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-MICHEL JARRE IN PARIS, JULY I4TH 1998, PHOTO: DIANA SCRIMGEOUR

® France nurses its hangover with Jean-Michel Jarre in Paris

® Treading Water at Expo 98, Lisbon l-:j ESP!
@ Pile ‘em high: the Summer Festival Season

® The Fountain of Wealth at Suntec City, Singapore

@ Eclipse at the Globe brings sophistication to Blackpool

® Time for a change: is this the end of the superclub?

® Pro audio giants Arbiter Group in Profile SEPTEMBER I 998
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The ART 300 i has been created
as a direc;,&erivative
\.from the popular ART 300 passive
speaker system, offering a more

the complete front grille
ON, assembly.

UNLIMITED SOUND

Compactness and portability

The ART 300 i is designed for
multipurpose use, thanks to its ability to
reproduce distortion-free high-peak
power levels with exceptional sound
definition. This, together with extreme
compactness combined with
cosmetically pleasing aesthetics, will
allow contracting situations within the
expanding ‘Multimedia’ market.

The overall performance of the

ART 300 i can be further enhanced

by using the RCF EVENT-XEQ active
equaliser/crossover. The XEQ is a half-
rack unit which broadens the spectrum
of applications by adding a 12dB boost
at 60Hz. This will provide extra low-end
punch for music applications. Further-
more the XEQ can be configured as an
electronic crossover for bi-amplifucation
with RCF Subwoofers such as the ESW
1015 and ESW 1018.

The ART 300 i is constructed within a
structured ‘loaded’ polypropylene
enclostire. With all of the internal
components optimally tuned, RCF offer
a light-weight. rugged and road-worthy
speaker system.

RCF Electronics (UK) Ltd.

Key Features

® 12-inch low-frequency
woofer

® 1-inch new generation
compression driver
coupled with 90x75
polynomial horn
design

Wide frequency
response, combined
with high efficiency

Twin NLAMP speakon
connectors

Hand grasp

Internal insert for
optional speaker stand

Internal M10 threaded
inserts for optional
mounting hardware

Ergonomic full front
loudspeaker grille

Road-tough
construction and
lightweight portability

® A complete range of
accessories for stand-
mounting/wall
installation etc...
is available

2 Blenheim Court, Hurricane Way, Wickford Business Park, Wickford SS11 8YT

Tel: 01268 570808 Fax: 01268 570809




Introducing the
new MAC 250

Hard to keep your hands off!

You tnay Dave tricd bul in the erd

Aot just cottledn sty aiady:

Hs altraction was simply loo conpelling
- IS power loo strong 1o resist.

We all know the iriesistible feeling.

And so it is with the new MAC 250, the
compict version of the award-winning

MAC 500 and the kiest moving head profite
from the world teader in intetligent lighting.
FHow can anvone resist the features, the efiects.,
the power the value. or the emptation to own
a4 MAC 2507

Look for all the irresistible temptations
at the Martin booth at Plasa 798,

Martin News at Plasa ‘98:
® RoboSceanr Pro YIS

® SynchiroZap

® Cusc+ Wing

@ [ xicirior 600

® [iuhtjockey DTN

® Vertin Lishting Director 2.0

@ /e Martin Collection

dind nore.

\ 4
Martin

-

Call: USA: Florida {+1) 954 927 3005, California (+1) 818 252 0399, Southwest (+1) 512 280 0384, Midwest (+1) 847 289 9810

Latin America: (1) 954 927 3005 « United Kingdom: (+44) 16222 755442 e France: (+33) 1 69 12 10 Q0 e [taly: (+39) 432 671 730
Singapore: (+05) 842 3081 © Denmark: (=15} 87 42 88 85 e Internet: wwwww.martin.clic
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This high speed moving yoke represents THE BEST AND
MOST RELIABLE UNIT CURRENTLY ON THE MARKET.
Applications are endless for either discos, five

bands, exhibitions, presentations,

e car launches efc.
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BATMIMK lTD GMSTOHBURY WAREHOUSE SILVER STREET, GLASTONBURY, SOMERSET, BA6 8BT

Tel: +44 (0) 1458 833186. Fax: +44 (0) 1458 835320
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o high gkt outpw? Is required the OMEGA I
offers EXEPTIONAL VALUE FOR MONEY...

X-Light 300watt
system including
flightcase & stand
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' 300 mps

4 x Gel

4x Colo"s’

1 x Power Pack
(4 channels at 650watt per channel).

All necessary connecting leads.
1 x High quality foam lined Flightcase.

Gohospot “ql

MOTORSPOT GOBOS

MOTORSPOT COLOURS

.. and more, much more! '
See us at PLASA 98 .. :
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World Class Products @ =5 World Class Service

™

With over £3 million stock available for immediate dispatch, A.C. Lighting has the most
comprebensive range of professional lighting equipment available under one roof
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Please note: In certain countries some products listed may not be available from A.C. Lighting

A.C. Lighting sells to dealers, distributors and trade professionals in over 70 countries

A.C. Lighting Ltd, Unit 3, Spearmast Industrial Park, Lane End Road, Sands, High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 4JG. England
Tel +44 (0)1494 446000 Fax +44 (0)1494 461024

E-mail: sales@aclighting.co.uk internet: http:\\www.aclighting.co.uk
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the start of an exclusive range jhting filters created by the
imagination of leading'Eighting Designers.
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Lee Filters, Central Way, Walworth Industrial Estate, Andover, Hampshire SP10 5AN, England.
Tel: (01264) 366245 Fax: (01264) 355058 Web: leefilters.com
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8 Newsin L+SI

Acres and acres of news from across
the industry, plus PLASA Show previews

99 Treading Water
Tony Cottelier and Lee Baldock
went to Lisbon to see what
technological treats surfaced among
the themed oceans of Expo 98

109 No Comment

Tony Gottelier back on the theme of
mergers and acquisitions

110 Audio Integration
The takeover of Harman Audio UK by
the Arbiter Group last year, meant the
passing of UK distribution of several of
the biggest names in pro audio into
new hands. Paul Ireson reports

114 Second Take
John Watt considers the
digital revolution

117 A Festive Season?

The early cancellation of Phoenix
sent a slight shiver through the live
music biz - Steve Males questions
whether there is a superabundance
of events

12

Fountain of Wealth

Oracle Laser Production have produced
a stunning multimedia display at
Sinagapore’s symbolically-constructed
Suntec City. L+SI takes a look . . .

OUND

International —

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 9

125 Eclipse at the Globe

Steve Moles looks at the stage show
that has successfully brought a little
bit of sophistication to Blackpool’s
Pleasure Beach complex

131 Time for a Change?
Are the days of the megaclub
numbered? With a high-profile launch
going sour and stories of others in
trouble, Ross Brown asks whether it’s
time to think differently

135 On Tour

Steve Moles finds Paul Weller at an
outdoor special in Victoria Park

138 Asleep in the Stalls

lan Herbert finds himself without a seat
139 Recruitment
140 Trade Directories

146 In Profile

Steve Moles talks to the founder of
Artec Consultants, Russell Johnson
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Earls Court Prepares for PLASA Show

it's that time of year again, and
thousands of visitors will shortly be
converging on Earls Court in
London for the 21st anniversary
PLASA Light & Sound Show,
which promises to build further
upon the success of recent years
with a number of enhancements.
These include an even stronger
presence from the AV industry on
the Top Deck, with AV
technologies for all applications
being demonstrated in themed
areas; a number of new exhibitors
strengthening the presence of the pro audio
sector, a special Pavilion hosting members of the
NSCA (National Systems Contractors Association)
from the USA and a special VIP trade mission from
China.

Highlights of the four days of the show will
again include the PLASA Mixing Competition,
sponsored by Gemini and D) Magazine, which
takes place upstairs in the D} Lounge on the
Sunday and the World Light Jockey Championship
Final, which takes place on the Tuesday night at
the Hippodrome, Leicester Square, as well as
many other events during and after show hours.

And don't forget that the show will again
include a wide-ranging seminar programme
hosted by leading industry experts, The
programme begins on Monday 7th with three
sessions - LAN Technologies and Live Sound (with
David Karlin of BSS Audio), Voice Evacuation
(with Tony Barham of Baldwin Boxall and Peter
Barnett of AMS Acoustics) and The Pop Code

Review (with Keith Ferguson of
the PSA, Roger Barrett of Star
Hire and Tim Norman of Edwin
Shirley Staging).

On Tuesday 8th, the NSCA
begin with their session on Sound
System Gain Structure and
Equalisation (with John Murray of
TOA), which is followed by
Outdoor Displays - Giant Screens
for Sale or Rent (with Dave
Crump of Screenco and Peter
Lloyd of AV Magazine), Displays
for Pubs and Clubs - Making the
Systems work for Owners and Customers (with
Peter Lloyd) and finally Taking Theatrical Lighting
and Effects into the Architectural World (with LD
Rick Fisher, Jonathan Howard of DHA and Steve
Terry of Production Arts).

