ“ ] wfﬂﬂ!rﬂkﬂmrmrd mixer ard a
second 8 channed 2008 for on stage gustar mixing,
Both are being used on Simple Minds Europsan
Toaur, whisch starts this maonth i 1Ealy.

Acker Bilk his purchased a 16 charnel Seres
08 with mEp ECY for his band's Furopeanl K
Iour. The console plus MUBCone SyShim Wil Sup

1o By LWAL i Aprill to Les Soustes, Acker Bikc's
Poret OF el ETaEree

Equipment on Tour

[Coirtesy Samustion Conoen Produchons)

Felds of Mephdim:

A2 w Thoenas Par B4

&0y Thomas Par 16

12 K !-n:-.l'-n'l..! Lk

by L mbu hiobders

xSl 0

d x JW fresnels ofw barn dioors
T x 6 lamp Bars G461

4 x & larmnp bars 6410y Raylites
1 x T waay US rack

1% 60 wary Celon desk

1 x RS piodcton O ReniD iranddoemmis
3 5 Senokp Frofessod

1 x Hyline strohe

40° A bype trussing

2 x ¥ fon Verlndes

1% 4 wary Verlinde controller

Pet Shop Boys

10 1 Thewmas Par &4

22 x Par 64 Mag cans

18 x & famp bars

2 x shot-throw Fani spotiights

4 x Orbiter spot lights

4 long thnow Lyciares

Wantlies: 27 VLT 10 V13

1 & T2 way Awvo LG rack

| & 8wy Lodestar conlrodler

8 x 7 non Lo b

116" of Telesiage nes

24 x Colour Mags phus groundeoes
1 x KOS prosector Ow Cranafoemre
1 x cracked ol smoke machine

Bee Gesx

169 x Thomas Par G4

13w Thomas Par fd Sag cans

e 5 Tharmdd Par &4 llodre cand

12 51 30 Baimp METE Baltens

T ¥ hlinilies.

6 % it Ehiedw Pams

3 W Pam long thecmy bevods

6 1 10 Borkey spois

3w MY Xenon heads

13 x Colour Mags

12 & Molemags o'w sertecal Mobefry
§ x Wolemags o'w Xenon adapbon
Wan®Lges: 28 V1T, 9 VL

2 x T2 wary US racks

1 x Cisleo 950 way Senes 2

I x crachked il smoke machines
14 1 1 ton Lodestan

17 = ¥ ton Verkirdes

1w B0 bt controller

1 x Ao hoed Cornmandier

1 % Yerlinde controllen (B and 6 way)
I 5% 4 way Vedinde

| Sick Mim and had Beam nassing
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Wholesale Distribution for

_ITITSE
Cﬁg{}m'ﬂ SOUNDSHOP
J“'"‘ il coemar TP
TECHNICS FTTH of e Maitre
b Ty
and ather feading brand names
Specialist supplier of Mini Light Tube
I.*-SFALLA"'I{:IN DIVISION — SH'PHT' DAL LTO. |

DAL SOUMD AND LIGHTING
Unit 4G Wharfedals Raad, Evroway Indusirial Estale,
Bradierd BD4 65G.
Tolephone: (02T4) 651600 Fax: |02T4) 6571150
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Sound & Lighting

 Distributors

Trade representation for

OPTIKINETICS
POWERDRIVE
ANYTRONICS
LE MAITRE
TEXTLITE
ZERO BS
FULSAR
CLOUD
SHURE
SATEL
MODE
EDC
ICE

B89 Scotlorih Road, Lancasier.

Tel: 0524 62634

LIGHTING
HIRE

SALES

Theafre Sound & Ughting
(Servicas) Lig

U.K. DISTRIBUTORS

Clear-Com

Intercom Sysfems
&7 DRURY LAME,

LONDON WC2ZB 55P
Phone 01-834 7877/8

SPECIAL FIX

BTAGE CONTROLLTD.

STATIOM PARRDE,
WHITCHURCH LANE,
EDOWARE, MIDDE. HAB BRW

TEL: 01 952 8982
TELEX: 524856

cls
SALES

Profestienal lighting
suppliers for Entertalnment,
Leisure and the Arts

Jelf Tz, Sabes gt
ned; (0] 191343
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HGHT & SOUND

HOYLE HEAD MILLE,

SPOT ON
FOR QUALITY

Sound, Lighting and Special
Effects for leisure, promation,
artertainment and the arts.

@ Fawi qlapy inchaicil bidi-vn

# |a-deprh winching i thei b1 et

i Gpaasty musll ordar el AAPOAL BEVICR

& Fald wabe ped mitlatisn.

& QPN BMON-FRI 930530, SAT B304
Beachusn o SuaiL.

LUTON SOUND & LIGHTING
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Lten, LU 544, England.
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black light

* Sound and =
Hghting equipment hire

« Lo Maitre special
aflects stockist

+ [nstallation service
and one nighl stands
avallable

+ Special promations

» Compalitive rates and
efficient sorvica
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brochure and price lisis
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Lighdireg Contrels

Stage Manageman] Syalems
Patchimg Sysiems

Paging and Reliy Syiiems
Full Installation Serdcs

Euroligh Lidl
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Lignip Way,

Faltham TWiJ TaW

England

Talsghona: 01.751 6400
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Leslie Hire & Sale

For
Stege and TV Lighting
and Stage Equipment,
phone

018715132

FA ONIC
LIGHTING

Erlpdsinmeni and Display
Lightireg Manutaciuran
Fisll broehure snd
pirice lisd avallable
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Lighting
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Manutacture, Supply
and Installation
af Lighting and Sound
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HIRE: Oxford (0865) 711522
SALES: Oford (0865 5115232
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CHARLLES FISHER
STAGING LIMATED

EXHIBITION and CONFERENCE
DESIGN and CONSTRUCTION
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Tel: 0765 701604 Fax: 0765 701389

Lee Colortran intennational has opened & specialist
theatre equipment shop and hire department at Hottingham
Froam this single source youw can qet:

w* thizatre luminaires % dimmins and control
 filbers by the roll or sheet (cutting serice availabie)

* replacement lamgs  w complete theatre installaticns
* profesdional consultancy and technical advice
Cordumables slso mallable from car other shops in

mManchester (0204 733730 and London (U] P02 BE3S

Everything fior your shaw, From Yilkage Hall to
West Ervcl. Withooast driarmsa.

i E£Colortran
International

Unit 43, Modtirgham South and Wilond InClustnal Esate,
Rudad '!E.'.&"-l.-'.'l"f Motteranam MNE11 JER

Tel: 0609 455520




| S00W FLODDS

« 1DD0OW FLOODS
VARIABLE BEAM
PROFILE SPOTS
FRESNEL SPOTS

PEBELE CONVEX
SPOTS

« DIMMING AND
CONTROL
COLOUR CHANGE

EFFECTS
RIGEING EQUIPMENT

Export Sales - Trade S b
Mon-Fri.9.30 am - $.30 pm.

CCT Ztheatre lighting limited

WAMDEDE HILET N WILLOW LAKE WETCHAM BLMBLY AD dNE

TiL Bn il 1A TOUEE: SEid
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Professional sound
hire nationwide

]
High guality

communications
sysiems

Sales and
service facilities

£,

Telephone 061-969 8311

1 & 2 Artenburys Fark,
Fark Road. Aloinchem,
Charshiee, WAL SQE.

ELIEL

Manuiastunens &
Darma Lighling Conbrol Systems

LIGHTING

The specialist for
LAMPS used in the
THEATRE and
EMNTERTAIMNMENT
industries.
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MUSHROOM
LIGHTING

The professional
peaple

ILLE. Distributar for
Philips/Westinghouse,
LL5.A
Excellent Trade terms
available,

Maro Lighting, Lidl
Teoydade Lame, Pudiey,
Leeds, Wesl Yorkshire,

Tebephone: {0532) 567113
Tedex: 556459 MO0 )

MICO

TRAFALGAR
LIGHTING LTD.