The final day of the show, Wednesday 9th, sees
sessions on Public Address for the Non-Technical
(with David Hopkins OBE of Audio Design
Services), followed by Remote Source Lighting,
the Future or Simply a Pipe Dream? (with Brent
York of TIR Systems, Emma Dawson-Tarr of
Absolute Action and Barrie Wilde of the Building
Design Partnership). The afternoon will be
dedicated to theatre. L+ Sl associate editor Tony
Gottelier will chair a session which will consider
the development and re-development of
Theatrical Buildings for the new Millennium. A
discussion from industry experts about new
projects in theatre and the impact of the Lottery
will feature. Each session costs £12.00, or £6.00
for students with a valid NUS Card.

Lighting+Sound International is ABC Accredited - No ABC, No Guarantee

Bigger and Better

This issue of L+Sl is the largest ever produced (the
bags under our eyes prove it) and carries an
eclectic mix of features, reviews and commentary.
We have trawled the world for news of what's
happening and across our 144 pages offer some
of the best stories of the moment that you will not
find covered better in any other industry
publication . . .

There's detailed coverage of
the Lisbon Expo (page 99-106)
where a host of technology is
hard at work behind the
scenes; Sadlers Wells (page
14) is just
two months

from its re-
opening and will no doubt
prove to be a technical

benchmark for other leading
performance venues in the UK.
Our news piece is a preview to
a major feature later in the
year; Heaven nightclub (page
78), London’s most celebrated
gay club, relaunched last
month and whilst we're saving
the powder on this one for a
future issue, there's a taster of
what’s to come; Manchester
was devastated by the bomb
that decimated its city centre
over two years ago, and for
venues like the Royal Exchange
Theatre (page 25) it's been a
long way back. L+SI will return
north for the official opening
later in the year, but in the
meantime, we report on progress to date.

Plus, stacks more news throughout the mag . . .

24 lamp attributes.

A Lamp personality library
expanded to 192 fixtures.

A PC Editor "Mic-Edit" allows
custom programming and
modification of all lamp
personalities, presets
and setup features.

Micro-Scope 3
w Artistic Ucence

New Features available on Micro-Scope 3:

~—Moving Lamp test now controls up to

4 The Ultimate DMX512 Test Tool

ARTISTIC UCERCE

=Nicro-Scope S i

Tel/Fax: +44 (0)181 863 4515 Email: artistic@ compuserve.com Internet: http://www.ArtisticLicence.com
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Innovative dimming solutions worldwide — Sensor Dimming Systems from ETC.

Now Sensor is available with a custom-designed RCD built right into each dimmer channel.
People-protection on any dimmer, at a price you can afford. If you have an earth fault, you
lose one dimmer, not twelve. You know which circuit tripped, and why, right on your console
monitor. That’s ETC innovation.

gg giérll)r:ers. Sensor is the only high-performance European dimming system with fully magnetic circuit

Two control modules, breakers. They don’t derate when they get warm. A 25 amp dimmer is always a 25 amp
One Sensor rack. dimmer. And Sensor offers you up to 96 fully loaded 15 or 25 amp dimmers in a single rack.

ETC is dedicated to innovation. Call your dealer to see what Sensor Dimming can do for you.

Visit our website at www.etcconnect.com
NORTH AMERICA TEL: (+1) 608 831 4116 FAX: (+1) 608 836 1736 EUROPE TEL: (+44) 181 896 1000 FaX: (+44) 181 896 2000 AsIa TEL: (+852) 2799 1220 FAX: (+852) 2799 9325
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BE AT THE BIRTH OF LIGHT AND SOUND.

In 1997, over 472 products first saw the light of day at PLASA. To to be witnessed by
some 13,075 people from more than 50 countries across the world.
323 exhibitors demonstrating literally thousands of leading edge products underlines

PLASA's importance as the international light and sound event.

Surely no other event is as revealing? I-IVE A'I' En“ls [:uu H'I'

You just have to be there to experience it first.
For tickets or further information call +44 (0) 171 370 8229. B"g SEPTEMBEH ]998
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Avolites are launching three
new products at PLASA. The
Sapphire 2000 console is a
completely new desk based on
the popular Pearl and Azure
techn@logy. Features
2,048 channels,
memories an

include
displays on
100 /preset
faders. Also new is the Avolites
Focus Finder, a small'unit that

'\ can be placed on-stage which

f:xtures scan for to/locate. The
volltes Visualiser simulation
programme i1s 3o new. A
turnblned

ware ﬂackage

ftN re and hard-
t allows users
mme the rig
avifig direct access to _

1 F"IEI'I _r_lggr venue.
H a?;/ Z

& Capital

pI y.at PLASA.
¢ “ GHR range
have had thelr retall \‘hc_f;s
stashed, with the new D} Pitch
Pro and PMé6:2 lining up
alongside the GMR Minipitch.
tamba will also be showing a
new range of imported mixers
and the new V rangg’ from
Cerwin Vega! along with
Stanton's range of cartridges.
There will be new KAM DJ
products including the Red
Dwarf D] package and the
HMDV-3500K karaoke machine.
On the lighting side Lamba will
show the HSL Win Commander
Il and Win Commander LITE,
the scaled-down version.
Lamba - F54

Hersey Platform
at the National

David Hersey took the stage of the
Olivier at the Royal National Theatre
in August to talk about his life’s work
as a lighting designer. In conversation
with the National’s technical
manager for lighting, Mark Jonathan,
Hersey talked with humour about his
large volume of work, ranging from
operas, plays and musicals to theme
parks and Las Vegas’ extravaganzas,
concluding with his work for the
National’s production of Oklahama! -
the set for which formed the
backdrop to the conversation.
Following the Platform, the
Association of Lighting Designers
(ALD) hosted a reception for Hersey
(sponsored by Cameron Mackintosh, DHA Lighting and
White Light) in which both Trevor Nunn and Cameron
Mackintosh paid tribute to Hersey’s work. He was then
presented with a fellowship of the ALD by veteran
lighting designer and ALD chairman Michael Northen.

Pictured above are set designer John Napier, Cameron Mackintosh,
Trevor Nunn, Michael Northen with David Hersey (second from right).

The Platform came on the eve of Hersey's departure to
participate in the Millennium Odyssey - a 16-month
round-the-world expedition involving some 50 boats,
the completion of which will coincide with the turn of
the millennium.

Commons Plot Against Fireworks

A seemingly straightforward Fireworks Bill, with strong support from industry safety groups and perceived cross-party
support, has failed in the Commons. The Bill covered the import of unsafe fireworks and provided a framework for
the control and handling of fireworks for the general public. The fireworks industry has been universally surprised
and disappointed by the development, which has fuelled concerns over the safety of the general public during the
forthcoming Millennium celebrations, as well as concerns for the long-term effect on the industry itself. The
legislation, if successful, would also have given support to a range of BTEC courses in the safe handling of fireworks
created by Loughborough College in association with leading industry players.

Keith Flunder, chairman of the Fireworks Steering Committee, project manager at Loughborough College and MD
of Laser Hire, said: I realise that Parliament and fireworks have got a bad history, but it is preposterous that this Bill
has not been passed . . . people’s lives are at risk. If the government don't act now to make the industry safe, there
are bound to be accidents, followed by a public and political outcry, and the fireworks industry will be hounded out
of business.”

Sam Samkins, display manager at Le Maitre, added: “To say that | am extremely disappointed is an understatement

. this legislation and the training course established at Loughborough would have given us parity with other EEC
countries. In the UK we have had no nationally recognised qualifications prior to these new BTEC courses at
Loughborough College, and this Bill would have reinforced their validity. It would have meant that the current
situation, which effectively bars UK firework display companies from trading in Europe, would be lifted.”

Aliscaff

Primary manufacturers/suppliers worldwide
of aluminium couplers (scaff clamps),
aluminium snap hooks and many other
aluminium fittings to fit either 2" (50.8mm)

or 1.29/32" (48.4mm) tubes
Ask for collage of full range -

Custom design work undertaken

ALISCAFF LTD
Unit 2 Hotspur ind Estate, West Road,
Tottenham. London N17 OXJ
Tet: 0181-808 5005
Fax: 0181-801 9851

TN NN NN

Colour Filters
Lee & Rosco  Sheets & Rolls
All the colours All held in stock

Colour cutting service
Scroller making
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Now can vou see the

LIGHTING

TECHNOLOGY

Sales and Service to the
Entertainment Industry

2 Tudor Estate Abbey Road
Park Royal London NW10 7UY
. Tel: 0181 965 6800
Fax: 0181 965 0950
Emall: sales@lighting-tech.com
Internet site: hitp://www lighting-tech.com
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Easily understood controls for microphone routing are just
the beginning of the Matrix 4 story. This sophisticated
mic/line/zone mixer provides you with everything you need to
make life easy for hotel staff and others charged with the
business of making things happen, smoothly. It offers 4 mic
inputs plus paging, with full routing into 4 zones.Add 2 line
level music inputs with source select on each zone.Add
power (at low impedance or 100V) built-in or built-out, and a
host of configurable pre-sets, and you have the one-box,

complete solution to the needs of conference rooms,

hospitality suites and multifunctional venues, everywhere.