01-360 0936
LIGHTING
SALES-HIRE
SECONDHANDKIT
BOUGHT & S0LD
01-360 0936
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SPECIAL EFFECTS LIGHTING

SOUND EQUIPMENT
S5ALES « HIRE

INSTALLATIOM

3 LIMITED

E; 0545 1787
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F % (1549 &0

TELEX: 945114 FARRAH G

ruhe best 15 good

W/.B. Group
‘cover the complete

_lighting spectrum _

from film to TV..

theatre to disco
sp;:cial | & motorised
effects

enough

W.B. Group
4 Tenter Rd.. Moulton Park bnd, Bz,
Morthampton MNE 1FZ

Tel: (0604) 499331
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Sowred ared Lighting
THE BIG ONE IN
SCOTLAND
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affacts by SATEL abe.

+ Spacialising In the kin of leige motorsed specis] lighting

# Follow Spots by Spetlight - Parcans by Thomas  RIITEL
& Wimll Grded avallable on most popular prodecis.
# Liigs Trilibs rig Toe hira.

+ Hirg Catalesgus avallabde
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Fantasia S.P.F Lighting
1Za-12h Woat Sires,

Steaply Cliydds, Botainghamahira.
Tal: B28-ETI-B255

Tal: 0ER-ETY E3IT

| Tal: 0BBO-ITHATY (24 hw smargency)

Nierthern Liglht

Lighting & Sound Equipment Hire & Supply

Technical Equipmant for the Lelsure & Entertainment Indusiny
Sale » Installation = Hire

Stockisis for Sirand, Mall Stage, Acscolah, DHA,
Tz, A'IIan & Heath, Boess, Tannoy, Toa, AKG,
L Maitre, Slick Systers Trossing,

Bunyleclhanrs of Socke Boed, Warking Lighl &nd Speciakssd conlrol syslems

Edinburgh 031-553 2383 Glasgow 041-440 1771
{Fax 031553 3296 [Fax 041-445 4406)




Specialist Technical Equipment and Services
for the Entertfainment and Allied Industries
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Unit 18
Tawer Warks
Riley Road, London SE1 304
Tal: 01-232 X282
Fax; 01227 49186
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Hall Stage Products

LifTulgpd
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=1 and Scenery Hardware
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LIGHTING HIRE & SALES

Philip L. Edwards
(Theatre Lighting)
5 Highwood Close,

Glossop
Dierbyshire SK13 9PH.
Telephone: (4574 62811,

SPECIALISTS IN
HI-TECH PROMOTIONS

b Coapriigends, Ghrch i,
Méwhiven, Laad Saapes TN FLL

Telsphora [0GTH 512048
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Instant Layfiat

The flooring that will
go down and not
let you down!!
Phone us tor samples
of our exclusive
product,
Enquiries welcoms from
European’USA distribulors,

Wa nro locking to sxpand
our agency nelwork.

CRANG-LOUTH ASSOCIATES
15 Lansgdown Place, Froms
Somarsol, England BA11 IHP

Tak {0375 1600

get on the
right
tack!

Pririsd Tapas & Labels
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To
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Space
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THE TOTAL

PACKAGE

#* Design, supply and
inatallalam al lighling,
SOUN, COMMUNSCATION, 51 AGHE
Bopuipmen  rigaing, AW,
tonbarénce and peoppchion
Sy RS

® Fod |haalras, studics, halls,
gluls argl commarcial
e et LAt on

® Full in-houte Sectrical
contracting sarvice

* UK and Waorldwida.

GLANTRE
ENGINEERING LTD.

2Cremyll Road, Roading, Barks.

0734-509711

WHITE LIGHT

57 Filmer Road - London SWE
Tel: 01-731 329
Telex: 295811

FaX: 04-379 G806

THEATRE LIGHTING
HIRE AND SALES

Our prices are compatitive
please ring for price list or quote

NORTHERN BRANCH

SAW HILL FARM - TRIANGLE - MR. HALIFAX
WEST YORKSHIRE
TEL: HALIFAX [0422) 822016
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VIEWPOINT

Tony Gottelier

1992 and all that

After 1992 EEC compelition laws make it
illegal for manulaclurens to appoint exchusive
distributors or agents within Europe. Tony
Gotleber discusses this in the light of last
menih’s firsd article in L+51, which he
describes as the first round in a batile which
could reshape the entertainment lighting
industry in Europe,

The subject of the main news item in last
month's L+5, entitled ‘Dastribution
Breakdowr, could be consdened to be &
pre-emptive sirike in what may become a
fulkscale battle for supremacy among
Eghting ranufacturers, in response to the
Furopean 1992 norrexchusivity rule. And in
my view, it should at least be treated as an
early warning. Otherwise there prosmises [0
b & great deal of blood on the pavement by
19492, especially o others rush ther fences,
lesnmingdike, in the wake of the alians. The
fall-out could easily be as great a6 197980 if
we dont take care,

5a, on balance, perhaps Clay Paky fwhom |
assume ang the company concemed) have
done us all a favour by opening the debate,
and enabling the appropriate evasive action,
well ahead of time, Those who ignore this
warnng, of stand on the sidelines saying:
“This has nathing to do with me,” may E;t
run divwrs by the bandwaggon round
et coamer,

1592 has been billed a3 a meor oppouni-
ty for big business, and that is precisely what
it bookes, as if it wall be, For BIC business, will
do na favours whatspever for small come
panies, in small industries such as ours,
where capitalisation is inevitably low.

Moo, | will ademit that this is the doomsday
scenano, and others, more sanguine than |,
and successiul survivors of the last debacle,
akheyve it will RO away. Indead, one hiEhI"r'
respected manufactuner, when | asked for his
vienws last wenk, surmnmed up his attitude in
gne line 19020 Like 1984, it will nevor

=1 hape he's rght, and we should
take this on board, But unless we examing
the wirst case possibdlity, we will only have

ourselves to blame when it all goes w

Asiche from which, if we stand off while
others take it serously, as they seem 1o be
in  Contirental Euroﬁc. Wi may  enpose
ourselves 1o an even higher risk, By the time
open heart surgery i required it will be oo
lake

iﬁﬂ to Advertisers
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Some of you, aware of the Italans” history
of grey or parallel exporting, will b saying
=% what's newi™ And it & true that the ex-
pression ‘there are many roads to Rome' has
raken on a new meaning in recent years, The
difference in this case is that it is out in the
open, it is official company policy, and
others wall almost certainly foflow Sust

S0 let's exarmme the Clay Paky strategy, as
one option open o athers,

They will argue, of course, that their sales
o each of these countries are restricted by
pani;anﬂ:rrangemm. ‘.;_Ihile this mﬂl';f
true in the | geagraphics, | bebeve this
condd B r;ﬁ‘?;d by smaller termitorial ap-
pointments. n my experience they cannot
do it all successfully. What they may gain n
sales, they will lose agsin in extra overheads
ard damage to their reputation if things go
W , Thay will also lose the aof
gy feedhack from those in the shanp
end of marketing in those territodnies,

Fusthesrmore, they will disoower that con-
trofled credit plays a part in these strategies,
samething of which is an anathema to them
at present. A4 the competition hots up, they
will lose control - a few bad debts, and what
hawe they gained from those extra salest

Frankly | doubd, in the run, that this is
vither a feasible or afordable policy at all.
Just imagine the oost of setting up yous own
affices all over the world in one sweep, 1o
say nothing of staffing and contralling them.
However, it may break the existing mould
and cause severe pain meanwhile, So how
should others reipond, more particularly,
how should existing  distnbutors  protect
themsehes?