Add Cloud’s legendary reliability and sheer audio excellence. =

Add easy interfacing with all kinds of ancillary equipment and Cloud|Electronics Ltd

a full set of installer adjustments which make the Matrix 4 140 Staniforth Road. Sheffield
from Cloud the installer’s choice in more venues than you can S9 3HF, England.
shake a stick at. Add value, convenience and quality. Telephone: (01 14) 244 7051

Add Matrix 4. End of add. ? Fax: (0114) 242 5462
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New Home for AFM

Alpha Sings the Blues

!7 7 L i To celebrate their move to new premises in Islington, the Mean Fiddler’s Blue Note Club is
-: hosting a two-week music festival called The Bigger Blue. London-based hire and installation
company, Eskimo Noise, are providing a powerful Nexo Alpha sound system for the event.
The club occupies what used to be known as The Complex - a large four-storey building
including a basement with different events going on at each level. Eskimo Noise have a long-
standing relationship with the Blue Note, having rented complete PA systems to the company
for various events over the years. Eskimo have supplied an Alpha system comprising six M3
mid-high cabinets, 10 B1 bass bins and four S2 subs, plus four PS-15s for use as stage
monitors. The entire system is driven with Crown amplification using a combination of MA-
5000VZs and MA-3600VZs.
Eskimo Noise’s Neil Johannesen told L+S1: “The type of music going on is very varied with
a lot of dance-orientated material, so we needed a powerful system with plenty of bottom end

as well as something capable of drawing out the subtleties of the more vocal music.”

Film and television rental company AFM Lighting

has moved to brand new UK headquarters in West : .
London. Relocating from its Alliance Road site, NN ’ | T F e

AFM has reinvested substantial resources into the - / & ' N b W (52) u

creation of its new home which it has custom- R N T A ey :
designed and built. Open for business in August, Sl | . i 3 I‘ \ \ )
the building features a variety of improvements to 7 e [\‘) 77 / /P | e
the workplace along with many new features . e L . LT 5 TSIl
including a demonstration studio where clients _ [\\/l/\’ S ."|L J|(\ RN ;

can investigate, experiment and assess new and i SN NS D) 4
existing products. Additional workshops, a truck o S O .

park for the AFM Lighting generator/transport ;

fleet, a separate generator support building, 10

loading bays directly accessing the 65,000sq.ft of

floorspace and a 50-seater restaurant all feature at

the new HQ. AFM can now be contacted at

Waxlow Road, London NW10 7NU. Telephone:
0181-233 7000.

Stagetec/Compulite
Control For Belgrade

Stagetec (UK) Ltd was recently awarded the
contract to supply a complete new Compulite
lighting control system and dimmers to the
Belgrade Theatre in Coventry which is currently
being refurbished. The equipment, supplied by
CCT Lighting, comprises an Ovation 4D/ME 3000-
channel console and 4D full-tracking stand-alone
back-up system which drives 288-channels of
Compulite fully-modular digital dimming with
status reporting.

The contract required an extensive array of
equipment which also included elements from the
award-winning CCT freedom Range (Freedom
Luminaires, Freble 600 - both fresnel and pebble,
and the Freedom 800 lamp house with
interchangeable 20/40 degree and 15/32 degree
lens tube) and a DMX patch system and splitter.
Also featured are rack mounted 2.5kW and 5KW
dimmers, Martin PAL 1200 scanners, ColoRocket
Scrollers, Par cans (both standard and short-nose) 50
and a number of Starlette 1kW foursquare
Cyclorama floods. The system also includes a DMX

Merger to combine the outputs of the main and
back-up systems together and a radio rigger’s
control system.
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Sadlers Wells’
Prepares to Reopen

Sadler’s Wells is building a new theatre that will
be the most technologically advanced and
versatile performance space in the UK. A
landmark in theatre design, the new Sadler’s Wells
will harness state-of-the-art technology to open up
a world of creative experience for artists and
audiences alike.

Sadler’s Wells has been a well-loved feature of
London's theatrical life for over 300 years. The
modern Sadler’s Wells was founded in 1931,
when Lilian Baylis raised the funds needed to
carry out the fifth rebuilding of the theatre. Under
her leadership, Sadler’s Wells became the
birthplace of some of Britain’s most celebrated
companies: The Royal Ballet, the English National
Opera and Birmingham Royal Ballet.

For many years Sadler’'s Wells has come up
against a major obstacle in carrying out its vital
role, largely because of the cramped and
technically outdated design of the old, 1930s
theatre. Leading international companies such as
the Rambert Dance Company, the Frankfurt
Ballet, the Mark Morris Dance Company, and
Clyndebourne Touring Opera have found it
almost untenable to perform on such a small stage
with its inadequate backstage facilities.

In response to the fact that the modern
demands of performance were outstripping what
the theatre was capable of handling, the decision
was taken to completely rebuild the theatre, and
50 in June 1996, Sadler’s Wells closed its doors.
The project, which when complete will have cost
in the region of £48million, is being supported by
a grant of up to £30 million from the National
Lottery through the Arts Council of England.
When the new theatre opens in October this year
it will have the world-class facilities needed to
accommodate the very best of the large
international and British touring companies.

To achieve this, Sadler’'s Wells has brought
together a highly talented team with a wealth of
experience in theatre design and construction.
Leading this team is Sadlers Well's chief executive
tan Albery.

Together with architects Renton Howard Wood
Levine they are creating a building that will be a
prototype for the theatres of the 21st century. The
new technical facilities include an auditorium that
seats up to 1,570 people in comfort with a perfect
unobstructed view of the stage and excellent
acoustics; a sprung stage with a performance area

i
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of 15 metres square and an orchestra
pit for up to 80 musicians. The
renovation will also take advantage of
state-of-the-art lighting and sound
systems, in addition to what will
almost certainly be the most
sophisticated computer-controlled
power flying system in any British
theatre.

The old Sadler's Wells had a
proscenium arch of less than 10
metres - a new 15-metre wide stage
and heightened fly tower will bring it
into line with the world’s best dance
theatres. The theatre has an all-glass
frontage, inside which will be a huge
video screen which will not only
announce the theatre’s programme of
performances, but will also show
extracts from productions. One of the
more unique features of the new
Sadler’s Wells will be its series of glass
partitions in the foyer, which will slide
back before each performance to
give clear access to the theatre.

L+St will run a major feature on
Sadler’s Wells in a future issue.
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Pulsar will be introducing a
new look for the demon-
stration of Clay Paky's new
Stage Line products, having
built. an entirely new display
area, Also on stand will Be the
latest in Pulsar;s Maste;piece
control system,|
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West End Theatre a Billion Pound Industry

The West End theatre industry has been
revealed as an economic powerhouse,
bolstering the UK economy with thousands
of jobs, millions of pounds of tourist and
industry spending, creating significant tax
yields and a major balance of payments
surplus. The Wyndham Report, published
on July 15th 1998, is the first ever
investigation into the scale of this blue-chip
industry. Written by Tony Travers of the LSE,
with data compiled by MORI, the Report |

and support, it is in danger of losing its pre-
eminent position. The warning signs are
there - slowing growth, too few new
productions, too few young theatre-goers
and a regional theatre network which has
for some time been under-resourced.

How do we safeguard and encourage
this major British industry? SOLT believes
that it is ultimately in the power of National
and Local Government and policy-making

. a vibrant industry, without due recognition

shows for the first time the massive
economic importance of ‘Theatreland’ - the
other ‘Square Mile’ in London on which depends the
weli-being of hundreds of British companies.

The Report reveals that the total economic impact of
West End theatre in 1997 was £1,075 million, that
41,000 jobs depend on West End theatre and further
that West End theatre contributed a £225 million
surplus to the UK’s balance of payments in 1997. As a
net currency earner for the UK, West End theatre is
similar in size to the entire UK advertising, accountancy
and management consultancy industries - and
significantly bigger than the UK film and television
industry. London remains the theatre capital of the
world with more shows and bigger audiences than
anywhere else, including Broadway, and the worldwide
earnings of the biggest British shows dwarf those of
Hollywood blockbuster films.

The Wyndham Report was commissioned by the
Society of London Theatres (SOLT) to assess the
importance of West End Theatre to the London and UK
economies. SOLT believes that, although it is currently

SOLT Logo.

bodies to provide the stimulus to, and
remove the brakes from, the future growth
of West End theatre. Policy initiatives being looked at
by SOLT which could make a difference nationwide
include investment in British theatres and theatre
companies. The relentless series of cuts in grants in
recent years to both regional and national theatre,
opera and dance companies has gone way beyond any
possible intentions to cut out waste and drive out
inefficiency: the industry is suffering structural damage.
SOLT has also recommended that the Government
simplify investment in commercial productions by
clearing away the red tape that accompanies
investment in commercial theatrical productions, and
make the tax benefits of so doing simpler and clearer
for the individual. The Wyndham Report would seem
to highlight the disparity between the regions and the
West End for it follows hot on the heels of the National
Campaign for the Arts’ findings that 33 regional theatres
are £10million in debt, that ticket prices have doubled
in a decade and that theatres are producing fewer plays
than ever before.
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what more can you ask?

Well, how about this?
- UHF PLL synthesized system
- 64 frequencies in one 8 Mhz UHF TV channel

- Simultaneous operation of 15 frequencies in one 8 MHz TV channel
- “Channel Grip” ident tone locking system

- PC windows based control and monitoring software facility

- Multi-user memory facility (MUM)

- Choice of condenser and dynamic transducers

The U 600 UHF wireless systerﬁ is the solution for
all of your wireless problems!
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Great Britain France
Buirgess i
W. Sussax RH15 9T

071 31160459




NEWS IN LIGHTING+SOUND INTERNATIONAL

Arezzo Wave Love Festival

Italy’s most important rock festival, Arezzo Wave
Love Festival, celebrated its 12th anniversary in
the picturesque mediaeval setting of Arezzo -
60km from Florence in the Toscana region - over
five days at the beginning of August.

The event, which was sponsored by Tuborg,
was designed to promote ltaly’s up-and-coming
talent and the 15,000 people who attended daily
witnessed some outstanding appearances on the
Main Stage, Psyco Stage and in the Dhea
Discoteca from Paolo Serazzi, Noisefull Loop,
Goah, Cosmic Woop Domain, Funk Lab, Toubab,
GTO, Dodi i Monodi, Quinto Rigo and
Pseudofonia.

Julian Winter

Whatever their designated stage, all the acts
performed through a Martin Audio proprietary
concert stack. Renato Fumasoli’s rental company,
Fumasoli Service Aosta, provided a full Wavefront
8 Compact rig, comprising 32 W8S enclosures,
four of the new W8C subs, 20 W8Cs and 16
WS8Ts. For stage foldback, the bands were treated
to 18 biamped LE400 floor monitors, with
Martin’s classic floor monitor processed via the
dedicated MX4 controller. The smaller Psyco stage
was also blessed with a further four stacks of
Martin Wavefront 8s (four W8S and four W8C)
supplied by Franco Angerosa’s Zoho Music
Service of Turin.

Members of statf at Light & Sound Design have been shocked and

saddened by the death of a voung crew member, Julian Winter,

tollowing a briet fight against cancer. Revin Forbes of LSD told L+5t:

“Evervone within the Light & Sound Design group is shocked and

distiessed at the loss of Julian. He was knowi as ‘the senlle giant”

to all of us. His brilliance shone out both professionally and

personally. He will be missed immensely by myselt and by everyone

who knew im - he was a pal as well as a colleague. The industiy

has lost one of the best lighting technicians that ever lived.”
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Even before a performance gets too hot to handlyour
fire safety curtain might not be as safe as you think!
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We've a century of experience in the business and offer
you a PEACE OF MIND ASSESSMENTT of your existing
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To find out more call 0181 953 3611 now
and ask for DOUG HEATHER...before ifs too late!
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PREACHING TO THE
CONVERTED?....

The same discerning audio professionals who have always relied
on AKG’s C747 for its superb voice intelligibility are now
discovering our Discreet Acoustics Mk2 microphones; a
beautifully presented modular range that embodies the
same thinking and attention to detail that made the

C747 such a huge success.

The range consists of five capsules and six installation microphones (5

goosenecks and 1 hanging module) which can be used in any combination

for complete flexibility, allowing the ideal microphone to be put
together for any application.

A phantom powered LED ring lets you check at
a glance if all microphones are correctly
connsected and phantom power is on.
Alternatively, the LED ring can be connected to
an external supply in the usual way to
provide a subtle "MIC ON" indication.

Two versions of gooseneck
installation modules allow
connection via phantom
power adaptor or
unterminated

cable.
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ARBITER GROUP PLC
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Shanghai Sport

The Chinese Government has recently put the
finishing touches to a flagship sports complex
in the heart of Shanghai. The complex is part
of a larger sports ‘village’ which also includes a
10,000-seat indoor arena next door and an
Olympic-size swimming pool.

The sports complex, which incorporates an
80,000-seat stadium, also includes a 360-room
hotel and restaurant built into the stadium’s
wall, a sports club, broadcast centre and OB
facilities, training rooms and an exhibition hall,
plus VIP rooms. It is intended that the venue
host not only sporting events, but large-scale
concerts also and as such its sound
reinforcement system had to fulfil a number of
requirements.

The system, installed by Hong Kong consultants
Advanced Communications Equipment (ACE), is based
around JBL Professional’s HLA and Array Series
loudspeakers. The two-tier package features a main
system and a second PA/VA system: ACE’s team of

ACE’s Bingo Tso (right) and Ben Lui at the Shanghai stadium.

engineers, led by Bingo Tso, configured a touring sound
system with two tower clusters of JBL HLA 4895 full-
range long throw devices and )BL 4897 subwoofers,
flanking the stage area. Distant areas of the stadium are
covered with delayed JBL 4894 Array Series speakers.

Nexo Build Church Without Walls

Wigwam Acoustics have supplied a complete PA system to the charity Church Without Walls. CWW raised
£150,000 to spend on a 40ft articulated lorry, complete with its own custom-built trailer which converts

to a full roadshow with stage, lights and a Nexo PA system.
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Wigwam'’s Ronnie Fernihough specified a system comprising eight Nexo PS15 loudspeakers, driven by
five Crown MA-2400 power amplifiers. The PS15s can be set up in a multiple array for larger venues, or

used singly for smaller places, as well as being able to double as maonitors if required,
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Unusual’s Royal Appointment

Unusual Rigging's long-standing association with the Royal Tournament and
its producer, Major Michael Parker, continued this year with the company
undertaking responsibility for the heaviest rig in the tournament’s history.

The tournament preparation period lasted two weeks with a rigging crew
of 12. Initially, a 100m x 30m grid was installed, as well as a 60m x 22m end-
wall and proscenium. Over the long centre line of the arena, Europe’s longest
single run of lighting truss - at 100m - was hung from the grid. Above the
proscenium, Unusual hung the largest Sony Jumbotron screen ever used
indoors, weighing close to 16 tonnes. The infrastructure included a
comprehensive set of black wool serge masking and numerous mirror balls.

Making use of Unusual’s automation specialists, the riggers used more
equipment than ever for a show with 23 mechanised flying pieces varying
from 25 kilos to six tonnes. Amongst these were a Gazelle helicopter, two
biplanes, a Spitfire, a Jaguar fighter and a Harrier jump jet. The two-and-a-half
tonne Harrier had to be lifted from the ground as if it was taking off at real
speed, necessitating the installation of a large motorised counterweight system
in the roof over the arena - the total assembly weighing 7.5 tonnes.

The production produced some extreme statistics. Unusual put in around
200 hanging points, used nearly two kilometres of truss, 170 chain hoists and
50 encoded motors. This constituted only part of the 12 40ft trailer loads of
equipment that Unusual dispatched for the project - all of it from stock,
despite the scale of the rigging requirements.

Lighting for the Tournament was supplied by VLPS/Theatre Projects. This
included 24 VL2C spot luminaires for the main run of the show (although 47
were used for the first two shows, which were filmed by LWT). Conventional
equipment included 974 Par cans, 72 kW Silhouette Profiles, six Colour Arc
followspots, an assortment of smoke machines and effects, seven 72-way
Avolites dimming racks. The conventional were run from an ARR} Imagine,
with an Artisan Plus controlling the Vari*Lites. Lighting design was once again
by Robert Ornbo, with Stuart Porter operating the board.

John Del’Nero was in the sound designer’s chair, with Wigwam supplying
the audio equipment. In the two corners at one end of the arena were four
stacks of d&b 402 tops and subs, whilst in each corner at the other end were
four Meyer MSL3s, with six Meyer USW and 650 subs positioned beneath the
seating either side of the arena. The system was run through a combination of
a 40-channel Yamaha PM3500 desk and a mix of d&b, Amcron and Meyer
amplification, with an XTA DP200 providing the digital delay and equalisation.
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Soundcraft’s Monitoring in Oz

In a new all-arena Australian tour of the
musical Grease, an innovative combination
of Soundcraft consoles is being used to
manage an unusual stage monitoring set-up.
Crease is playing in-the-round in venues such
as the Melbourne Tennis Centre and
Australia’s leading sound designers Peter
Ratcliffe and Wyn Milsom, plus a team from
Jands Production Services, are facing
substantial acoustic challenges in some of the
venues.