In rrry view the solution is there to ensune
thie swrvival of all but the incomgetent. First-
by, if the manufacturer is forced to sell direct,
he cannot afford to do so and wash his
hards once the goods have gone oul, nor
can b dio it covertly and expect to l:a.wn-
with it, 5o any amangement to
transparent, both to the buyer and the
erstwhile disiributor, thus probecting them
froem underhand discounting. It must be a
matter of clearly understood policy between
the ies. The distnbistor, on the other
hand, will need to be able to offer added
value 1o the customer, and not sirghy be a
detribution point for the goods in question,

Fortunately these two motives coincide as

we are dealing these days, with highly come
plex product which requires considerable
suppeat, The supplier can't suppost it ade-
quately bevause of the distances and codts
invohlved, With this kind of product, the
cudtomer demands on site serdce and |
beeliewe be is entitled to it

Howewver, if their dealers ame in on the
marketing strategy, if's a different matter. In
vy opinion there is & formaula here.

Those manufacturers who are going o Sell
direct should bring their dealers in on the
sct They should make it clear exactly what
thedr pracing srategy is, and rantee thae
apent a percentage of sach and every sale in
the territory, in retwmn for support and ser-
vice, This would serve to maintain prices and
it follews that oaly technically competent
dealers would remain, o those who have
acquired the necessary know-how i the
rrseantime,

Outssde Europe the arrangements might
hawve tor be different; you can't expect people
it Hong Kong, or the LIS to be sympathetic or
to undgwnd & charge i our trading laws,

This then is the added value that
distributons miust ofier, and there are plenty
around in Europe capable of doing so. Bt
they could also consider pcm-eiiﬁ clesign
and installation services, both of which can
be bought in, i mot fully sustainable in-
house, In the LK many of the major installees
alre have greater baying power than
lorcal dealers. S0 suppliers have already been
forced to adust their policies 1o reflect this.

I the future, therefore, manufacturers
could kook at their dealers in a different light,
more from an angle of local support, than
necessarily their bty to sell product.

In the meantime we should ook to PLASA
b adwvise s members chaptier and verse,
what the rules state; and to take expert ad-
vice on the implications on their behalf; and
to lobby and confer with other simélar
organisations such as APLAD.

is i precsely the kind of siuation the
members set up PLASA to deal with, on a
o wiice Bagis, and | beliewe we ane entithed
to expect that they will do 50 now.

Well known 1o our regular readers, Eghting

r and coniultant Tony Gotbelier has
been hard al work in May haying con-
tributed two major feature articles to this
jsue of L+%, As you will have noted, his
picture has appeared on more than one
oocashon and, rather than print it again, we
suggest you turn to page 49 i you really
need a second look.
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Sfor Sound Reinforcement!

W The SR plus Series fram
Allan & Heath - a range of five
Mixing Consoles designed for
five sound presentation for
Thealres, Churches, Leisure
Cenires, Concert Halls and
Produe! Launches. For touring
and fixed installalions SR plus
offers qualily construclion by
@ famous maker al a budgel
price.
The Allen & Heath Live Sound
range also offers Sceplre Rack
Moun! mixers, SAC modular
consoles and our lop of the
ling system - Saber PA.




SHAPE UP AND

PIXELITE -
THE VERSATILE VIDEOWALL

The Pixelite Videowall is one of the most sophisticated and
versafile videowall systems available loday. State-af-the-art
software drives the video imagery through the very latest
framestore technology, powering virtually any configuration
of monitors up to a maximum of 400.

Relighility and -:re-ul'rvig,r are guaranteed as the Pixelite system is
totally designed and manufactured by Laserpoint
in Cambridge.

For a stunning demonstrafion of the latest developments contact
Loserpoint on 0223 212331.
.
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. == [Easy-to-uss sofftwors
rates the Pixelite
deawall System
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