Least obvious to the audience, but still a
rare event in theatre, is the use of in-ear
monitoring for key members of the cast.
Peter Ratcliffe explains: “We have an unusual
situation in that the FOH and monitor
control set-ups are adjacent to each other on
an eight metre wide platform in the arena.
The monitor engineer, Bob Daniels, is mixing
in-ear monitors for the performers and
headphones for the band; he was concerned
that, as we were using in-ears, he didn’t want
a performer walking on stage with their
microphone on and hearing someone who
just walked off in their in-ear mix. Therefore,
there is just one console, a Soundcraft Series
Five, to control all the monitor mixes.

“All the inputs are fed into the Series Five
and each channel direct output is sent out, post-
EQ and post-fade, to the channel inputs of a
Soundcraft SM24. By using the mute scenes on
the Series Five, you can then turn on and off the

channels which send to both the Series Five and
the SM24 and create the automation that’s
needed to instantly mute those actors who have
walked off stage for that particular scene.”

Northcott’s First

The Northcott Theatre in Exeter, a registered
Assessment Centre for NVQs in Stagecraft, has
now employed the first person in Great Britain to
pass all units of both the Theatre Lighting and
Stagecraft Flying Level 2 NVQs. Russell Payne, 21,
is now deputy chief electrician at the Northcott.

The theatre’s chief electrician, Maurice
Marshall (ABTT Theatre Technician of the Year
1997) commented: “I'm very pleased that the
Northcott stuck by its in-house training
programmes in the days before NVQs, when due
to lack of funds, so many other theatres had let
training fall by the wayside.”

Having already lit productions such as The Man
Who Would Be King and Talking Heads, and
designed the sound for the National tour of the
Canterville Ghost, Payne is now designing the
lighting for the theatre’s forthcoming production
of Dead Funny.

Idf Website

A new website has been launched intended
to appeal to all those who have an interest
in lighting. The lighting design forum,
authored by lighting designer Joe Lewis

and sponsored by White Light, is not
intended to be a heavily technical site, but
rather one where the emphasis is on
design, both practice and theory. Check
out the site at www.ldinet.
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Royal Exchange Ready to Relaunch
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Refurbishment work continues on Manchester’s Royal Exchange Theatre.

Following the devastation
caused by an IRA bomb
just over two years ago, the
Royal Exchange Theatre in
Manchester is in the final
stages of its £30m
refurbishment programme.
The bomb caused wide-
spread damage to the city
centre and ripped apart
the fabric of the theatre,
the force of its blast
causing the huge pillars
inside the Royal
Exchange’s Great Hall to
physically move.

The building effectively
became a shell. Three
floors had to be gutted and the theatre module itself became a steel carcass with no glass, roof, seats or
flooring to the galleries. A huge hole, two storeys high had to be created in the old workshop area to
facilitate the building of an additional Studio Theatre so that when general building work began, the first
job was to build the walls of the new layout.

Now, two years on, the latest and most energetic phase of development work is coming to a close. With
a totally revamped main stage and impressive second space - as well as an elegant new restaurant and
café bar facilities, the Royal Exchange is almost ready to relaunch.

Elegant new entertainment facilities will include a sumptuous foyer with an impressive sweeping
staircase leading to an exclusive oak-panelled bar and restaurant. Deep blue stained glass has been fitted
to the magnificent domes in the Great Hall to shower stunning shafts of blue light throughout the Hall.
The use of technological developments from NASA will provide revolutionary lighting techniques, adding
dramatic empbhasis to architectural features.

Central to the transformation of the Royal Exchange is The Studio - an interactive second
space with a seating capacity of 120. Totally flexible, this theatrical box of tricks has been designed to
match the boldness and inventiveness of the original Royal Exchange project.

Prior to the bomb, the company had launched its Second Stage Appeal, a major fundraising project, to
raise matching funding for its lottery bid. This project became vital to its survival to finance major bomb
refurbishment and as a result of sustained effort the company were awarded one of the biggest lottery
grant awards outside London - some £23million.

The Oxford Sound Company were called in to handle the audio requirements and have specified a
system configured around Meyer UPA-1Cs, UPM-2s, MSL-2As and USW-1s addressed through a Timax
level and delay matrix system. Audio playback will be from Akai samplers and Denon MD machines with
Yamaha and Lexicon reverbs via a Mackie 8-bus desk. Although the main elements of the lighting system
are yet to be determined, Stage Electrics have supplied Strand EC90 and LD90 dimmers, together with all
the socket boxes and connectors. The venue will reopen on November 30th with a production of Hindle
Wakes by Helena Kaut-Howsen and L+SI will return to Manchester to review the new theatre at this time.
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Bose Extreme

Bar Extreme in Ipswich, has recently undergone a
three-phase refurbishment of its entertainment
technology installation. The refurbishment
coincides with the addition of a new ground-floor
extension to the venue, extending the capacity of
the club to 340.

The new ‘Extreme’ system, which was specified
by Laurie Pierce of Bose UK, delivers high quality
sonic performance without distracting from the
aesthetics of the interior. The main system, which
delivers 122dB around the two-tier dance floor,
comprises four flown Bose Panaray 502A
enclosures, with two 502B Acoustimass bass units
sunk into the adjacent brick fireplace, while a Bose
Acoustic Wave Cannon is flown in the nearby main
bar area. This main system is powered by QSC
MX2000 amplifiers, and serviced by a Rane PE-17
five-band parametric equaliser.

The other areas of the club are also exclusively
Bose, with 802s in both the new ground floor
extension and the front bar, 301s within the upper
bar-lounge, and 1017s in the main entrance>All of
these systems are also powered by QSC
amplification,  utilising Rane control and
equalisation, and compressed via a BSS DPR-402
de-esser/compressor unit.

Meanwhile, Orritt Electronics, the Liverpool-
based installation company, have recently supplied
several Bose loudspeaker systems to the Blue Bar, a
new theme bar on the Albert Dock development
in Liverpool.
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People News

Tom Littrell, previously public
relations manager for Vari-Lite, has
moved to project director for Ignition!
Creative Group, the corporate event
company in the Vari-Lite International
family. Littrell has a wealth of
knowledge and talent that lends itself
to the needs of Ignition!, and this new
role will enable him to employ
theatrical and creative skills previously
under-used. In addition, Jim Waits
has taken on the role of university
outreach manager, replacing Brendan
Quigley. Waits, with Vari-Lite for 19
years, was instrumental in the
development of the
Outreach Programme.
Optikinetics have appointed Glen
Brown to the position of regional sales
manager for London and the south.
Brown has been with the company for
a number of years, previously as
AutoCAD designer for their Trilite
Structural Systems.
Optikinetics is Sharon Dunbar, who

University

Also new to

joins the company as sales co-ordinator.

Diane Pender.

Autograph Sales, one of the UK’s largest pro
audio and entertainment technology specialists,
announces two new staff appointments, reflecting
the company’s continuing growth and success.

PROFESSINAL LIEHTING
AND SGUND ASGLEIATION

QUATTIY ANDSARETY
INTHEINGIOUINIEN T

Richard Barman, sales engineer with
the company since 1992, has been
promoted to a director of Autograph
Sales, with overall responsibility for the
company’s sales and marketing. In
addition, Diane Pender joins
Autograph as sales and stock controller.

Following Bill Woods to VDC is Gary
Smith, previously of PAG and
Shuttlesound. Taking up a field sales
role, Smith will be responsible for the
continued development of both
current and new business.

Paul Fowler has  joined
LightProcessor, and will be working
alongside Graham Norman on
international sales. Fowler previously
worked with Lancelyn Lighting and
Donmar.

David Taylor has been appointed to
the board of directors of Theatre
Projects Consultants, Inc. Taylor joined
TPC in 1985 and now, as a senior
project manager, he oversees and co-
ordinates planning, programming,
design and theatre equipment issues
within the company. He has provided

set and lighting designs for many acclaimed
theatre, opera, dance and television productions
around the world and his technical theatre work
includes productions for the Royal National
Theatre, the Royal Shakespeare Company and the

LGH founded 1970

40 locations worldwide

Mainland Europe and North America

1SO 9000 accredlited

Hire equipment - 50,000 items
Service, test & certification
Manufacture, engineering & design

Sales & training

Three Mills Lane. London E3 3DU
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English National Opera,
as well as numerous
West End theatres.

As part of a major
strengthening exercise in
the  States,  Strand
Lighting  Inc  have
appointed Ernest Silva
as their new president,
with immediate effect.
The move will trigger a
complete restructuring
of the  American
operation, spearheaded by a
relocation of the Los Angeles-based
business from its Dominguez facility to
a more suitable site closer to
Hollywood. Silva is a highly-qualified
engineer, with a wealth of experience
in running businesses in the
commercial lighting and aerospace
industries. He will be based in LA and
will report directly to Phil O’Donnell,
who now takes up the position of
president and CEO of the Americas
and Asia, with Strand Lighting Inc
(Ernest Silva), Strand Lighting Canada
(Donna Appleton) and Strand Lighting
Asia (KK Mak) reporting to him. Peter
Rogers will head up the production/
marketing group and will also report to

Liz Cecil.

Phil O’Donnell. He will serve Strand Canada and

\
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Pt the size and Dbalf the price of
existing wind machines, vet producing
700 of the output, the RE fan is the
picferied alteriative.

Strand Asia, as well as
Strand USA.
ETC Europe Ltd have
appointed Liz Cecil as
a systems trainer where
she will be responsible
for demonstrating and
training on ETC's full
product range. Cecil
joins ETC from Rambert
Dance Company
where, since 1994, she
was a lighting tech-
nician  working with  Malcolm
Glanville.  Her familiarity and
experience with ETC products was
gained over two years operating the
Obsession 600 with  prototype
European Sensor touring racks.

To cope with increased demand,
Sussex-based Owl Video Systems
has added to its customer support
team. Sue Phelan, who has been
with the company for seven years,
and Helen Fearnley have been
joined by two new recruits, Shaun
Marklew and Daniel Booker. The
strengthened team will be able to
respond more efficiently to
customer enquires and will allow
Owl’s team of sales managers to

spend more time with dealers.

A.C. Lighting Ltd.

Colours that
change...

LIGHTING

@ Strand

) T\\\ //' = DTI]

Enbance show lighting the safe.
cconomical 1wy with the DFF-50
i Diffusion 11L1 Cr

E Unit 3, Spearmast Industrial Park, Lane End Road,

ﬁ Sands, High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 4JG. England
NC.

Tel: +44 (0)1494 446000 Fax: +44 (0)1494 461024
E-mail: sales@aclighting.co.uk http://www.aclighting.co.uk
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UK Light Jockey Final

Whistle Down the Wind

The new Andrew Lloyd Webber musical, Whistle Down
the Wind, opened on 1st July at The Aldwych Theatre.

Having been awarded the contract in April, Theatre
Projects supplied both a Vari*Lite automated lighting
rig including 10 VL6 spot luminaires and 16 VL5 Arc
wash luminaires and a conventional rig consisting of
over 300 ETC Source Four Profiles and six Robert Juliat
2.5kW HMI Profiles. Special lighting effects are
provided by 120 Rainbow colour scrollers, 20 DHA
double gobo rotators and various strobe units.

The conventionals are controlled via the house desk,
a Strand Light Palette 90, and the Vari*Lite automated
lighting is controlled via a mini Artisan2 console. The
lighting designer was Mark McCullough.

Due to the unconventional set, which required the
up-stage crossover bridge and some of the
counterweight sets to be removed in order to get it in,
the lighting positions are less conventional than most
productions. Assistant lighting designer Fraser Hall
explains: “The nature of the set did make positioning

Showcom Audio, exclusive UK
distributor of German-made
Camco amps, will be showing
the fuli range of Camco's DL
and DX series amplifiers, along
with demonstrations of Wincai
- Camco's amplifier control
software. Showeom will'also be
the| 115M
monitor from! UAcoustics. V-

showing floor
Dosc UK Rentals will also be
exhibiting on stand, and visitors = -

This year’s final certainly delivered the best of British.
The final at the Ministry of Sound showcased the UK's
top five LJs. All the finalists were regional winners from
a starting line-up of over 60 LJs from all over the
country, but as with any final there can only be one
champion. After a defeat last year, former 1996 UK
Champion Greg McLenahan (pictured centre) was out
for revenge, resulting in a fierce battle of the Scans.

'\ wull be able to megt with Dr
C‘.hrustn LQ“ thfe founder of
LAcoustl nd flesigner of the

\;/-Dosc system

L\Mar Gfou aWnchnnga
fa) efiéct product - —

& vertical
drop’ for use i
parts

of shot\s\\for

available.
Le Mark - Bl4

back-
keying=out
di;Eh
overlay in films and television.
Ultimatte Blue and Green are

Only a few points separated the concluding line-up,
but McLenahan’s programming of the Pulsar
Masterpiece control board secured the return of his
crown. Stuart Wardale (left) was runner-up and Chris
Shead (right) came third.

McLenahan now goes forward to represent the UK
in his first World Light Jockey Final where he will line
up against Alessandro Aiello (Italy), Daniel Cardenas
(Spain), Ron D Lite (Holland), Mario Hoffken
(Germany) and Eric Le Guilly (France). The Final takes
place at the Hippodrome in London on the 8th
September during the PLASA Show.

fairly difficult. Not only did we have the vast freeway to
contend with, which created a roof to most scenes
eliminating the overhead rig for at least two thirds of the
show, but also a BP screen up-stage and mirrored walls
on both sides. This only left us two slots down stage
each side and a small amount of flying space USR. This
meant that we had to create positions using the front-
of-house boxes in order to get light into the set, both at
high and low level. Overhead we used a Vari*Lite-led
rig because again, access for focusing conventional
lights was difficult and here the Vari*Lite luminaires
came into their own.”

New ! Stardraw Data Library for Audio
9,000+ high quality symbols from 100+
leading manufacturers for only £495

o Aulomalic reporting creates complete
bills of materials wchile vou druie.
= Buili for Windows "95. Drag und Drop
lo share dala beticeen applications.
o Unlimited text, number, gel & database
attributes make powerful reporis.
= * Use

any Windows bit-
map us « Texture for
realistic surface mapping
Customizable
lemplates and FastKeys
Create  complex 3D
objects using  powerful
Extrude and Spin lools.
Stardraw Professional
supports 20D and 3D

loolbars,

. OU(’I 3,000 fl ee symbols of /16/1/111(y p/m/z/(/s
staging, truss. audio and video products, & more
* Powcerful. professionul 2D and 3D CAD draicing

{ools: drawe absolutely anxthing in 20D & 3D
e Supports unlimited light sources: as many
spotlight. point & directional sources as you need
o Read and write .DWG (up io RI14)y and .DXF files

Starhite Systems Technology Lud, Calena House.
i Coston 5t North, London, 116 1. England,
-‘, Tel: S 1017 S L0 Fons =1 71 156 202
httpiwww starhite.onuk news
e-Mal; sales=tatarhitecn.uk

- newsstahiecnauk
Neeping an eveon
the future




ShowNet connects it all...

@: Strand Lighting Limited * North Hyde House,
J Hayes Road, Heston, Middlesex, UB2 5NL, UK.
 Tel: 44(0)181 571 3588 Fax: 44(0)181 571 3305




Station to Station at Denmarlids Train Club

Denmark’s Train Club has a ‘station to station’
theme which allows visitors to go to any of its six
themed bars, including London, Paris, Manhattan,
Munich and Cuba. The lighting for the venue,
which has been designed by Jonathan Smeeton,
includes a flexible array of Martin Professional
luminaires capable of covering both stage and
dancefloor areas.

Seven Mac 500s and seven Mac 600s, plus eight
Robocolor Ilis are used as stage lighting, switching

g

[4 e
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to dancefloor duties for the later part of the

evening. The Macs are positioned on an eight-
pointed star truss above the dancefloor, and can
actually move backwards and forwards along the
truss itself. Five centrepieces also adorn the truss,
and these can be raised and lowered.

A second dancefloor features a unique stained
glass dome backlit by Robocolor Pro 400s, with
additional Pro 400s and Pro 518s for the
dancefloor.

Liverpool Assassins

The end of the academic year at The Liverpool
Institute for Performing Arts saw a successful
production of Steven Sondheim’s musical
Assassins, staged and performed in the Paul
McCartney Auditorium by students on the Sound
Technology and Performing Arts Degree courses.
Sound design for the ambitious production was by
Sennheiser Scholarship student Chris Beech.

With 12 channels of UHF (Ch 69) RF for the on-
stage performers, two pit singers’ mics, two
shotgun stage mics, a further RF beltpack and clip
mic mounted within a dummy 1930s RCA
broadcast mic stage prop, and a nine-piece band,
situated behind the stage set, a considerable
degree of complexity was required to configure an
unobtrusive but effective degree of reinforcement
and control.

FOH sound was handled by a Soundcraft K3
console, with its recallable Matrix system
balancing the various submixes of the performers
and instruments. Overall control of the whole
system was achieved using an Apple Mac
PowerBook running Opcode Studio Patches
software. All devices were connected to an OMS
Studio 5 MIDI interface.

Reinforcement was primarily handled by two
D.A.S. RF215 full-range cabinets, either side of the
stage, with a further two RF116 full range cabinets
either side on the balcony level - all biamped -
and two SUB 18 sub bass cabs under the stage.
Additionally, eight D.A.S. Factor 5 installation
cabinets were used to provide further corrective
reinforcement.

Have you mist the point...

Does your hazer upset your performers? make your crew cough? leave a sticky mess?

The Atmosphere haze generator from MDG is different.

* No residue

* No smell

* No pump noise

e Ultra fine haze

* Variable output

e Very low running cost

The haze the Atmosphere produces is pure white, has a texture like silk
and hangs for hours.The machine is CO2 powered and purges itself(APS)
to keep the heating block free of fluid. Built like a tank and with a 5 year

warranty. The Atmosphere is different.

MDG is in use on 19 out of the 20 shows on Broadway. Have a look at the haze and you will see why.
Hire it from White light or buy it from Decoupe.

New for Plasa are the ‘Touring’ version of the Atmosphere and the all in one Ice fog - low fog generator.

Plasa G14

Professional Tools from Decoupe

Contact : Tom Mannings, Tel: 0181 885 2400 Fax: 0181 885 2423



h'e Art;al]‘ I Ienzn,(b

1

=EAW

EASTERN ACOUSTIC WORKS

Une tain Street, Whitinsville, MA 01588 tel--800 992 5013 --508 234 6158 fax--508 234 8251 web .- http:www.eaw.com

Introducing the CA18 power amplifier from Crest Audio

Crest products are born for life on the road. Back in 1979, we began making
amplifiers specifically dcsngncd for the demands of touring concert sound. Today,
Crest amplifiers and mixing consoles are the first choice of leading concent sound
rental compnmes Now, Crest adds the all-new, 5000-watt* CAI18 to its acclaimed
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UK Distribution by:
Sound Dept
19 Blacklands Way, Abingdon Business Park
Abingdon, Oxon. OX 14 IDY
Tel: (01235) 555 622 Fax: (01235) 536 654
E-Mail: soundsales @ sound-dept.co.uk



INTERNATIONAL

MA Lighting Technology GmbH
Ander alle 20

23102 Padethoin

Germany

lelo 49 65251 14 32-10
lax:.49 5251 14 32 80

caww. malighling.com
infofmmalighting.con
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Beverly Way, Now Falden

Simey, KE3 401

lel:. .44 181 949 3171
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a beautiful hardware control surface with high contrast TFT
touch screens.

intuitive soltware for logical control of up to 2048 DMX channels
dynamic Lighting contiol using the tlexibility of motorised faders

the most advanced member of the Scancommander/Lightcommander
family
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GB Audio at Royal Lyceum

The Royal Lyceum Theatre in

Edinburgh’s West End has, in recent

years, been restored to its full

Victorian splendour, while also

gaining some 20th Century touches.

Edinburgh-based GB Audio has

installed a Shermann sound system

at the theatre, comprising flying

vertical arrays of Shermann Cub 401

speakers placed directly in front of

the proscenium pillars either side of

stage. Each pair is angled upwards,

matching the rake of the tiers of

seating, enabling the sound to

project to every seat without the need for under-balcony fills. The arrays, being
close to the stage, also produce an enhanced stereo image.

Because of the listed status of the building, a customised flying system had to
be designed which could support the array without touching a single decorated
surface. Working with Ken Hughes, designer of Shermann loudspeakers, a flying
frame was devised which could be manufactured at the Shermann factory in
Wales and fitted quickly and easily on site.

The system is run via a 32-channel Soundcraft K3, which can be positioned
in the rear stalls, gallery and control room, with comprehensive patching ability
in the control room and rack room. A rack of Roland SRAB00 power amps drive
the system, with a range of front-end equipment from Denon, dbx, Tascam and
Yanaha housed in a set of mobile racks.

ABTT North Trade Show

To commemorate the centenary of the publication of his definitive
treatise on theatre architecture, the ABTT North committee is
organising a one-day conference dedicated to the life and work of
Edwin Sachs. The conference will take place on 12th November, 1998
at the George Hotel, Harrogate, starting at 11am and will coincide
with the the ABTT North bi-annual trade fair which will be held at the
Royal Hall in Harrogate on 11th-12th November, 1998. Exhibitor
bookings are already well advanced for the event and admission is
free to both the trade fair and the conference.

A biography of the life of Edwin Sachs entitled ‘Edwin O. Sachs -
Architect, Stagehand, Engineer & Fireman’ will also be published to
coincide with the event. For pre-publication details or further
information about the conference write to: David Wilmore at
Theatresearch, The Lodge, Braisty Woods, Summerbridge, Harrogate,
North Yorkshire, HG3 4DN.

.

|
v |

|

(L
| Hawley Mill, Hawley Road, Dartford, Kent
| DA2 7SY England www.celco.co.uk

| tel +44 (0) 1322 282 218 fox +44 (0) 1322 282 292

"For the money Ventura is the besf_ value
desk around, and it's getting better
and better”

N
| Steve Hubbard - Gearhouse XTC

"l looked at other desks which claimed to
be as powerful but they didn't provide the
instant access, nor the ability to increase
the infensity level of each HTP channel
Graeme Sewell - Vortex Lighting

"*The Ventura is quick and ecsy} touse. It
lets you do what you want to do and how
you want to do it*

Alan McGregor - Lighting Designer

£

email sales@celco.co.uk
Ventura @ & a regslerad trade mark of
| Hedvar Lighting Control Limied
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Broadway is leading the way

Live sound designers are increasingly being asked for the impossible.

Thankfully, the Soundcraft Broadway delivers.

Already working hard from Seoul to Scandinavia,
Broadway combines an advanced implementation
of digitally controlled analogue technology with a
flexible, modular system design to take the largest

and most complex productions in its stride,

effortlessly providing exceptional sound quality
and perfect repeatability, night after night.

What's more, it does it from a fast, intuitive and compact control

BROA DWAlY' surface that doesn’t eat into valuable seating space.
R B T S

Soundcraft is delivering the future of live sound mixing.

You'll find it all on Broadway.

www.soundcraft.com

Soundcraft +44 (0)1707 665000 S G = | ememend L
szlll.:‘ui::ft ;JLS 15300071 | € b()llﬂdcrdﬂ

H A Haroan Internatonal Company
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Strand 530 Upgrade for the Vienna State Opera

The Vienna State Opera, one of the foremost
opera venues in the world and the home of the
annual Vienna Opera Festival, has undergone in
recent years a complete upgrade of its lighting and
stage systems. In the first half of the decade, the
entire stage mechanism and superstructure of the
auditorium were completely refurbished to
incorporate state-of-the-art computer-controlled
hydraulic technology. Now, in the latter half of the
90s, it has been the turn of the lighting system to
undergo an upgrade.

The entire installation was, by necessity,
confined to the Opera House's five-week summer
recess. The system installed in this time comprised
780 individual dimmer units for three, six and
10kVA and three-phase ‘Nondim’ switch units in
18 different dimmer boxes. The old system was
replaced by an EC90 Supervisor system from
Strand Lighting. All electrical cabling had to be
clearly marked and re-run, while all the input and
control cabling to the individual dimmer boxes
and main control unit had to be completely
renewed. Project manager for the installation was
Strand’s Bernhard Berger.

The seemingly straightforward replacement of
the lighting control system presented its own
difficulties. No time had been allowed in the tight
schedule for saving the old lighting sets and
presentations from the 12-year old Strand Galaxy
system to the modern Strand 530 that was to
replace it. This meant that Strand had to produce
customised conversion programs to convert the
complete repertoire of 120 Galaxy diskettes to the
GeniusPlus software of the 530 system.

When installing the new data transfer cable it
was felt unwise to rely entirely on DMX
technology, with its unstable future, and so an
extensive EtherNet network was installed which,

A full review of the PLA

with more than 20 possible connection points
around the stage area, links the dimmer room
with the lighting management system and the
stage. At the same time, the system was kept
DMX-compatible to allow the continuing use of
colour changers and faders. Considering all
eventualities, the team installed the most crucial
parts of the cabling system twice, and the
distribution of the signal system throughout he
entire Opera House facilitates lighting control
from any suitable point. The installation was
completed in time for the curtain to be lifted on
Les Contes D’Hoffman (Hoffman’s narrative from
Jacques Offenbach), the first performance
following the summer recess.

L+S1 spoke to Rudolf Fischer from the technical
direction team at the Opera House, and Alfred
Schmidl from the Austrian National Theatre
Association - the two engineers responsible for the
lighting upgrade.

Fischer explained the main requirements of the
new system: “We have a limited view from the
lighting control room to the stage, so it was
important that all the fundamental control
functions be displayed on the control panel itself.
Furthermore, the existing colour changers needed
to be integrated and the option of adding multi-
function spotlight systems had to be available. Last
but not least, an expansion from 48 circuits to an
800-circuit capacity was taken into account.”

Schmidl continued: “We installed two 530
units, coupled to our one main control board,
with a separate board as standard system back-up
in case of the worst happening. We also have a
Strand GSX System for the auditorium lighting.
Our colour-changers, with CMY colour sets,
presently run from an additional board but will
shortly be controlled from the 530 system.”

Show will feature in the October issue of L+S1

DMXitr

why buy several boxes
when one can do it all?
10 functions in one unit:

AN T 1]
DMX-Merge

2 inputs, 2 outputs with overflow
DMX-Patch

2 inputs/outputs with overflow
DMX-Emulator

record/replay 128 DMX channels
DMX-Safe

record/replay several scenes
DMX-Fix

change all relevant DMX parameters
DMX-Receive

view DMX data on LCD screen
DMX-Analyse

measure DMX parameters

DMX-Transmit
test your DMX equipment

DMX-RS232
translates DMX into RS232 for your PC

RS232-DMX

translates computer commands into DMX

Just select the function you need today
You'll never need anything else!

All this for only £975

ﬂ:ll'_lgEI' Version 2

Our multi-tasking show controller
just got even better!
32 simultaneous shows, 8 inputs

8 c/o power relays, 3 serial outputs
32 DMX channels (8/16 bit)

real-time, day-of-week programming
program with mouse or PC
Visa and Mastercard accepted

Maris Ltd
Unit 9C, Beechcroft Farm Ind
Chapel Wood Road, Ash . fi—

Kent, TN15 7HX, UK m

phone +44 1474 812999
Mad Systems, LLC

fax +44 1474 812777
10061 Riverside Drive #842
Toluca Lake, CA 91602 USA
phone (818) 601 9990

MarisEnsing@compuserve.com
www.maris.co.uk
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Soundcraft will be exhibiting a
wide range of sound reinforce-
ment consoles. The Series FIVE
monitor console with eight
VCAs ingorporates 32 sends in

Small Firms Minister Opens

Power Gems, one of the UK's largest suppliers of
electronic ballasts for the motion picture and
television lighting industry, is expanding its UK
headquarters in Salford. Small firms minister
Barbara Roche MP performed the opening of a

2

Power Gems’ HQ

=

a clear, intuitive layout. ;The
Series FIVE FOYLI console is
targeted at mid-range touring

new 12,000sq.ft office block, research and design
facility and warehouse in July.

Barbara Roche commented: “Power Gems is an
example of a successful small business. They have a
highly motivated, skilled workforce. And they are
successful because they are innovative, producing a
product that is exciting as well as competitive.”

Managing director Paul Tipple told L+Si:
“Currently we are a major provider of electronic
ballasts both to Hollywood and the indian film _ , _
industry - the power behind the daylight lighting : ; WA L N
source for films such as Godzilla, Titanic and Sliding ~ Small Firms minister Barbara Roche is shown a circuit
Doors. We are confident that our workforce is set  board by Power Gems’ assembly technician Brenda
to increase this year.” Swindon. MD Paul Tipple is pictured centre.

\ /
productions, asjwell as perm-
anent installations. Inaddition, 4

\ the new SM20 takes account of
||

the continuing trengstowards

in-aar moming. offers 40,

48lor S§,inptfts info 20 outputs

hich are globally switchable
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Richmond Sound Design Forum For Discussion ]

Richmond Sound Design (RSD), manufacturers of sound and show control equipment, have announced the
creation of a public internet mailing list specifically for discussion of the technical aspects of show control. The
new list is intended as a forum for discussion of any facet of show control, providing a useful resource for
advanced users and novices alike - www.talklist.com/forms/show-control/.

Charlie Richmond, list administrator, told L+SI: “It's a delight to host such a list. We have seen show
control occasionally discussed on theatre sound and stagecraft lists, and in newsgroups. This now provides
a forum for exclusive and non-partisan discussion of the field.”

The Show Control Mailing List began quietly on July 31 and now has over 170 subscribers.

show will be a’ new range i
CD players and\""new-look
turntables, and the lighting
product ranges of Lyte Quest
and Ness Lighting.

Gemini - F58

cCT
This award winning range, features -
600, 650 and 800 watt Profiles
Condenser and Reflector Opti€s
Fixed and Variable Beam Angl T
Quick Change Lens Tubes
; ngle Range 20° 30° 400:'.

Tubes 7° - 58°

e Way

. 0 oard Dimmers

Wi terchangeable options and cutting edge
dom range can be tailored to your

.‘_n. | NO .k‘

~ needs like | 0 of __e,-iéhting system.

To find out more about Freedom's uniguely flexible range of luminaires visit us
on stand F34 at PLASA (Sept 6-9 Earls Court), or contact us at:

CCT Lighting Ltd. 4 Tudor Court, Brighton Road, Sutton, Surrey SM2 5AE U.K.
Tel: +44 (0) 181 770 3636 Fax: +44 (0) 181 643 9848 E-Mail: office@cctlighting.co.uk

PRODUCT OF
THE YEAR 1996




.The brand new
Commercial Sound
DEDicated CATalogue
(DEDCAT) from CIE-Audio is now available, having its official
launch at this year’s PLASA Live show (Stand # T3)!

You'll find a whole range of new products, including...

Q

* The new Inter-M PSR range of quality, high power,
2 Channel Stereo Professional Sound
Reinforcement Ampilifiers.

¢ The new PC range of Inter-M Stereo Powered Mixers,
combining the features of a mixing desk with a high
quality stereo amplifier.

* The versatile Inter-M PS range of
Powered Loudspeakers; ideal for the
extension of existing systems, hire
installations, or as a portable system.
¢ The WA Series Portable VHF

Wireless Amplifier Systems from
Chiayo; incorporating a built-in
IN TO MUSIC..? wireless receiver, antenna, mixer,

t I _ampliﬁer antg speakzr, folrt the
I n e r l ‘ ultimate portable sound system.
For your FREE copy, call CIE-Audio
today on 0115-977 0075.

“oaavw.dedcat.c

ndlremember, it's n()';_w,' II( \‘/5‘1‘7a'b‘lé Onfl?ne in the new DEDG@AT WebSite



The world’s first base down axial
profile delivers leading performance
and operational features, cool light,
and choice, creating new opportunities
for performance and display lighting
around the world.

The PACIFIC range delivers the light output of traditional luminaires
of twice the wattage — 600w produces the same or more light as a
1200w profile, 1000w produces the same as a 2000w. Adjustable from
a centre peak to a visually flat field using Selecon’s unique planetary
gear system. Beam quality is “near condensor” like, with @ ‘whiteness’

convection

that stands out. Pattern projections are sharp and in-focus across the
complete beam.

With a range that includes two Zooms, 12°-28° & 26°-50", and
four fixed angles of 20°, 30°, 40° and 50°, the PACIFIC range provides

The coid’ mirror reflects
the Hight, but transmits the
heat directly onto the
heat:sink for efficient
dissipation. Ventlation
through tha product is by

the choice and versatility to deliver bath the
amount of light and the beam size you require.

Selecon’s active heat management system
takes much of the heat out of the light, and exhausts
it from the luminaire away from heat sensitive
components such as the lamp base, wiring and operational
controls. The result is a luminaire that is safer and easier to use.

With precision die cast components and the latest in plastic
technologies, the PACIFIC is a compact sized luminaire with all the
safety and operational features you have come to expect from
Selecan, including automatic disconnection of the mains supply as the
lamp module is removed from the luminaire, two pattern holder
mounting slots, 360 degree rotatable lens tube, interchangeable
colour coded lens assemblies and lens tubes.

To trial the PACIFIC or for your copy of the PACIFIC CD and brochure contact your Selecon dealer

BELGIUM: Luxillag, phone 2 2427660, fax 2 2421154 DENMARK: Kunelco A/S, phone 35 822728, fax 35 824141 FINLANO: Foki Oy, phone 9 54356850, fax 9 54956861

FRANCE: Avab Tran.AB, phone 1 42433535, fax 1 42430805 ITALY: Decima SRL, phone 49 8701655, fax 49 8701656 NETHERLANDS: Rolight, phone 53 4320644, fax 53 4301201

NORWAY: Avab CAC AS, phone 22 113030, fax 22 112300 PORTUGAL: Cinemate, phane 1 7572357, fax 1 7582303 SWEDEN: Avab Tran.AB, phane 31 585200, fax 31 582993
SWITZERLAND: Licon, phone 61 3113010, fax 61 31254